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that speech, made last year. will get at the
inner mind of the hon. member for Maunine.
There was a site he would select, hut it was
not to the north-west of Rocky Bay, but
somewhere east of Perth, a nearer Spot, to
which the haulage of the Collie coal would be
less than to Fremantle, and that was near, not
a private railway, but a public one. Now
I express no opinion for my own part
about the Fremaantle Workshops at the pre-
sent time, because we are open to conviction
on this point. The Premier baa promised
Parliament shall deal with the question. The
hon. memaber for North Fremantle, when
speaking on the Speech, fell into an error in
dealing with the minority report of the Com-
mission that was appointed some years ago.
He said that report was a most excellent re-
port, which I have no doubt but it is, but the
object of that report was simply and solely to
show that the site of the Workshops at Fre-
mantle was a good one, and that they ought
to sop where they were. That was the object
of that excellent report of the minority, not
to move the shops at all; but every one has
receded from that position now. That report
is Lo help to members.

An Hom. Mns~ER It proves too much.
THE ATTORNEY-GEiiERAL (Hon. S.

Burt): Yes, far too much. The hon. member
for Nannine, and others, have referred to the
question of re-distribution. of seatsR, and the
large influx of minors into this country.
Now we all wish these mianers. success, for if
they are not successful they are not very desir-
able colonists, because they have no other
trade, and have no occupation if they cannot
find gold. They become discontented if they
are not successful, and therefore it is unjust
to ask the Government of this colony at the
present time in the year 1895, to enfranchise
these miners until it is proved they have got
somethingq like permanent employment.

THE SPEJAKER: I would remind tho hon.
member that the time for adjourumeix t has
now come. This debate now stands adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
'Ils House, in accordance with Sessional

Order, at half-past six o'clock, p.m., adjourned
until Wednesday, 3rd July, at hair-past 4
o cloec. P. in.

~c is f nibit .semhI4
Wednesday, 3rd July, 1895.
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THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30 p.m.

PRAYRSu.

WILLIAM-STREET RAILWAY CROSSING.

Mn. GEORGE, in accordance with. notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways,-

1, Whether be considered the measures
taken in connection with the Melbourne-road
Crossing and the William-street Crossing
were sufficient to secure the safety of the

*general public.

2. Whether any measures were contem-
plated to increase the precautions already

an.

S. When these measures will be put in
force

* Tax COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(lion. H. W. Vean) replied, as follows:

1. Yes , I consider the m easures at present
taken for the protection of the public at the
Melbourne-road Crossing are as safe as it is
possible for the Department to make themn
under existing circumstances.

2. Further measures are in contemplation
for the Melbourne-road Crossing, which may
include gates.

3. In regard to William-street, every
possible precaution is taken by the Depart.
ment for the safety of the public in crossing;
but the Government have finally decided to
erect a bridge, and this work will be put in
band as early as possible, when funds are
voted by Parliament.

[ASSEMBLY.] William streei crossiU9.
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RAID UPON FLETCHER POLICE
STATION.

MR. JAMES (for Mr. CanNou), in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier,-

1. Whether it was ai fact that in June, 1893,
the natives made a raid upon the Fletcher
Police Station, in the East Kimberley District,
and burnt tbh station, together with all the
effects therein belonging to the police stationed
at Fletcher's Creek.

2. Whether it was. the intention or the Go.
verninent to refund to the constables the
amount of the loss sustiued by them by
reason of this outrage.

Tan PREMIER (-Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied, as follows:-

I. It is a fact that the Police Camp at
Fletcher's Creek was destroyed by fire in June,
1898, sand goods-the property of the con-
stables-to the amount of £98 were de-
stroyed.

2. The Government have called for Reports,
and wrhen they are received they will consider
the matter. I may add that this is the first I
heard of the affair.

SATURDAY TRAIN ARRANGEMENTS
FOR FINJARRAH.

MR. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
aked the Commissioner of Railways, whether
the train now leaving Perth early on Saturday
morning for Pinjarrab, could not be despatched
on Friday night ?

'run COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Ron. H. W. Yen) replied: It cannot, eco-
notuically, be altered, because the train which
is made up on Saturday morning consists prin-
cipally of empty trucks. These trncks (loaded)
reach Perth from F~remantle at 10.30 p.m.,
Friday, and have to be discharged and got
ready during the night for the morning train.
The emipty trucks are required for Stationst,
Sidings, and Mills an the South-Western
Railway.

NAMING THE TOWNSITE OF
"1PARKERVILLE.'

MR. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
aked the Commissioner of Crown Landls who
was responsible for the name of " Parkerville "
applied to the new townaite at or near Mahog-
any Creek.

Tax COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Ron. A. R. Richardson) replied that the
Cabinet were responsible.

DREDGING PERTH WATE.,

Ma. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works.-

1. When the dredge now at the Canning
would be available for use in Perth,

2. Whether the Priestman dredge at Pro-
ma~ntls could not be used inrPerth water; and
if so, whether it would not be more usefully
employed than at present.

THE DIRIECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(lion, B. W. Venn), replied as follows:

1. Probably about lst January next.
2. Not conveniently. It is not very sui table

for the purpose. It is very usefully employed
at present dredging rook.

AGRICULTURAL HALL AT THE CANNING.
Ma. JAMES, in accordance with notice,

asked the Premier, whether ha would make
p ovision in the Estimates for this year for

the erection of an Agricultural Hall at the
Canning.

THEm PREMIER (Hoe. Sir J. Forrest), re-
plied in the affirmative.

CONTRACT FOR MOUNT EIiZA PARK
.ROAD.

MR, GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works,-

. . Whether the contract for the construc-
tion of the Mount Eliza Park Road was signed.

2, If not, what was the cause of the delay.
Tnn DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Ron. H. W. Venn) replied as follows:

1. No;, the contract, has not been signed.
2. The authority of this House is required

for the expenditure.

CONSTRUCTION OF SUB JACO
(CEMETERY) ROAD.

Mn. GEORGEJ in accordance with notic,%
asked the Director of Public Works, in re
ference to the Subiaco Road :

a. What was the total length which the
Department undertook to make.

b. The cost of patting in a siding at So-
biaco.

c. The cost of the temporary treinlin e, in-
cluding equipment.

d. The coat of laying ame, and thd first
removal.

e, The cost of formation.

f. The qnuantity of limestone bottom, and
cost of ame laid in position.

V. The quantity of bluestone of each,
large, medium, and small, and cost Of;
same haid in position.

Metcher Police Station. (3 JVILY, 1895.)
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ht. The estimated quantity and cost of the
proposed blinding.

Tea DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKs
(Ron. H. W. Veon) replied as follows:

a. One mile fifty-one and one-third chains
(1 in. 51j chns.)

b. £291l7s. 2d.
c. .t52 liF. l0d.
d. £102 Os. Od.
e. £236 Os. Gd.
f. 1,530 c. yards, £631 2a. 6d.
g. 4in. stone; 097 c. yards, .£188 1ie. Gd.

fin,. stone: 989 e. yards. 46150 4a. 6d.
lin. stone: 490 o. yards. £349 29. 6d.

£1,.207 189. Gd.
A. 760 c. yards, £618 15s. Gd.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

TnE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S
Burt) : Sir-I hope I shall not detain the
House many minutes in concluding the few
remarks I commenced to address to the I-Tone
last evening. J1 was proceeding to say
a word or two in answer to the hon. naim-
berforNannine asto the re-distribution of seats,
which the hon. member said should have
formed an item in the proposals of the Gover-
ment for the present session, referring parti-
cular-ly to the goldields. Ile seems to think,
because some 20,000 miners have lately cme
to this country, that we are bound at the pire-
sent time to provide for the re-distribution of
seats, so as to find representatives for those
people. Well, I amt of opinion that it is pre-
mature to deal with the Constitntion Act on
these lines again, in 1895. We had an amend-
ment of the Act the year before last, when
this Government gave representatives to the
mining centres of the colony as they then
existed. No doubt the population is growing
rapidl3 on the go'dfields, and, no doubt, in
the neaw future, there will 1)0 reason to consi-
der this subject of the representation of the
goldfields; but I say that, just now, and until
there is more permanent settlement on these
fields;' and the fields are a little further deve-
loped, it is rather early, having dealt with the
question the year before last, to n-open this
subject again now. I have no doubt the bon.
member will give every cs-edit to the Govern-
ment of doing their duty to the goldfields.
[Ma. ILLINGWOETM: IReM, heaw.] We have
tried to do the best we could for them. They

exist, unfortunately, a very long distance
from the old centres of settlement, buet we
have carried to them all the paraphernalia
of civilization that we have here. We
have provided thema with the necessary
officers and buildings for their management-
Wardens, Resident Magistrates, Courts, Hos-
pitals-a, great deal of expenditure ha. taken
place in connection with the Hospitals. We
have had to provide them, at great expense
too, with police, and I say we are certainly
doing more than our duty in these matters.
We have provided them with water also, at en-
orinouaexpense ;and we have given them postal
facilities, when asked for, and also telegraph
communication, and we are giving them rail-
ways; thereforeit cannotbe saidthatwvehavenot
been trying to do our duty in attending to the
requirements of our goldields. I1 ask the hon.
member to be a little patient before he calls
upon us to give him another colleague to re-
present these goldfields.

MR. SimPSoN: Have the Government taken
the duty off soft soap ?

THE A!FTORNEY-GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt): We are proposing even this session to
assist the miner very materially in more ways
than one. We wre taking the duty off his
sugar, and off his tea, and off his blankets and
his rugs.

MR. MORAN: What about tinned meatsF
Tsz ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) : We are leaving those alone. Miners,
like other people, must contribute something
to the revenue, otherwise the members repre-
senting them will not have the satisfaction of
saying that they are the main factors in pro.
viding the Government with revenue.
The horn. member would be deprived
of one of his pet arguments. I have
no doubt the hon. member for Nannine
will have the satisfaction, very shortly, of
sending a&telegram to his constituents (as, I
believe he is in the habit of doing) tolling
them that he has been able to obtain for them
the abolition of the duty on sugar and also
the duty on tea, and he will be able to tele-
graph that he has also been successful in re-
moving the duty off their blankets and their
rugs. He -will also have the satisfaction of
wviring that he has been able to obtain a re-
duction in the fee for a mincreR right from Ael
to l~s., because I may tell him that is a pro-
posal which the Government intend to make
in the fll which I hope to see introduced in
a few days. [MR, ILLINOWORTE: Hear~he..
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I think I have now made the hon, memrber a.
happy man, and he wiUl be able to send his
telegram in the morning.

Ma. ILLINGWORTHf 1 shall be very glad to
do so.

Twa ATIORNEY-GENI'RAL (Hon. S.
Hurt) : Tho hon. member for East Perth (Mr.
James) has asked us to consider a programme
'which was really too much for me. He recited,
in his speech-or perhaps I should call it
lecture, for he is generally very condescending
and patronising to the members of these
benches, the hon. member for Eat Perth is--
he unfolded a programme which it has taken
years in other countries to consider, ad talk
of, end debate ; many of thema questions of
great difficulty and ot great intricacy. I fried
to take down a list, somewhere, of the subjects
the bon. member mentioned. I know he
wanted us to legislate for an eight hours day,
for early closing, for strikes, for regulating
the relations between capital ad labour, for
regulating the drink traffic, for the adoption
of the betterment principle, and something in
reference to Asiatic-. We must not go so fast
as all that. The hon. mornbetr must allow me
to ask him to wait until we have some expression
of public opinion on these subjects, before the
Government can he expected to provide
legislation of this sort, which has occupied
years of consideration ana discussion in other
countrieA, and given rise to a great deal of
opposition. Where such questions have been
settled at all they have been settled only after
a good deal of thought and a great deal of
debate. But many of them have never even
been mentioned before in this colony ; yet we
are supposed to he prepared with Bills dealing
with them. I say we are not at present pre-
pared to do it. Take the drink question, for
instance. I would like to know who can settle
the drink question. (Ma. SimrsoN ; The
brewers.) To ask this poor little Government
in this colony to deal with the drink question
is asking us rather too much. It is too large
an order altogether. I have my own opinion
on the subject, and I think we might settle it
in a very sbort time if we could only bring
public opinion to hear upon it. Instead
of encouraging people to drin~k, and
laughing at them, if we sat down
upon them a little and tried to make them
abtamed of themselves, there would not be
one half of the drunkenness there now is.
Tlhat is the only way, in my opinion, in which
this drink question can be touched effectually

-bring public opinion to hear upon the sub-
jet. Yon may try as many systunms as you
like, and you will do very little good wit~h
them. Take the Gothenburg system, for
instance. I do not think the Gothenburg
system would do more good here than it has
done in Gothenburg itself. It may be k nown
to a great many of us, that the Times, Rome
time ago, sent a. very able correspondent to
report upon this system and the result of it.,
and his letters appeared in the columns of
that paper, and we krnow he had very little
good to say about it. Gothenburg was dis-
credited as being one of the most drunken
plncis on God's earth. People actually drank
their spirits neat there, and the only good the
" system " did was to make them drink beer
instead of spirits. There was just the same
amount of druankenness. If you con bring
public opinion to condemn the drinking habits
of a community you may hope to do some
good, but, without it, all the systems in the
world will be ineetual in suppressing the
evil. Then the hon. member for East Perth
wants us to deal with the question of better-
ment. I don't know that this colony has
heard much about the betterment principle.
Possibly members here would like to know
more about it, and how it has worked in coun-
tries where the principle has been introduced.
There has been a committee on the subject in
the House of Lords, and the queation no
doubt will be considered by the Imperial
Parliament shortly, and we shall reap the
advantage of the discussion that is bound
to take place on the subject. I awn not pre-
pared to say it is not a principle that should
be enforced with regard to building railways,
but the Government would have -been alto-
gether premature in introducing the subject
this session to the notice of the House. Of that
I am sure. The hon. member also spoke on
the question of deep drainage, and said that
the Attorney-General last session poob-poohed
the idea. If you look at Hanse&rd you will find
that what I said was this: that it was a
matter for the Municipal Council to deal with,
ard to obtain information upon, and that if the
Government found they were studying the
subject (which they were not doing) and, after
doing so, would come sod ask the Government
to assist them in obtaining a lean to carry out
some approved work, the Government would
only be too glad to render them some assist-
ance. But I fall to se yet that anyone is
studying this question of deep drainage in the
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way it ought to lbe studibd. I would like the
City Council to consider what the expense
would be, not only in establishing a system) of
deep drainage in the city, but also the expense
of maintaining and nmaging it, after it is in
working order. I would like them to consider
what amount of rate they would require to
levy to enable them to carry out a work
of this nature. The revenue derived from the
present small rate would certainly not he
sufficient, and they would at least have to
double it, to pay anything like interest on the
capital value of the works themselves, and to
cover the working expenses. If they found
they would require to double the rates, they'
might hesitate, and aet about to consider
whether some other system which would not
cost so much money would not be better. I
do not say that one particular system is better
than another. I don't know. It is n snbject
that requires a great deal of consideration
and a great deal of thought, particularly
from the finaniciatl point of view. Those
who do know something of the subject htave
told me that if you were to sit down
and put the matter into figures, including the
purchase, of the Waterworks (which I take it
would be necessary in conjunction with any
system of deep drainage)-if you were to go in-
to figures you would bie rather astonished at
the probable cost of any scheme of deep drain-
age for this city. Last year it was suggested
that X150,000 would be required for Cte pur-
chase of the Waterworks alone, aend I suppose
that £200,000 or X300,000 would be required
for a deep drainage system. You must re-
member that a deep drainage system in Perth
would probably involve-we shall know more
about it wvhen the contour survey is completed
-would probably involve pumping statious,
amongst other things ; and you must boar in
mind that you are not going to pump what
you have to deal with in connection with deep
drainage and sewerage, with a 6-in Douglas
pump. Probably many of uts have not seen a
pump of the magnitude that would be required
for a work of this sort, and have very little
conception of what the maintenantce and work-
ing of such a system would mean. It would
not be one piump, but probably two or three
pnmps that would hie required. Then there is
the questionof where this sewage is to go. Is
it to be prunped to the North beach, opposite
Cottosloes? If so, I am afraid there would
be strong opposition to that. Or is it
to be pumped into the river P I expect

there would be strong opposition to that
too. All these inatters have to lie threshed
out. What I object to, is to hear- people who
ought to know moare, and think more, crying out
" We want deal) draninage; give its deep drain-
age,' as if you could have it to-morrow, morn-
ing by askig for it. When it conies to the
question of what, sort of deep drainage, and
how much will it cost, ad what you are to do
with your sewage, and where the money is to
come from, no one seems to care, or to think
very litle ab1out it. The only cry is, " Why
don't the Governmenut introduce a Bill to give
us deep drainage." You can have the Bill to-

Imorrow, if you like. There is one drawn out.
I believe my friend behind we (Air. Traylen),
wrho is interested in this matter, has a Bill in
his pocket. But you want something besides
at Bill. TPhe Government are now carrying out
a contour- survey of the city, and, when that is
finished,' we can then consider what system of
drainage will bie best adapted, on the basis of
that survey.

MR JAMEs: That is what you refused to do

fru'last sensiont.
THE AITORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt): Pardon mne; that is exactly what we
promised to do. You will find from the records
it was promised even before last session. TLhe
hon. member also spoke a word or two in re-
ference to the Stock Tax, an representing East
Perth I suppose. I think he said hie wos the
working nuna's friend, or a labour candidate,
or something like that. Assuming him to be
so, I suppose that is the reason whyhet singled
out the Stock TPax, and made this odd remark
about it, that in the case of this particular
tax the natural protection which the trade
gts is sufficient for it. I suppose he means

by that, thant as stock coming from the other
colonies has to pay freight the local producer
does not want any duties to protect hini-that
the freight alone is sufficient to protect the
grazier here, At the same tinme, he says that
other industries require protection. Surely
if the graziers have sufficient natural
protection in the freight upon the imported
articles, the bootiuaker, the clothier, the hattcr,
and all the other traders which the lion. nin-
h ers wants to protect, have exactly the same
natural protectiont : and, if it is sufficient in
the ease of the grassier, why is it not sufficient
in the cise of other industries which the bon.
noemhr is anxious to sec further protected?

If it is not freight that he referred to, what is
the naturel protection hoe did refer to eIt
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cannot he anything elie. It just shows the
inconsistency of man when hie gets on his legs
to holster up a system whicb is based on
fallacies fromi top to bottom. There is no
question about that. The bon, member also
asked us why we did nt bring in a il about
Asiaties. I don't know, I am sure, what sort
of a Bill he wants.

Ma. GBomVE - To clear them out.
TILE ATTORNEY-GENERA L (Hon.S.Burt):

That is EL novelI sentiment for a citizen of a
great Empire to enunciate. If we begin to
clear enach other nut of this world, I am not
quite sure whether we would comie host off. L,
for one, ant not prepared to begin to clear
people out. One man ha as much right to
come here as another. What we ought to do,
when these people do come here, is to try to
keep them within proper hounds, mnake them
behave themselves and conform to the Laws of
the land. If we Englishmen, in this nine-
teenth century, cannot do that, we ought to;
if we have not yet arrived at that stage of
civilisation that we are able to protect
ourselves against evil in men of any
colour who come amongst us, we
ought to find somie means of doing so.
Those means can. be found without resorting
to that policy of exclusion suggested by the
hon. member for the Mhurray, which is nothing
more than a sign of weakness. I hope I shall
never lend myself to any stich policy as that.
I only wish to adid one word mkore. The hon.
member for the Murray made some allusion,
in the remarks he wa good enough to address
tonus on the subject of the Railway Workshops
at Fremantle, with reference to Mr. Aibson
Smith, the gentleman who was invited by the
Government, on the advice of their Engineer,
to come here to report on the subject. Mr.
Allison Smith was then an officer of the
Government of Victoria, and he was lent to
this colony by that Government to report on
the subject of Railway Workshops gen~erally. I
do not think the hon. member, on reconsidera-
tion, will consider that he was quite fair to Mr.
Allison Smith in making the attack he did
under cover of the privilege of this House. I
think the hon. member went out of his way.
It should be recollected that Mr. Allison Smith,
whatever his ability anud talent may be, was
lout to the Goverment of this country by the
GovernmentL of another friendly colony, and
the least we ean do is to criticise what he said,
or what he did, in a fair and reasonable spirit.
Probably the hon. muember was led away in

speaking as he did, because to his mind Mr.
All1ison Smith's report was amisleading rep6rt,
but I think it would have been better if the
lion. member had treated the report in midlder
langunge and in a more reasonable spirit, in-
stead of heaping contumely upon th'e writer.
calling him names, and describing him as
ignorant and incomipetenit, and using the other
adjectives he did in speaking of that gentle-
man.

MRt. MORAN: I desire to express concurrence
in what the Attorney-General has said with
regard to Mr. Allison Smith. I was very sorry
indeed to hear the bon. member for the Murray,
and the hon. membher for North Fremiantle
(Mr. Moss) too, spea~king of Mr. Allison Smith
in the disrepectful. tone they did. I have the
pleasure of Mr. Allison Smith's acquaintance,
and had the pleasure of making a long journey
,with hint, and we often talked over this matter
of the Railway Workshops. I amt not going to
say that he convinced me that his views were
right, but he convinced me that he was very
earnest in the matter, and that he was satisfied
that the iecosnmendations he made, and the
plans he submitted, would provide the besteaolu-
tion of the difficulty connected with this Work-
shops question. I am not going to say a word.
as to lay own opinion on the subject at present.
I have formed an opinion, and, when the proper
time comes, I shall lie prepared to express it.
Mr. Allison Smnith just now is one of the unfor-
tunate ones of this world, insomuch as he has
incurred the displeasure of an infuential sec-
tion of the people of Victoria. He is a down-
trodden muan, and being down-trodden he de-
serves our sympathy and assistance, rather
than our villiflcation. I hope that he will be
able to vindicate his reputation to the fullest
extent, in the case now pending, and that he will
he fully restored to public confidence with his
name and character untarnished. So far as
his opinions are concern(-d, I amn not going to

allow my judgment to be warped by what has
been said about him in the other colonies, or by
some members in this House. I only regret
that such statements should have been made,
and I concur with the Attorney-General in
condemning them. Coming to the Governor's
Speech, it contains a great deal of what is
purely historical matter, which does not call
for comment. I am very much inclined to
endorse a great deal that was said by the hen.
mamber for East Perth (Mr. 3 lmnes) with re-
gard to a good many subjects. The hon.
member and myself agree in our polities to a
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very large extent. I wish, in the first place,
to thank the Government for what they have
done for the goldfields. I desire particularly
to say that the members of the Ministry, and
especially the Premier, deserve the fullest and
heartiest thanks of everyone on the goldfields,
and of every citizen of this colony, for their
promptitude in attending to the representa-
tions made to them as to the requirements of
our golddields. During the late session of
this House, and also during the recess. Lis
trait in the character of the Government as a
whole, and of the Premier especialy, must
have appealed to the heart of everybody who
is interested in the welfare of the colony.
The Premier is a man who has himself tasted of
the troubles and trials of a bushlife, and knows
what they are and he is able to sympathie
with those who are struggling on our distant
goldfields. I was delighted to hear the an-
nouncement made this evening that the
Government intend to reduce the foe for a
miner's right to INs. Thisawili be another bone
of contention taken from the month of those
who represent the goldfields. The action of
the Government in deciding to prosecute ar-
tesian boring on the goidfields is also deserv-
ing of every credit. I Only hope that the con-
ception will be successlully carried out with
as much facility as the preliminary arrange-
ments. I do not know what the Governmnent
are doing with regard to appointing practical
men to conduct the work; I shall have
thle privilege of asking some questions onl

this3 point later on. I am very pleased also to
hear that the Government are going to ap-
point inspectors of wines. I have often asked
for this to be done, as have other goldfields'
representatives. These inspectors ought to
have been appointed long ago; but better late
than never. I only hope that good practical
men will be appointed for this post, and not
men with superficial knowledge and no
practical acquaintance with mining. It is
absolutely necessary that the men appointed
for this. work of looking after the safety of
human lives, should be thoroughly practical
men. The next question I wish to touch upon
is the railway policy of the Government, I do
not suppose the Government expect mue to ex-
tend to them the same adulation in regard to
their railway policy as I have done in the
other matters I hare referred to. In fact, I
aml most strongly opposed to the policy of the
'sovernment on the question, so farwsthe: gold-
fields railways are concerned, and have beeul

all along. I think the importance of our gold-
fields 6 now universally recognised. We have
had testimony to that effect from all parti Of
the House in the course of this debate, includ-
ing an es-Miniater of the Crown (Mr. Mlar-
mien). When we find en ex-Minister, freed from
the trammels of Government, bearing his testi-
mony on this subject, I think we may depend
upon it ; and his words were, he did not know
what we would have done if gold had not been
discovered. No one can be blind to the fact that
the interests of Western Australia are centred
in her goldfields. Her revenue, which has
been rising oy leaps and bounds, would have
been at a standstill but for her goldfields, and
possibly her timber industry. Most of the
money for the development Of these fields, up
toetilepresent, has come from the other colonies.

II am not casting any discredit upon Western
Australians in this matter, but .the fact re-
mains that most of the money spent in the
development of our goldfields up to the present
has come from the other colonies.

Hon. W. E. MnsnmoNt: What about London P
MR. mHORAR;. Up to the present the effects

of the inivestment of London capital have not
beenimuch feit, London capital will never go
out of Englanld to be invested in mines, until
it isproved that the gold is thereand that
capital is required to extract it. But, through-
out the other colonies, there is scarcely a town
or hamlet that has not contributed men and
money to open up the goldfields and the back-
blocks of Western Ausatralia; and .1 can assure
you, as the result of my recent visit to those
colonies, thar. their public. men, as well as their
ordinary citizens, are seriously aggrieved that
the Govern ment of this colony should, in their
wisdom, or out of their wisdom, see fit to put
a prohibitive tariff upon goods required on
our goldfields. A previous speaker has men'-
tioned the question of a railway from Leper-
ence Bay to the goldields. A member of an-

other House, mn oe of the Eastern cIooies,
not long ego, said that if such a scheme were
brought forward, only one member in this
Rouse (referring to myself, I suppose) would

Ivote for it. So far as I am concerned, I have
never suggested such a scheme; I always like
to he as reasonable and wise as I can, and I

rcgiethis fact: if this colony is going
toaheeimportance, th oenetof the

country must concentrate their efforts in pro.
viding railway iacilities at our own E6nd, and
not expend their efforts in providing facilities

Ifor other people. How could this Goveranent

CaSEMBLY.] Address-in-Reply.



Addessin-epl. 8 JLY,189.)Address-in-Rp~ty. 188

be reasonably asked to construct or support a
railway from Eaperanee Bay to compete with
the golddields' traffic at our own end ? I
should think it would be a very unstatesman-
like proceeding. The greatest amount of
revenue now derived by our railways is con-
tributed by the traffic. on the goldfields' lines.
That is an undeniable fact;- and I shall expect
the Commissioner of Railways to carry out the
promise he made in this House last session,
that if the Southern Cross Railway was proved
to be paying as well as other linen in the
colony (notwithstanding that the traffic was
only one way), he would be -prepared to reduce
the freight rates on that rsilway, and assimi-
late them with the rates on other lines. The
hon. gentleman cannot get away from that
promise, for he will find it recorded in
Hnansw~rd. I do not wish to labour the question,
though I feel very strongly upon it. I wish
to say a word or two with reference to the
Customs Duties Bill introduced by the Go-
vernment. I cannot view that Bill with much
favour, and I will give my reasons for it. If
you take the great consuming population of
the colony-that population which is engag-ed
in developing her industries,, not only on the
goldields and in the back country, hot also on
our timber stations, right along from Albany
to Perth-you will find that the articles of
consumption most in use consist of tinned
meats. You will find tinned stuffs on the table
of all the restaurants, and you will find them
on crerycamp on every goldfield in the colony.
Yet we do not find tinned meats included in
this Customs Duties Repeal Bill. If you look
at the schedule of that Hill, you will find-

Tus SPE AKER: -l he hon. member will he out
of order in anticipating discussion upon that
Bill.

m. MORAN.- What latitude am I al-
lowed ?

TasE SPEAKER:. You are not allowed to dis-
cuss a Bill of which notice hs been given, and
which is down for its second readng.

Ma. MORAN: Then I will speak generally
on the question.

THE SPEAKER: You may speak generally.
but you must not discuss the details of theI
Bill.

Ma. MORAN: I simply wish to point out
that, if! the Government wish to assist the men
who are struggling to develop the best in-
dustries of the colony, by a remission of
duties, the first article they should repeal
the duty upon.- is tinned meat, and other

tinned stuff, which is universally usedl
by those who are engaged in this
work of development. It is all very well
to take the duty off tea, but a pound of
tea will last a man a, long time, whereas a
pound tin of meat will only last him one day.
Yet the duty on tinned meat is allowed to re-
muain, while the duty on tea is taken off. So
far as this Bill is concerned it is Dead Sea
fruit. You may call it aBill to provide a free
breakfast table or a free camp table1 ,but,
when tasted, it turns into ashes. , So far as
the consuming population is concerned it
might as well. to have never been brought be-
fore this House. I think every reasonably
minded man will recognise the truth of what I
say. I am a strict follower of the ho n. mem-
ber for the Swan (Mr. Loton) in this respect,
and I want te get as near the principles of
freetrade as possible. This brings me to the
question of the Steck Tar. Of course there is
only one policy open to me with reference to
that tax; I have the strongest possible objec-
tion to it, and I shall use my strongest pos-
sible advocacy to have it wiped out. I have
prepared a few figures here, which I will ask
hon. members to listen to attentively, for I
want to endeavour to make out as good a ease
for its abolition as I can, The contract price
for the supply of meat to the Government
in stitutions of MelIbourne at the beginning of
last month was id. per lb. Similar prices rule
in Queensland. Stock there is sold, in coudi-
tion, at £42, £22 l0s., and £8 per head, and
even as low as 30s. The meat is brought to
the coast, prepared, loaded into steamers, and
sent to England, 18,000 miles away, and there
sold from 20 to 25 per cent, cheaper than it is
in this, a sister Australian colony. Yet we are
told that the Stock Tax is of no material con-
sequence to the consumer here. Let us see.
The meat-eating population is (say, for rough
calculation) 50,000 people. supposing they
consume on an average llb. per day; that is
50OO=bs. of meat per day. Take the weight
of the average beast at 8001 bs.

Mia. A. FoaRu.sv: Sfllbs. is the average of
hullocks in Western Australia.

Ma. MORAN: I am putting the average at
SOWlbs. That represents a daily consumption
of 62j beasts, or a yearly consumption *bE
22,812 bullocks, which, at the amount of the
Stock Tax (namely 30s. per head), represents
£834,218 per annum, which comes out of the
pockets of the consumers of this colony, be-
cause it has totbe paid directly in the Stock Tax,
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or the Stock Tax keeps uip the price which
competition would otherwise in some measure
adjust. And yet we are told the Stock Tax is
of no Consequence to the consumer. One hion.
member (Mr. Cootworthy) pathetiea.1y sug-
gested last night that, although meat may be
sold hero at 7d. or 84. per lb., still the pro-
ducer only got from the cattle dealer and
butcher about 3d. per lb. This is truly awful.
An average bullock at 3d. per lb. is only the
modest price of £10. Ten pounds! This, it
appears, cannot be enough for the Wos emn Aus-
tralian producer, considering that producers
in other colonies are satisfied with one-third
of it. The producer here is not content with
25 per cent. better prices than the producer
elsewhere. He is not content with 60 per cent,
better prices. Nay, even 100 pcr cent. will not
satisfy him. Re must have, and he gets, 200
per cent. better prices. And yet we
are told that the Stock Tax is of
no material difference to the consumer.
Let us see, t~en. A beast is bought in
Queensland for £3, landed in Western Aus-
tralia and sold (let us say) at 7d. per lb., that
is, for the sum of £123 6s., or, in other words,
he has gone up nearly 800 per cent. in the
process of trade. Does this bold good in any
other term of trade ? Does it not seem mion-
strous that such should be the easeP Yet,
truly, the Act sanctions it, to the sorrow and
loss of the consumer here. Nay, worse; the
Act makes it so certain that the poorer classes
of Western Alustralia-happily not numeroue-
are underfed, and the great wvorking and
middle classes are struggling under a burdeni
which presses heavily on a colony where living
is higher and wages lower than in any other
colony. And yet we are told that the Stock
,r"e is in the interests of this colony! Hut it
is not only the actual cost of the Stock 'lax
that we have to resent; it is the incalculable
evil it is working in this colony in the shape
of deterring outside enterprise from comning to
ntilise our fertile Northern. lands and stock
them. Travel through the Eastern colonies,
aid you hear it on all sides, "Your Govern-
meat does not, want settlement;, they_ put a
poll tax on us and on our stock, as if we were
Chinese." When you consider that this Stock
Tax means to the cattle ownei and grower of
the other colonies a. duty on his stock of from
So to 80 per cent. it is no wonder that it
effectually kills enterprise from that quarter.
This is the great evil. It is [LU effectual
barrier against breaking up any umonopoly that

I may exist;, and the great mass of the people

of tis colony are paying for it, and suff ering-
accordingly. If a plebiscite were taken on
this question I venture te say that three-
fourths of the people of the colony would say,
"Sweep it away."

Tars Parxnsa Or any other lax, as well.
Mna. MORA&N Sweep it away, and lIet us

at least have a chance to live reasonably."
Coming to another subject, I most strongly
support the remarks of the lion. member for
Nannine ia refroece to the re-distribution of
seats. I do not, however, go so far as to say
that the Government should have mentioned
the subject in the Governor's Speech this ses-
sion. I am quite content that the Attorney-
General should have given us his assurance-
ain assurance which the heon, wember for
Nannine dlid not have at the time
-that the Government are going to consider
the question before the n ext, General Eilection.

1'xs PanonaR: I don't think he said that.
Mla. MORAN: I think members will have

understood that to be what he intended to
convey. I iaii suire every member here always
listens with the greatest patience and interest
to the remarks of the learned Attorney-
General. Speaking personally, there is no
member in this House whose words carry
g rester weight with me en most occasions,
but I must differ from him entirely in what he

Isaid about the raining population, and their

*claim to be represented. He says we hr.ave
20,000 mniners hero whbo are aL wandering popu-

ilation, mere birds of passage, and that it is too
* arly yet t.P recognise their clam to a share
of representation. I wish to point out that
miners are not necessarily birds of passage.
Some of the. miners who were at Ballara~t in
the early days of the goldfields may be found
there to this day. There are thonsands of
miners who are still residents on the goldfields
of Sandhurst. It is the same in Queeiisland,
and I venture to say it will he the same in
Western Australia. Our goldfields give as
much promise of permanency, if not more so,
than Blallarat did in the early days of its
development, or the i Charters Towers did.
Considering the large nunmbers of men that
are now congregated in the different mining
centres of this colony, on our eastern gold-

fields, I say the time has arrived, or will very
soon arrive, when these new settlers should
have full representation. It is unreasonable
to expect one muan to adequately represent

I thm scattered a they arc from Boomacoppin
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to the South Australian border. There must
be 15,000 or 10,000 men settled upon the
various centres within this large area, and yet
one member is expected to represent. them all.
and only have one vote in this House.

Ma. A. FOIlBEST:. Thirty-three votes, niore
liely.

Mut. MOR-AN: The hon. niumber for West
Kimberley will persist in saying that he re-
presents those goldfields. lie represents those
goldfields in the same way as I may be said to
represent Kimberley, and, though I ami a
mewmber for Kimnherley, I say we miust do away
with the StockTar. S3ome of these mining
centres have a population ten times as1
numerous as the population of some of the
constitnencies represented in this Rouse, One
electorate at Nilgarn has nearly as many men,
and mnen of intelligence and entoerprise, within
its own boundaries, as the whole of the voters
in the other electorates of Western Australia
puttogether. Is it fair that all this large
population should onl y have one miember to re-
present them in this House P It is not fair. It
is tureasonable to expect any single member
to attend to the multifarious wants and re-
quirements of all these mining centres. I hope
the Government, when they are dealing with
this question of the redistribution of seats,
will give us two or three more members for
these goldfields- There is a good feeling to-
wardsj the present Government throughout
our goldfields, and they have nothing to fear
froum givinz them increased representation.
At the same time there are one or two
things that want righiting. We want our
machinery carried at reassnablo, rates, and
we want other things required on our gold-
fields tarried at a reasonable rate. It is high
time the present rates were reduced, a d, as I
said before, I mean to heep the Commissioner
of R~ailways to his promnise of last session to
reduce the rates on our goldfields railways.
The cry at one time was that we did not know
whether these goldfields were permanent, and
it was necessary to charge high rates, and, so
to speak, miake hay while the sun was shining.
But the day of' doubt as to the permanency of
themo fields has passed, and it is timec the
Government recognlised that fact by reducing
these rates. At present it looks as if the
whole wvorid had confidence in our goldfields,
except our own Government. They still per-
sist in adhering to a tariff of rates that will
recoup them in a few years, is case the gold-
fields collapse. The presut tariff is a stand-

ing argument against the permanency of
*these fields. I trust that the figures which I
intend to ask for, showing the amount of

*traffic on this railway, will, when they ar
furnished, lead the Government, in their
sense of fair play, to reduce the present rates
snd assimilate thein with the ordinary rates.
I do not wish to trespass further on the time

1 of the House. 1 thank members for having
Ilistened to me at such length on this occasion.
I may have to ask the House for ]Lave of
absence, for a fortnight or so, and I may not
have the opportunity of expressing my fviews.
o Oti oU f these subjects when they come up
again; therefore, I thought I would avail
myself of the present opportunity to express

1 my views, which I muay.ay are the views uni-
vex-sally entertained throughout the, district I

Irepresent. TIhat being the ase I have felt no
heeitation in plitcing them before this House.

I think it is as well that those who are
I friendly disposed towards the Government as

a rule, should give expression to their views on
this occasion, so that nothing unexpected mnay
happen. I hold these views strongly, anud will

Icon ti nuet to do so, so long- as I have the honour
Of occupying aL seat in this House.

Ma. R. F. SlIOLL: This debate has been
prolonged to such length that no other mem-
ber seems to care to get on his legs to further
discuss the Address-in-Reply. Eat I should
like to malts aL few remarks before the debate.
closes. I have no reason myself to be dis-
satisfied with the Speech. It is very long, it
is true, and there is very little in it that we
did riot know before; and I see no reason,
unyselfi, why we should not have had the

ISpeech when this House first mect. It might
ha.ve saved time and a lotof debate. I donot

Ipr-opose to deal with the paragraphs of the
Speech seriatimt, but there are many matters
which I should like to refer to. I think itis a
wise provision that a certain amount of latitude

should be allowed to memibers in discussing
the Address-in-Reply. It saves the tiula of
the House attoerwards, and it gives the G overn-
ment an opportunity of gauging the views of
the House upon the questions brought f orward
in the Speech. With regard to our railways,
it certainly is a mnatter of considerable Si~tis-

faction to hear that they are returning such a
good revenue as we are told they do. At the
same time I think the lion. meumber who has
jLust sat down, and other memtbers, have good
reason for complaining ahout the excessive
r~ates chairged on our rilwavysani! particularly
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on the railway between Northarn and Southern
Crosw. We have been told that this line
contributes wore to the revenue of the colony
than any other line, and I have reason to
believe, on very good authority, that the
revenue derived from it aunts to about
X10,000 annually. It has been stated that the
Government could not afford to reduce the
present rates to a level with the charges made
on the other lines, and one am see that
there is somec ground for that argument.
when the reduction would involve a loss of
X40,000 a year. On the other hand it is an
argument that cuts both ways. It is an argu-
ment which shows that the railways to our
goldields pay. If the Government derive such
a large revenue frooj that short line from
Northam, to Southern Cross, what do they de-
rive from all the traffc along the ine from
Fremantle to Northam? The same goods are,
carried, or a great proportion of them are
carried, over that line. It is hardly fair for
the Government to take credit for the hand-
some revenue derived from our goldfields,
while at the same timethey donot seem willing
to assist them in any way by lowering the
freight rates, or remitting duties upon such
articles as are in greatest demand upon the
goldfields. Judging by what we hear and see,
they do not propose to remit the duties, or to
reduce the duties on those articles. T do not see
any proposal to reduce or remit the duty on
crushing nmachinery or on explosives, or upon
such articles as the boots and the clothing
worn by the miners. Certain reductions or
remissions are proposed, but these will princi-
pally benefit, or are supposed to benefit, the
towns. I doubt, however, whether the public

lli derive much benefit from them. I do not
think, for instance, that any reduction in the
duty on sugar will benefit the comunity
generally. It brings insa lot of revenue to the
country as a whole, but I do not think that
individuals feel it very much. You an buy
good sugar now at 21d., and, if the duty is re-
moved, I do not suppose the community
generally will benefit at all. I think the store-
keepers and the merchants will reap the bene-
fit, and one or two industries; but I do not
think it is likely that consumers generally will
be able to get their sugar ebeaper than 24d. We
are always saying that the prosperity of the
colony depends on the development of our
goldfields, andon these goldfields now there
is a very large consuming population. All the
corn, hay, and chaff that can be produced in

the colony' find a profitable market there
and, as the agriculturists of this country can-
not grow sufficient stuff to supply our gold-
fields, large quantities have to be imported
from the other colonies, so that these goldfields
-are not only benefiting our own agriculturists,
but also others. Yet we find the Government
refusing to reduce the railway freights on
these goldfields lines. On the contrary, any
produce going Over them is charged double
rates.

Tn COnixSSIOsNE OP AL WATS :NO.
Ma. R. F. SHOLL: Not for produce?
THE CommiSSIOwNEO RAILWAYS: Certainly

not.
MR. R. F. SF1OLL: I do not find fault with

the promised reduction of freights in other
directions, but I do not see why oar goldfields
lines should have an, extrn burden placed upon
them, when it is clearly proved that these are
the very lines that are making our railway pay,
and that otherwise our railways would pro-
bably be worked at alost. The question is, do
our railways pay ? We are told that they are
payinginterest and working expenses, but lam
not prepared to accept that statement as cor-
rect. Whilst so many public works are going
on, causaing & large amount of traffic which is
only temporary, and while such large repairs
have to be made on existing lines out of loan
funds, I ami not prepared to say that our rail-
ways do actually pay. I doubt very much
whether there is any account kept against the
railways, in respect to repairs to locomotives
and other charges. Then there is the printing
work that is done* for the department, and
which costs the country many thousands a
year. I should like to know whether all the
work that is done for our raiways is charged
to that department. There are many other
expenses that ought to be charged,
but I question if they are. If all the charges
that ought to be made against our railways
were charged to them, I do doubt whether it
would be found that they do pay. I doubt
very much whether it will be. found that
they pay when our loans are exhausted. I
hope the Civil Service Commission will enquire
into this question of whether our railways
really do pay, or whether they derive assis-
tance from outside sources.

Tin, Coanisssza or Cuowis LANDS: If
they dcn't pay, you will have to raise the
freight rates, instead of reducing thenm.

MR. R. F. SHOLL ; It is not a question of
raising freights. We ame told that our rail-.
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ways pay, and I know some of them cannot
pay: and I shall want some very strong
reasons, and figures too, to satisfy me that they
do pay. I think that if you allow a margin of
about 3 per cent, for expenses and other mis-
cellaneous charges, you would be near the
mark. A. great deal has been said about the
Stock Tax. T think that members represent-
ing centres of population, and also the gold-
fields, have a good deal of reason for regarding
this tax as avexatious tax. But Ithink that
is all that can be said about it. T do not think
that consumers would derive much benefit
if the tax were removed to-morrow. I do not
believe it makes meat dearer, in any way. The
hon. member for Yilgarn said that the cost of
a bullock weighing 8o0lba. was £10. 1 think
there are very few bllck weighing SO0lbs.
delivered to the butchers in Perth or Frenman-
tle. Against that, there is the cost of killing,
the freight and landing charges, commission,
insurance, and innumerable other charges. At
the same time I cannot reconcile the price we
have to pay for our meat in Perth, with the
price the butchers pay for their cattle. Some-
one must be making a large profit, and I can
tell you it is not the grazier or the grower. I
ama a freetrader myself, in every way, and am
perfectly satisfied to do away with all duties
imposed for protective purposes. But I think
it would be most unfair that the unfortunate
stock owners at the North, when the only thing
they produce is meat, should be singled out,
and receive no protection, when they have to
pay duties on all the articles they themselves
consume or require,-flour. chalf, hay, corn,
boots, clothing, and everything else. I amu
confident myself, that the removal of this Stock
Tax would hot cheapen the price of meat in
Perth. There is plenty of live stock in our
Northern areas which could be brought to
market if facilities were given for bringing
it down. I amn glad to see that the
Government propose to give these facilities,
which I think is a move in the right direction.
I only hope they will go further, and subsidise
stamers to bring stock down from the North.
There is no doubt in my mnhd,that it wouldbe
a good thing, not only for the people of Perth
and Fremantle and these southern parts, but
also for those who have stock to send down,
but no means of bringing them down.
Some of the steamers at present on the coast
a subsidised, and sonme are not, and they

can only bring down a few stock at a time,
and it doesn't pay to send steamers up specially

to bring stock down. I think that a reasonable
subsidy would materially assist, not only the
consumer, but also the producer. It would be
necessary of course that these stieamers should
not call at the intermediate ports, as the.
steamers do now. If they had to do so, there
would be great deal of loss by deaths, and the
stock would also lose in condition. With re-
gar to the question of Federation, a great
deal has been said about it by several hon.
members. I am one of those who think it
would not suit this colony at the present time
to go in for Federation. We may all be satis-
fied it would be a very fine thing to be a
member of a grat Australian Federation, and
to help to build up an Astralian nation; but,
so far na this colony is concerned, I think our
isolation is a barrier, at, any rate for some time
to come, to our federating with the other
colonies. We have an immense territory to
develop, and have quite enough to do to look
after our own interests for the present. I
hope to see the other colonies taking up this
quetion of Federation in a more earnest
manner than they are doing at present, and
let a start be made in this direction. Let
New South Wales and Victoria federate first;
then Queensland and South Australia might
come in. It will then be time for us to con-
sider wheither we should join the Federation
or not. I think we are too far away from the
other colonies, and I do not believe that it
would be to the interest of Western Aus-
tralia to federate with them for many a
long day, setting aside the question of inter-
colonial frestrade. As I have said, we have a
!arge country to develop, our debt is small,
and the colony is prosperous, while the reverse
is the case in the other colonies. Going out-
side the Speech itself, I am very pleased in-
deed to see, in view of the appointment of a
fresh Governor, that some regulations have
been approved by the.Executive and sent home
to the Secretary of State, with regard to the
allowances which future Governors axe to be
entitled to. I wish the Government had
gone further, and made some regula-
tions so as to give them some con-
trol over the absence-on-leave of a Governor
during the term of his office. Take, for in-
stance, the case of the present occupant of
the office. His Excellency's commission is
dated the 26th August, 1890, and we were told
by the Premier, in answer toa. questiontheother
night, that His Excellency's leave had been
extended to the 16th August next. I have
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looked up the record supplied to the House
last session, and I find that the present
Governor, during his term of office-assuming
he does not return until Au-Lgust, net--has
been in the colony, drawing full or half-salary,
1,825 days in all, and that he has been absent
on different occa-ions 591 days ; that is just
one-third of the term of his occupancy. It
suggests itself to ine that if the Imperial re-
preseatative. who is paid a very large salary
by the colony (somuetliing like X6,000 . yea-r
altogether) can be away fromn she seat Of
Government for one-third of his time,
we might do away with him for the
remaining two-thirds. Apart from that,
we are keeping up three Government
houses, and it is just a question whether it i
would not be wise to dispense with two of them
and save the expense of keeping them
up. Another thing, I think it would be- well
that the Government should suggest to the
Secretary of State, that any future Governor
appointed should be a married man. I do not
know why hon. members laugh. I do not
think it is well that Government House should
be without a lady; for social and other reasons
there should be a lady presiding over the
Governor's establishment, and Ihope that
when the next Governor is appointed hie will
net be a bac-helor, or someone who wvill not
have his wife with him. There is another
mattedr I wish to refer to, and that is the
Government Printing Office. The Civil Service
Commission, I believe, enquired into some
branch of this department, and they seamed to
be satisfied ; but I do not think the public are.
it is only lately that Hasnsard for last year was
supplied to members, and the Votes and Pro-
ceedings have only been supplied since this
session opened, while the Blue Book is not
published to this day. I hope the Government
will cause some enquiry to be made into the
working of this department. I do not in any
way recommend a Commission, for I do not
think the Commisdona understood their work,
nor do I think they enquired what amount of
printing work was done for the different de-
partments. We know it is costing the country
a large sum of money to keep up thi establish-
ment, and I notice in the Excess Bill for last
year that there is a very large oxrees in con-
nection with this department. What 1 would
suggest would he this: that all work done in.
theGovernmeat Printing~ffice for the different
departments of the service should be charged
to those departments, and a debit account kept

against departments for work done. We would
then find out what expenditure is incurred for
printing by each department, and we would
get somxe idea as to whether we are getting
value for our mnoney. I think it is most import-
ant that the Organisation of this office should
be fully enquixed into. It would have another
good effect: it woUuld ake Ministers and
heands of department more careful if they
found there was a large charge against
their departments for printing. '[hey
would probably come to the conclu-
sion that their printing was costing thetn
too much, os, if the Government Printing
Office charged too mach for the work, they
would get the work done outside, which
would bc-a sort of check upon the Govern ment
Printing Office. C~oming back to the question
of our goldfields, I think the Government are
doing a. great deal for these goldfields, in
the shape of spending money in providing
them with water, and givinig thei] rail-
wa~y communication and other convenieno'-s.
While on this subject of railways, I would ask
the Government whether it would not be well
for thema to enquire into the cost of narrow
gaunge railways-temporary railways I may call
theua-of 2ft. guage, which might be used to
bring the different fields into cotmunication
with the terminus of the permanent line, say
at Coolgardie.

AN Hbs MEasa: There was a select Com-
mittee on the subject last year.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL: Yes, hut pr-esent cir-
cuusstances are different. The cheap lines
then contemplated were to be permanent lines;
I am aluding to temporary lines. f don't
know much about the cost of such lines, but I
have been told it would not be more than £300
or £400 per mile. TIhey might be r'sn in differ-
ent directions, connected with the main line,
and when they were no longer required in
any particular locality, they could be removed
and made use of somewhere else. I know
that these cheap lines are not in favour with
engineers, as a rule. They like something per-
manent, whether it pays or not, but I do not
see why they would not be of great service in
some parts of the colony. There is another
question I must refer to. I do not wish to
deal with it in any captious spirit; I always
wish to avoid giving offence if I can, or say
anything calculated to create ill-feeling or dis-
sension. But I mitit refer to one question,
and that is the Education ques.tion. I think
that in the interests of many of our friends in
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this House, whom we would like to see here
again, it would be as well to deal with this
question during thc present Parliament, when
itean be dealt with in an amicable spirit. I think
those who are interested in the present system
will lie likely to receive better terms from the
present Parliament than from any future Par-
lianent. The results of some recent elections
indicate that tbe days of the present system
are nutmbered, The Government, I am aware,
have taken a strong stand on this question,
but they will either have to turn some id
of somersault or go out of office over it.

Ma& Suresow:, Go out.
lila. R. F. SHOLL -I don't wish them to go

out. But the results of the recent elections
wvent to show what the result will be when the
present Parliament will cease to exist. There-
fore, I think it would be wise if some arrange-
ment could be arrived at with the Assisted
Schools during the existence of the present
Parliament. I would suggest (if it can be
done) that the Government should take over
these Assisted Schools and convert them
into nationail schools, where required, giving
the owners of the schools a fair and reason-
able compensation. With regard to the proposed
railway to the Collie coalfield, I have visited
the coalfield, and I am satisfied (which I was
not before) that we have a good usef ul coal
thero. The only question to my mind is this:
whether we have it in sufficient quantity.
There is also the question of the cost at which
it eau be brought to mnark-et, and whether the
cost of it, delivered in Perth, would be cheaper
than the cost of imported coal. Ef we can
got imported coal cheaper, no doubt it will
continue to he used, as it is a more valuable
coal. One is gas coal and th j other i3 not.
Another objection to the Collie coal is the
Dirge bunker space, it would occupy on board
steamers. I do not wish to express my opin-
ion at the present time upon this question, but
I would like the Government, befo re they build
this railway to the Collie, to put down a. bore
in different parts nearer the coast, to ascer-
tain whether coal cannot be obtained in a
more advantageous position than this Collie
coalifietLd With regard to working these coal
mines, I differ f rom the hon. member for East
Perth on that point. I am not in favour of
the Government workingP them. I should
prefer to see themi worked by some capitalists,
but we want to know whether the railway is
going- to pay before wve In ild it. With regard
to the proposed Mint, I have not studied the

matter, but it certainly would be to the
advantage of the people on our golddields to
be able to bring down their gold and have it
converted into sovereigns, instead oif having,
to carry it away in a chamois lether bag to
the other colonies, It may Dot suit the
Ranks, who would lose their little profit, and
their commission. So far as keeping the
Mint going, I have no fear but that this colony
will be able to keep it going for many yea
to come, working every day in the year. 'The
hen. mueuber for Cast K imberley (Mr. Con no r)
told us he was informed by a high authority
in New South Wale-., Mr. Donald Cameron,
that only one Mint in Australia will pay.

Mn. CoNson . u tbe Eastern C0ooies.
Ma. R. F. SEOLL:. I believe, myself, that

the only Mint that Would pay would be the
West Austraian Mint, because Ibeivve we shall
obtain more gold in this colony than any of the
other c0ooies. My old friend, the hon. mem-
ber for Sussex, complained about the time it
takes to get froni Bu3sselton to Perth by rail-
way. I quite concur with him. It is a most
tediouisjourney, and something ought to be
done to improvea the present servicu. 'lhere is
bad management somewhere. I have got out
when travelling on this line to see what was
causing the stoppages, and I found the guard
employed in beating out parcels for the dif-
ferent stations. Instead of having the goods
assorted, they seemed to be mixed up higgledy-
piggledy, and the time of the guard is wasted,
and the time of the travelling public too. I
have very little more to say, except that I
think some improvement ought to be made in
the accommodation of the public in this Chain-
her. There is very little accommodation hero
for the public now, and there seems to be
plenty of room in the Pres Gallery, a portion
of which miight. I think, be set apart for the ac-
commodation of strangers, without in any way
interfering with the reporters. I should be
sorry to hamper or cramp the members of the
Press, or to cause them interruption, but I
think one portion of the gallery might be
boarded off without inconveiencing them. If
that cannot be done, something ekse ought to
bedune to increase the accommodation provided
for the public; and I hope the Government
will consider the matter and see what
can be done. J must apologise to the Honse for
detaining it so long.

TuE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(11on1 Hf. W. Venn):- I have some remarks to
make, in the nature of replies to bon. members
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who have spoken. Following in the wake of the
Attortney-General. I must on behalf of the
Government thank hon. members f'qr the
moderate tOne in which they have dealt with
the Address. 'Taking the debate on the whole,
I do not think we can trace any great hostil-
ity to the Government, and we may tons
it as a compliment that the Speech has
been received generally with so much favour.
With regard to whether the debate on the
Address is close of time or not, I may say that
in my opinion it is not. I think it is an
advantnge, and I think members have a right
to avail themselves of the opportunity afforded
by this debate for addressing themselves to
any subjects they desire to ventilate, The
hon. member for Perth, who first followed the
mover and seconder, spoke about the Collie
coalfield, and said he hoped the Government,
before the session is over, will give as much
information to the House as they possibly ca
upon this subject. On the part of the Govern-
ment, I may say that the moat full and com-
plete information which the Government have
up to the present time will, I hope, be laid on
the table for the information of hon. members.
We have had many tests made, some good and
somne bad, and they will all be laid before mem-
bers, o that they may be able to form their
own judgment. Personally, I am as confident
now, that we have good, marketable, and
serviceable coal at the Collie, as ever
I was; and I feel sure that whep we have a
railway to that colafleld, we will be able to put
fuel down here at a price within the range of
the pocket of the poorest inhabitant of the
colnny. Coming next to the hon. member for
Albany, the hon. member's words sounded to
me as if the voice was that of Jacob while th
hand wast that of Esau. If the hon. member'
ambition is at some future time to occupy a
seat on these Treasury benches, and that
ambition is realised, and we on this side
happen to be in the cold shades of the Opposi-
tion, I can promise the hon. nember that we
wnil give him a loyal support in everything
which in our opini. n will tend to the benefit
of the colonty- However anxious (in the hion.
memrber's opinion) we ay be to keep in office,
I assure him we sa-e not at all anxious to do so
one hour longer than we think the people of
the colony desire. When we feel that the
people have lost confidence in us we shall be
happy to retire in the hurn. member's favour.
He spoke of the maladministration of the
Government generally. ad of myself in par-

tioular, and he supported his allegation by
the tremendous indictment that the stone for
the Albany Post Office was inportedsatone. It
may be of some interest to members if I read
a short memorandum on this subject, which
way clear the minds of hon. members:

1. The specifications provide that "freestone"
shl efm Fyrmtont Quarries, N.S.W., snd the

"blustone from Newport Quarries, Victoria, or
local granite, at the option of the Contractor.

2. The Contractor elected to use imported
stone.

3. A sanmple of stone, got at South Albany, was
tested Dec. 3rd, 1894, but the proposal to use that
stone was abandoned, as it proved brittle and un-
suitable for mullions and transomes.

4. In connection with this, it may be men-
tioned that Charles Layton, a local builder, supple-
mented his tender for this building by a telegram,
dated 11th Dec., 1894, "enrtein alternative tender,
local material increased by forty-five pounds
(E45)."

5. The invoice price for freestone, imported, is
£C4?.

6. The labour on freestone and bluestone wa
executed locally, viz., at Albany.

7. There is no plant at Albany for breaking
granite, and hand-breaking is expensive, and no
other hard stone available, suitable for making the
steps of concrete.

8. There is no sand at Albany suitable for
making such concrete.

9. If the steps had been of concrete, broken
bluestone would probably have been railed from
Orsenmount, ani[ an imported cement would
necessarily have been used.

10. The, basement walling and rough wrought
steps at entrance, as well as the door and winidow
sills and the plinthi, ale of local stone.

11. In P'erth local granite steps cost 7a. 6d. to
8s. per super foot, and Victorian blue stone 4s. 3.
to 4s' 6d. per super foot.

12. Referring to the practice in other than
Government buildings, it may be mentioned that
the specifications for the Congregational Church,
in St. (;corgo's Terrace, Perth, provided that the
steps tentrance should be of local granite, but it

wsfud that they could not economically la: pro-
cured, the result being that the top step is of local
granite and all the others are of Victorian blue
atone.

Mu. SimpsoN : Who is that report by ?
Tnz COMMISSIONER OP RAILWAYS

(Hon. H. W. Vena): By the Assistant-En-
gineer-in-Chif (Mr. Poole). It will be obvious
to members that in making use of this stone
the Government wen doing the best they
could in the interests of the country, and hav-
ing the work dlone au economically an Possible.
Coming next to the remarks of the hon.
member for North Fremantle, and the hon.
member for the Murray, I feel sure that, when
those hou. members come to think over the
remuark they made use of with reference to
Mr. Allison Smith, they will regret having
expressed themselves intheway they did. I feel
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sure it was not their desire to take advantage
of their position in this souse to cast reflec-
tions upon the uharacter of a professional man
which they would not be able to make outside
this House without rendering themselves
liable to a civil act-ion. It wats with regret
that I1 heard such reflections cast upon a pro-
f essional man's character, and I particularly
regret the reference that was made to the
amount paid by this colony to Mr. Allison
Smith for his services. I do not think tho
lion, and learned mvember for North Fro-
mantle (Mr. moss) would think five guineas a
a day too high to charge for his professional
services. Nor do I think that the hon.
member for the Murray (Mr. George), if
his services or advice were sought on some
special occasion, would consider that he was
,early paid if ho received fifty guineas for ten

or twelve days' work.
Ma. Groars: I give my time for 5s. a day

when on a jury.
I'HE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS

(Hon. H. W. Yent): 1 The amount paid to Mr.
Allison Sauith was at about the Same rate as
we are paying our own Engineer-in-;Chief, and
I do not think we pay him at too high a rate.
The honorable member for West Perth made
reF orenee to the way the Government deal with
arbitration eases, in respect to compensation
paid for land resumed for railway purposes. I
may inform the hon. member that we deal
with these matters under the Act. The value
of the laud is appraised by valuators ap-
pointed by the Government, and I feel sure
the Government always appoint the best men
they can find.

Mn. SIMPSON; At the Vusse P
THR OOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:

Yes, at the V'asse also. The very best men
available are appointed, and I (eel sure no
sensible man can caviJ at their valuations. We
find that in nearly every instance they are
reasonable and fair, and as much as the Go-
vernment ought to pay- In many instances
we have bought land, privately, below the
valuation of these getlemen. The hoe.imem-
hjer for Nannine, in speaking of our railways,
said he waq not perfectly satisfied with the
large amouots - charged to loan accounts
in connection with the equipment of our
railways and railway stations. On this point,
I would just ay this:!I havebeonat theheadof
our railways now for five years, and I have
heard a great deal in this House as to how
they ought to be conducted. I have often

heard membera say they Wish to see our rail-
ways conducted on commercial principles. For
my part I wish that principle to be carried
out to the bitter end-not that one branch
should be conducted on commercial principles.
and another branch on anything else but com-
mnercial principles.

Ma. SixrsoN : Black mail principle oA one
line.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAI.LWAYS
(Ho . R. W. Venn):- 'Ilhe fact of the matter is
we never did equip our Eastern Railway pro-
perly, lroiu the very first; it was the most
poorly equipped line in Australia up to a few
years ago. The most comm on conveniences
were not to be found on it , and it wee impos-
sible, the railway revenue then being 114 per
cent. lees than the expense, to attempt to buy
rolling stock, and the consequence was we had
to ask for a loan for additional improvements,
So as to equip our lines. As a matter of fact
they have never been equipped properly tip to
the present day, though we are trying to do
SO. If this House says we must reduce our
freight rates to the lowest possible standard, I
ak how are you going to make our railways
pay, and provide additional rolling stock, etc.

The House at this stage adjourned for an
hour.

At 7.30 p-rm. the Spiasa resumed the
chair.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn): Resuming mny remarks,
I was going oa to say, before the adjournment,
that [ think it would be as well if hon. mem-
bers who have criticised the working of the
railways 'would be consistent in their remarks,
for if they expect US to show a surplus of
revenue over expenditure at the end of the
year, they must not, on the other hand, move
the Government to make reductions in the
freight rates. I wili, at a inter period in the
session, be delivering my annual statement
Upon the railway estimates, iving than to
the House all the information that is possible
in relation to the railway accounts; and I

need not now labor this question very far.
Referring to remarks wade by the hon. mem-
ber for Nannine, 1 ecnn assure him that, up to
the present moment, so far as the working
expenses are concerned as against revenue in
this year and the year just past, thene is no
items, to my knowledge, charged against loan
account, that should properly and reasonably
be charged to working expenses. Therefore
It can asr hon. members that the accounts
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which will be presented to you during the
present session wvill be accurate accounts,
showing clearly and fully the actual esti-
mates of rail way expenses as against thre
revenue. The hon. member for the Gas-
coyne has said he does not feel sure that
the department has not been charging to
loan account the cost of machinery repairs.
I may tell the hon. member that, in all rail-
ways in the world, tbe cost of machinery
repairs is charged to railway expenditure, and
not to any loan account. But in connection
with other railways that are managed by com-
panies on commercial principles, there is
always a fund, which may be called a sinking
fund, out of which the rolling stock can be
paid for, and the companies do not car eoven
to increase their capital account, unless it is
for some extraordinary expenditure, such as
extensions or other contingencies that may
arise. I again say that if it is desired that
the Government railways in this colony
should be worked on commercial principles.
there will be n difficulty in that respect, but
hon. members must be consistent in that
matter, and not expect that very reduced
rates can be charged, and that there will, at
the same time, be a large annual surplus of
revenue over expenditure. The two expecta-
tions are antagonistic to each other. I may
say, in regard to the working of the railways.
that the results will show, when laid before
bon. members, that whereas the percentage
of working cost was £114 to earn X100) of
revenue in the year 1890, the percentage of
cost for the year 1894-5 has Deen £63 to earn
£9100. '1 at is the very best result you can
expect to attain at present; and 1 venture to
say that it compares favourably with the
working of any other railways in Australia,
even under the management of the ablest ex-
perts. I may say again, that when the rail-
way accouints are presented to hon. members,
later in the session, they will be correct
accounts and such as members may rely on ;
and I can assure the bon. member for the
Gascoyne that Iamn not by any means likely
to charge a thing to loanaccount, wich should
properly he charged to working expenses, in.
asinuob, if I had the desire Ito do so, hor.. mem-
hers could call for the returns, and would
thus be able see themuistace in a moment, and
such a mistake would reflect very much on the
departments. It has been stated, in this de-
hate, that on a previous occasion I laid down
the principle, in referencea to the rail-

ways to goldfields, that when the gold-
fields traffic has shown a clear su-plus
over the working expenses, besides pay-
ing interest on capital, the Government
will consider the propriety of reducing
the rates of freight. Well, I say now that I
never told this l -Ouse, nor gave the hon. men,.
ber for Coolgardie, any promise to the effect
that when the line to So~thern Cross paid the
same as other lines of railway have paid, the
freight rates would be reduced. I assure the
House that such a thing wvas never in may
mind, and I could not have said it. I may say.
however, that the Government have now
lowered the rates on all the railways of the
colony; and inasmuch as, the rates are lowered
upon a large amount of produce, those people
who are served by the railways to goldields
must proportionately derive the same benefit
as the other portions of the comumnity. Also,
from the 1st, of August next the passenger
rates on goldfields railways will be assimilated
to thosechargedon the Eastern Railway; there-
fore, taking it altogether, the reduced rates
that will be in operation on and after the 1st o
August will make a difference, a total
estimated reduction in our railway revenue,
amounting to between £30,000 and X40,000.
So far, therefore, as my promlise is concerned,
as regards the reduction of the rates as oon as
a certain proportion of revenue was received
from the railways, that promise has been
redeemed, and the reduction will be realised
on the 1st of August next. The hon.
member for the Vasse has spoken of the
slow speed of trains on the newly opened rail-
way to that district. It should be remembered
that, in constructing new railways, this Rouse
expects the Government to construct them as
cheaply as possible; therefore we have laid
down on that railway, as en others, 451b. rails,
end it is absolutely impossible to get a great
amount of speed on rails of that strength. If,
however, bon. members want to see a high
speed attained on our railways, they must
authorise the Government, when constructing
new lines, to use 601b,. or 801b. rails. As to
comparative speed, 1 am aware the Midland
Railway Company are at present running
trains on their railway at a higher rate' of
speed than the contractor for that company
thinks itsafe and proper todo; and funderstand
that those trains attain sometimes a speed of
40 miles an hour, on 451b. rails. The Midland
line is only just completed, and the company
are bound to a certain amount of time. I
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have no control over the rate of speed on that
railway. With regard to speed on our Eastern
Railway and lines generally, I 'inny say the
overnment have already ordered a class of

engines with at much larger wheel base, And we
expect to ruin the trains in future at a greater
speed than we have been able to do hitherto.
As to the speed of trains on the Vasse railway. it
is the duty of the Government to assist the poor
settler as well as others, in sending his pioduce,
by railway; and the settler who has a bag of
potatoes or a quarter of a ton of flour to send
by railway has as much right to have it taken
up or delivered, as has the man who wants to
send away a 5-truck load. The picking up of
small quantities at various stations along the
journey will account for the slow rate of speed
on the These line. Bint the speed is not al-I
ways slow between Perth and the Vusse, he-
Cause on Friday the journey is done at a fairly
good spted. and on that journey there is not
much done in the delivery of goods. When
the trade jnstifles it, we shall be able to run
trains at a higher rate of speed between Perth
and the Vasse, and T hope the time is not far
distant when the trade along that railway
will be sufficient to warrant the running of
passenger trains, separately from the goods
traffle. I may add that on and utter the 1st
of September next it is proposed to run
daily trains between Perth and the Southern
districts, and I hope they will nmake bettor
time. The hon. member for Fremantle (Mr.
Marmion) referred to something he thought1
must be wrong in the railway administration
when the carters along the road can compete
against the railway between Perth and
14'reutantre. But the bon. member, on reflec-
tion, will eaisily see that there is a reason for
that competition. The railway between. Perth
aind Fremantle, like the railways. elsewhere,
has to pay for upkeep and general manage-
meat, besides the other expenses ; whereas
the carters who use a&public road, which is
maintained hy the Government, have nothing
to pay for maintenance. If, however, thie
carters had to pay for the maintenance of
the road which they use, they could no
wore eoinpete agaism the railway than they
coald By. These carters are not put to any
great expense in bringing goods from Freman-
tle Lu Perth, because all goods that eomp ex
warehouse fromn the Port can be delivered in
Perth with only one handling-; whereas, the
other way about, when goods go from a ware-
house to the Goods Shed at Fremantle there is

the handling, and on reaching Perth by rail-
way there is a second handling, end in the
delivery there is A third handling. When I
was in Sou th Australia recently I was astonish-
ed to see the great amount of cartage that is
done between that city and the port. There is al-
se a large Amouut of cartage between the city of
Melbourne and the port ; and the same is to be
seen in New Zealand. It is easy tounderatand
that carters will he able to deliver with greater
despatch than can be done by the railways,
because if you put a load of stuff on a cart in
Fremantle, to, be delivered direct to some
agent in Perth, you can estimate within half-
an-hour the time when the stuff will be de-
livered in Perth ; but if the same goods lie
delivered at the railway saution in Freumantle
for conveyance to Perth, there may not be a
goods train till the night, and the saticles
maty not be delivered in Perth till the next
morning, so that then 'is not the samie cer-
tainty of quick delivery within a given time.
That is why the carters are able to carry
goods at payable rates on the road between
Perth and Fremantle. There is another
question outside of that. Does the hon. mem-
ber desiri-, in raising this point, that the
Government should "1run " every trade, and
monopolise the whole of the business in this
coloiny P Does he desire that the Govern ment.
-when they see a earter making a liv~ng by
carrying goods in a snxaU way, should ruan
him elf the rend? [AN How. Mrxnsa! Yea
do it in the delivery o. parcels.] Yes, we do
send out a carrier to deliver entai parcels.
But, on this question of carters competing
against the railway, I think it is a good thing
to encourage private enterprise as mnuch uis
possible, and if carters find that it pays them
to carry goods direct by road between Perth
and Fremantle, and it it pays the railway to

*deal with goods ex ship, we 'nay well leave
*the matter as it stands, and not find fault
with the Railway Department for not lower-

*ing the rates, and leaving some trade to be
done by carters along the road.

THEu HoN. WI. XA M&anom: I did not say
the rates were too high.

Tux COMMISSIONER OF' RAILWAYS
(Hon. 13. W. Venn):- No; thehbon, member said
he thought something was wrong when the
carters were able to compete against the rail-
way. I amn quite satisfied there was no
anlimius in what the hon. member said, but
that be simuply mentioned it As a fact. Inltay
say, however, that if I were the managing

Address-in-Reyly. [3 JULY, 181)5,]



144 Adesi- pi.(SE L. Address-in-Reply.

director Of a private railway. I do not think
you would see any traffic in goods along the
road at all, in competition with the railway;
but, in the position I occupy, it is my duty to
study the best interests of the colony
generally, rather than the actual interests
of the railway revenue. I do not
think I need labor the question further in re-
gard to the administration of the railways. as
I think the accounts thatwill be laid before hon.
members this session will carry conviction. I
regret, with the hon. member for the Murray
that the railway repoits have been wanting,
and were not presenfed last session ; but that
is due to I he fact that we have been running

at high pressure in our offices ever since I
have been in office, and the Engineer-in-
Chief has not had time to mitke those valuable
reports which ho should do, and which other-
wise would have been presented regularly;
but I promise that before long-I hope be-
for~e this session closes--you will have full and
complete reports. As we have nothing but
good to report, you can quite understand it is
annoying to me that I was not able, last ses-
sion, to place before the House the annual re-
port on the railways. That report, as well as
the report for the year justpast, will be printed.
I hup.,. before the clo'ie of this eesa-on we
have the matter a good deal forward now, and
it will only be a question of printing that will
prevent the report for the year 1894-5, as well
as that for the prev ions year, being presented
during the present session. Before closing, I
may be expected to refer to some remarks
made by the hon. member for Albany. I
may say that, when he speaks about putting
a stop to dissensions in the 14inistry, I
do not know to what ho alludes. I do
not know of any dissensions in the Ministry.
E[Ma. Sturpsow:- We all know what he alludes
to.) Well, so far as I am individually on-
crned. I may say that the longer we, as col-
leagues, are associated with Sir John Forrest
us Premier of this colony, the better we appre-
ciate him and the wore loyal we are to him
The hon. the Premier will be able, before this

debate e.osee, to address himself to the hon.
member for Albany. There was a remark
made by the hon. member for Gascoyne about
the want of conveniences in this Chamber.
Two years ago there was expressed a desire on
the part of certain members for the erection
of new Parliamentary Buildings. I do not
think that desire met with much support from
members generally; hut, as Director of Public

Works, and knowing that this desire existed,
I have thought it would be unwise for me two
nalre large Or expensive alterations lin the

present building, if there was a desire to erect
new Parliamentary Buildings, in which both
branches of the Legislature could be amply
accommodated. If, however, hen, members
can agree to put thatt idea out of their minds,
and go on using the present Chamber, a great
deal wnay be done in improving the present ar-
rangeinets, not only for the greaterconvenience
of members, but also for the public in the spaces
set apart for them. I have had a design pre-
pared which shows that, for a few hundred
pounds, a greater amnount of sitting accout-
modation can be provided for the public
generally, and for the ladies, by improving the
present Chamber.

Ma. LEFROY : It must be very gratifying
tu any one representing the people in any
country, to hoar a satisfactory satement
emanating from the Government at any time
and I think we may all feel gratification that
on the present occasion the Government are
able to present to us a satisfactory condi-
tion of affairs. I must admit they have
tried to give it as rosy a hue az pos-
sible, but of course that is naturally always,
the desire of a Government. But though
everything about this colony at present ap-
pears to be very golden indeed, yet in some
parts of it there are clouds which ay one
'who knows the inward condition of this colony
must not ignore. I do not intend to go
seriatim through the different items that are
presented to as in the Speech of His Excellency,
but will merely pause a little over a few of
the questions that ame here brought to our
notice, and which have been debated to a cer-
tain extent by hon. members. Sometexception
has been taken to thc statement in the Speech
with regard to Federation. I myself must
ogres with the Government that this is not
a Dressing time for us to initiate in this colony
any state of Federation. Exception has been
taken by some members to the appointment
of delegatesto the Federal Council, as made
by the Government; but I think this is asrce-
ly the timet, to take exception to those am
pointments, because it musthe well known to
hon. members that th ere is no other course
provided under tb e Federal Council Act, by
which delegates from this colony to that
Council could be appointed. I am not sure
however, that it would not be a
MUChL hotter plan if delegates to the
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Council were to he appointed by Parliamentr
but, at the sa&me time, I do not think it righit
that members of this House should object to
tho present arrangement, by obecting to the
Government having made the appointments
they did wake, when the Government had no
other cours3e they could possibly have taken
under the Act. Of-course it would probably
amount to the same thing if the delegates to
the Council were to be elected by Parliament,
because the Government of the day must
necessarily have a majority to carry ,ut the
business of the country, and they would
possibly name their own representatives, and
their supporters would probably support them
in doing so. I think indeed that, under the
present system of appointment, we are more
likely to get gentlemen appointed as delegates
who have not exactly the same views as the
Govern ment on general questions, than would
be the eas if the delegated were to be app-
ointed by Parliament as a whole, in which
the Government must necessarily have a
majority. The Federal Council is the
only body that has any power to deal with
federal questions ; and I think it is very
well that this body should continue, for
if it is nothing else, it is the germ
of that larger Federation which we all
hope at some time to see. I am not one of
those who would like to see m . rely the Federa-
tion of Australia against the outside world;'
because I do not think that is the proper
spirit which should actuate us in desiring
Federation. I should like to see, with the
Federation of Australia. the Federation of

the whole British Empire; and if we cannot
have that, we had better have nothing. As
to federating Australia against the outside
world, where does the money we borrow
come from, ii not from the outside world
-from England particularlyP And as to
our having Freetrade amnongst ourselves,
and protection against the outside world, I do
not think we should endeavor to put restric-
tions upon the mother country by shutting
out from our shores her exported goods, when
our produce is heing exported to England.
One of the questions debated on this occasion
is the Stock Tax, and that question has arisen
out of the Tariff Bill mentioned in the Speech,
and since introduced into this House. I must
say that some of those members who are oppos-
ed to the Stock Tar have handled it in a very
extraordinary manner. The hon. member
for Est Perth, who t notice always makes

a long oraticn to the House, and to whom
we are all pleased to listen, for we look
upon him as a rising member of this
House, does not himself remain in the Chami-
ber to listen to ethers, after others have
listened to him for perhaps an hour or more.
The hon. member classes himself as an out-
and-out protectionist, and what does he do at
the snnrctinr F He wants f reetrade in stock
and meat. I do not like to imnpute motives-it
is a thing I would rather not do-but when I
think over this matter, it seems to me that the
hen.imember is merely addressing that argu-
ment to his constituents, thiuliing probably
that it will suit those who placed hiur here,
and consequently he desires to see the Stock
Tax taken off. t think we ought all, as far as
possible, to try and legislate for the colony at
large, and, when legislating for the protection
of industries, we should place that protection,
if possible, on the whole community rather
than on any particular class. The hon, mem-
ber says this tax irritates a, certain number of
people. Well, I say if there is onethtng more
than another which would irritate those people
who live in the Northern parts of this colony,
it would be the abolition of the Stock Tax. I
believe that, to take it off, would irritate them
more then anything else. Pers6ually, I say
it would not affect rue in the least,
or those I represent, but it would cer-
tainly irritate those people who are our
pioneer setters in the North. If the retain-
ing of the Stock Tax would irritate one class,
awd the removal, of it would equally irritate
another class, I say the mere faet of there
being irritation in one class would not be a
right reason for taking the tar off, now that it
is in existence. I say it would be better to
leave the tax as it is. A nether bon. member
has said that if the question of abolishing all
these taxes were to be submitted to a direct
vote of the people there would he a, strong
majority against it. Well, if we were to put.
to the direct vote of the people this question-
"Shall we take the taxes off everything and do
"away with all taxation through the Customs
" house ?"'-I should like to know what would
be the answer. I say the answer of the
majority would be "Yes; do away with evsry
.taxatizon." That would be the answer, because

the majority of the people do not interest
themselves much in the intricate matters of
government, and the majority of the people
r ever think how the governmnent of the country
is to be carried on-forgetting that all the
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public services and works reqpire money for
carrying them on as public conveniences.
I certainly think that the argument used by
the hon. member, about submitting this taxa-
tion question to a direct vote of the people, is
an argument that is untenable, Of course it
is said by sonic, that the removal of the Stock
Tax is going to make a great reduction in the
price of meat. I know something aboutthatpart
of the question, having lived in the colony a
number of years, and am able to judge in my
own way whether the removal of this tax would
much lessen the price of meat to consumers,
It say distinctly it would not; end I
would like to say here now-and I think
bon. members and the people generally
wiU find it so-that as long as this colony is ina
a flourishing condition, the price of meat will
never go down much. If, however, the colony
gets into depression, if many people leave it,
and we then have more meat in the colony
than is required by the reduced population,
then aown will go the price of meat. Other-
wise, the price will not go down much below
what it ia at present. Thiere is plenty of meat
which might be sent here from the Eastern
colonies and South Australia, and the Stock
Tax does not prevent the growers and sales-
mien fromn sending it here. [MR. MORAN :
I know it does.] The boni, member,
who has been visiting the other colonies,
may have comec to the conclusion that it does,
but I have also visited the Eastern colonies
recently, and I know that those interested in
stock there say the Stock Tax in this colony
has never deterred them from sending meat
here-that what deters them is the distance,
together with the risks they have to f ace in
sending stock to our markets. I think it is
only right to those people who live in the
northern parts of this colony, and who lead as
a~rduous a life as any miners, that they should
be considered in this question as well as
the miners, beause the removal of this

tax would operate as a great irritant in
many quarters; and, now that the tax is in
existence. we shall do very much better to
leave it as it is. I wilt not say much with
regard to the establishing of a Mint, as the
question will come before us bye-and-by. I
know it will be impossible for a Mint to pay
here. The Melbourne Mint does not pay. I
find it terned out last year coined gold to the
value of four millions sterling, and I believe
the cost of producing it was £208 above the
working expenses, without taking into con-

sideration the interest on buildings that have
cost £00,000, and the interest on fittings and
other necessaries, which cost X30,000. Of
course a Mint will not pay i-re, end
nobody expoets that the coining of gold
is going to pay. At the present price
of gold, and the present value of the
sovereign we all knew that the minting of
gold is not a p~rofitable occupation ; but, at
the same time, if we aire not likely to be
burdened ivw'th any great expense, ond if the
Government can show us that such is not
likiely to be the case. I would not be inclined
to oppose the idea of a ftintbeing established
here, as it mightgive this colony some prestige
in the estimat ion of the outsidc world, and as a
gold-producing country, we should he brough t
into mere notice. With regard to the
Frewo ntl a Workshops- that burning question
of the day-the hen. memiber for Fremuantle
(Mr. Blarnmion) has got a site soca~where in.
his own mind, which hie is going to tell
us about bye-and-by ; and of course I
would not like to pledge myself either to
one site or another until my honorable and
genial friend has been able to explain where
this site is; and I hope it will be possible for
me2 to give iny support to the site which the
hon. member intends to propose. Iam efruid,
however, that unless we have somne batter
arguments brought forward than have ben
'produceed already, I shall have, on this ques-
tie a, to vote in the opposite direction to thatof
my hen.friond. His Excellency's Speech tells
us that the railways are proving of the
greatest importance to the country, and that
the revenue for the present financial year will
net only exceed the working expenses, but will
also pay the interest and sinking fund onl the
capital expended in their construction, It also
1says: "1The success which has attended the

",opening up of the country by railways proves,
"beyond a doubt, that the policy of giving

"'facilities of transit by railway has been
" thoroughly justified, aind Should be continued
"to the utmost extent, consistent with the
means of the colony." Now, I regret that
has not been the case in the d istrict I repre-
sent. A railway has been running in that
district (the Midland) some considerable time,
and the work has becen uinder construction
nearly eight years. From the answer we re-
ceived from the Premier last evening, the
House now knows that not one acre of the
Midland Company's land, through which
the railway runs, between Guildford and
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Champion Bay, has been alienated during
the last two years, and therefore none of that
land has been alienated during the last eight
years, because until two years ago the Govern-
ment had no power to sell any land within the
area of the Company's concession-that is to
say, from 1887 until two years ago, the Go-
vernment bad no power to sell ay land for-
settlement within that district. This is a
question of very great importance to the
colony, because we have had all this extent of
country lying idle, waiting for settlement and
for cultivation ; andyotnot oneacre of theCom-
pany's land has been alienated during the last
eight years. Itis not that there is no land to~re
suitable for settlement and cultivation. There
is abundance of land that might he used. for
settlement and for agricultural purposes, and
this can be shown by the fact that even within
the last few months, on the side of the railway
where the land has riot been selected by the
Midland Company, the Government have been
able to part with a considerable amount of
Crown land, and Bomne settlement is going on
there. But, unfortunately, the Government
retain very little land there that is of any
good, between Gifldford and Geraldten, alter
the Company have made their selections; ad I
hope the Midland Company will soon open their
eyes to the fact, that if their railway is to be a
payable unjiertaking, they must do something
to settle the land they have selected under
their contract. It is ridiculous for a, board of
railway directors, sitting in London, to value
the Company's land, as they do, at the absurd
price of 30s. an acre right through, as an
average. Those directors sitting in London
must know particularly well that a large
area of land in thid colony cannot possibly be
worth 30s. an acre, when the Government are
giving free grants of land to homestead
selectors. Those gentlemen ought to know
that land here cannot be of that value for
settlement, when they moust be aware that
witiin the sound of the church bells of
London, there is land now reduced to
prairie value. Small holders in the Mid-
land district, who had perhaps 100 acres
of land eight years ago, and may now wish to
increase their holding by purcha~sing from the
Company, are not able to do so because no man
can afford to pay 30s. an acre, end make a, profit
out of the land by working it. Besides, how
can persons in London imagine that, when we
are giving away land here for the purpose of
inducing settlement and cultivation, the Kid-

land Company can get the high price they
expect for itP I do not wish to call to acount
those gentlemen who are in this colony repre-
seating the Company, for I think they have
carried out the construction work well, and
the colony haa got a good line of railway
now running; hut unless, the Company adopt
some practical scheme of laud settlement, the
present state of things will prove a great de-
triment to the Company and to this colony.
If the Company wish to get out of their diffi-
culties, they will have to bring settlement to
the large area of country which they hold. I
am glad the Government have decided to put
down artesian bores on the goldfields. T have
always advocatted this, because I do not see
how we can really know whether artesian
water is obtainable there, until sufficient tests
are actually made ; and I am pleased
to think the Government are now go-
ing to put down bowes in different
parts of the goldflelds, and try to find artesian
water if possible. One or two hon. members
have aid there are several questions -which
ought to be settled hero, while the public
feeling is calm. Why, those hon. members
wnt to get about two hudred years ahead of
any other country. That sort of thing is
impossible. We all know that political
changes come gradually, and they must come
in this country, as elsewhere, by a. series of
revolutions, and not by any other way.
Does any hon. member knew of any
great political question having been
settled when everythring in that country
was calm and quietP I never have, though
I rather prefer a state of calm. All great
questions of the day, in other countries, have
been settled either by force of arms, or when
the political conditions were very stormy.
With regard to increasing the facilities at
elections, and all that sort of thing, I think
we have gone quite far enough in our electoral
legislation, and I do not think anything fur-
ther is required at present. Some hon. nmem-
hers seem to imagine that all the people
think of, in this colony, is getting their names
put on the Electoral Rolls, and having a. vnte
for members of Parliament-a if that were
their sole ambition. My experience with
electors is that there is usally the greatest
difficulty in getting them to take steps for
having their names put on the Electoral
Rolls; and that, if they do get their names on,
if they are not driven to the poll they will net
go there. I do not know whether my hen.
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friend, the member for Yilgarn, intends to
drive all his friends Lo the poll, when the day
of election comes round. [CUn. MOitAx Yes.]
I am tot one of those who, wish to see these
changes at present. As to the payment of
members, I say a Member of Parliament wants
to be independent of Parliament, and nless
a member is independent of ]Parliament. he
cannot be a fitting a representative of the
peopleas he would beif he were notpaid. When
tepresen tatives come into this House to be paid.
sllthey think of will bethe emolument, and ve-ry
often the paid members in other Parliaments
ate induced to vote with the Government,
simply to keep them in power, because the
paid members are afraid that if the Govern-
ment go out there may be a general election
and these members may lose their emolu-
ments. After the lengthy reports we now
see printed erci y evening of the proceedings
in this House, and the L-reat length of some
of the speeches, some or ua may think
whether it would not be better if each
member were allowed only ten or fifteen.
minutes to speak in a debate. I rather
expect that some of those gentlemen in the
gallery who have to report our speeches may
be "1striking " before this session is ended. I
am aware there is a provision in the contract
atgeementfov publishing these lengthky reports
in a newspaper, that, the publishers are not
to be held responsible in the event of a, strike.
However, we are all aware that the colony is
in a most satisfactory financial condition-it
must be most satisfactory for all of us to know
that-but at the same time I think that, out-
side of the gold, the people generally are net
in that satisfactory condition that the finances
of the colony would lead one to expect they
are, and that to say otherwise would appear but
mockery to some of those poor. unfortiuate
people who have had to tide over the great
difficulties of the last fewyears. But this feet
emrphasises, at the samea time, the great fin-
portance of the gold discoveries in this colony
-the fact that, when everything else in the
colony is depressed, the financial condition of
the colony is sound and flourishing-because,
take away the gold discoveries and all that
depends on them, then whbat sort of condition
would we be in ? That again emaphasises the
inference that we should try to assist the gold1
industry as much as possible. We should con-
sider carefully whet we expend in that direc-
tion, and I am not sure the Governmtent are
not right in charging a little higher freight

on the railwaqys to the goldfields, as compared
with the freights on other lines. It is to be
remembered theme is no lack traffic. on the
goldfields' railways, and that before they ware
built the cost of carriage by road to the fields
was enormous. The difference between the
freight by road and that now charged by
railway is so greatly in favor of the
mining industry, that it means a saving
in cost, of 300 or 400 per cent, These
railways hare been, proportionately, of much
greater advantage to the people interested in
th. gold mining industry, than to the other
classes of the commnunity. While the colony
is in this satisfactory financial condition, I
think this is a time when we ought to be most
careful 'with regard to its finances. It is well
known that it is not orly the case with the
Governments, but with private individuals,
that when there is plenty, when there is
abundaticc, when there is great financial pros-
perity, there is also a bigger outgoing,'
and a greater waste. We have seen that
experience all over the world, and I
think we should be all the more careful
in dealing with the finances, so that
when we have abundance we should not
squander it. Although sitting on the Opposi-
tion side, I am not here to attack the Govern-
ment in any way for what they have done in
the pastiand it remains to be seen in the future
whether it will be necessary for me to take up
a position of that kind. My duaty to the coun-
try is to see that the a ffairs of the colony are
carried on properly and rightly, throngh Parlia-
meat ;and as long as the Government bring
forward measures that are in the interest of
the country, r say here, fearlessly. I shall he
prepared to support them, and support them
to the utmost of my ability. I think that is
the proper spirit which should actuate any
representative of thre people. We cannot alt
have the samne views. It is very pleasing
if we can all1 agree, hut we canunot;
.Md it i.% often extrawdinhary to hear
:hat, when some of one's friends get
up, 6heir views are so entirely different from
one's own views. At the same time, I have
not congratulated. the Government, or even
told them they have managed the colony's
affairs in a very satisfactory mannner. But I

:ip.we aliim this House shall work, during this
"ason, as we have worked in the past, for the
'jest interests of the country at large, and of
rhe people we represent.

Tr COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
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LANDS (H~on. A. R, Richardson): There are
not many points in this ezce,-dingly long
debate I wish to dwell upon; so I will confine
my attention to a very few of them. Every
hon. member must have become weary of the
whole thing. It would not be becoming in
me, I suppose, to join my congratulations to
those which have been so numerous, and per-
haps. I shall save the criticism of the
hon. member for Albany if I withhold
them on this occasion. I have noticed
that bon, members have dealt very kindly
with His Excellency's Speech as a whole.
The only member on the other side who has
mnade a downright straightforward attack on
the Government is the hon. member for
Albany, though perhaps, before we finish this
debate, the hon. membcr for Geraldton may
have a pitch-in too. [Dia. Srun'soN:- Nothing
of that sort about me.J We are all thankful
to the bon. memaber for Albany for brightening
up our debates with hisfiashes of wit, andshe
is one of the jocular members of the House,
perhaps we expect from him a certain amount
of funny sayings. Being the f unny man of
the House, we expect him to amuse us by
saying funny things. It would be very
monotonous at times if we had not this re-
lief, and so, long as the hon. member
does not become too personal, he mnay in
this way become popular. But I will say that
if he poses before us us aL serious politician,
and wishes to be taken seriously as aL states-
man who perhaps some day may have to take
his share of responsibility in guiding the
destinies of this great country, we shall ex-
pect frow him something mote, something
different from either criticisms or rebukes-we
shall expect him to handle the affairs of the
country in something like a statesmanlike
manner. The bon. member bewails the
absence of anything like a policy in the
G3overnor's Speech, and remarks that surely, in
the face of this rising revenue and this suar-
plus, the Government ought to be able to
sketch out something or other in the s lisps of
a comprehensive scheme of expenditure. He
also objects that the policy of the past has been
one of loans end public works. The bon.
member does not make it clear as to whether
this policy, the absence of which from the
Speech he so much regrets. was to show how
this surplus revenue should be expended, or
whether it was to so arrange things that no
such misfortune as the possession of a surplus
of £9200,00 should occur again. I suspect he

cannot mean the former, because he tells us
that any MinistIry could carry cut a policy of
loans and public works-that practically any-
body, without any political instinct at all, could
do this. He says they have only to sit down.
spend the money, and wait for the result,
Well, it should follow logically that if we had
indicated any policy to show how we are going
to spend this £e200,000 of surplus revenue,
it would be no proof of political instinct on
cur part, because the bon. member says no
political instinct is necessary to carry out a
policy of spending money-that anybody can
do it. He further says that one of the first
principles of good government is good finance.
Well, that must be a contradiction of his pre-
vious proposition, and it is one of those funny
things that we expect to find, and do find, in a
speech from the hon, member. Therefore, as
I imagined before, it could not have been his
meaning that the absence of a policy from the
Speech was indicated by the absence of any
echeme which should show how this enormous
surplus was to be expended. lBut, on the other
hand, if it is so, I think it would have been
rather a better idea if the hon. member had
had patience enough to wait until the Annual
Estimates can be placed On the table, because
while telling us the Speech was inordinately
long, he regrets that the Government
have not made it longer by adding other
paragraphs to explain how this enormous
balance of £200,000 is going to be expended.
He attempts to show it is a proof that we haveo
no policy, by complaining that We have not
given in the Speech a list of those public
works on which we intend to spend this
large revenue, and he infers therefore,
that we do not know how to spend it. I think
the bon. member must have meant by
his argument, that we ought to have
brought in a policy, with a list of the intended
expenditure, in order to prevent a recurrence
of such a disaster as our having this enormous
surplus--that is to say, we ought to have
brought in a policy that would decrease our so-
venne in the future. Well, I must point out
that wre have brought in a policy that will de-
crease our revenue, and that the Customs
Duties Repeal Bill is now on the table. But
even this does not please him. He poses now
as a hard-and-fast freetrader; and he gives
us evidence of his financial ability in his eriti-
cisanson the tariff. lietellsnusheis noteatisfled
with the reductions the Government propose to
make ;which reductions, I maintain, are very
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considerable in amount, and will materially re-
lieve the burden of taxation en the people.
'The hon. member says we should wipe out the
20 per cent., and the 15 per cent, duties, and
above all the 124 per cent, ad rcilorem. duty.
This statement shows how deeply he nmust have
thought overthe tariff question, when he has
not discovered that there is no 124 per cent.
duty at all. The lion, member describes the
reductions proposed by the Government s a
mere tea-and-sugar policy.

MR. BANDEIA.: I rise to apoint of order. The
hon. gentleman is reading extracts from a
newspaper. Is that in order?

TiH, SPEAKER :1f the lion, member is
reading extracts from a newspaper of a de-
bate that ha taken place this session, of course
he is out of order.

THE COMMISSIONER OF' CROWN
LANDS (lion. A. R. Richardson): I am read-
ing from my notes. However, the hon. member
for Albany further said, in his criticisms, that
he considered the means which the Govern-
ment have chosen for reducing the tariff are
Dot the proper ones at all, and that the re-
ductions ought to have taken place in
another direction. He would lik to
make us believe that the Govern-
went are confining their attention to
taking the duty off tea and sugar. I think
some other hon. meimbers also have not given
fair consideration to this matter in speaking
to that way, for we have also proposed to take
the duties off kerosene, bags, blankets, fencing
wvire, and many other articles in general use ;
and by these remissions we expect to lose
£40,000 or 450,000 of revenue. That is a con-
sider-ble relief to the burdens of the people.
Hon. members may reason as they like, but
still there is the fact that £40,000 or £250,000
a year, which the people have hitherto been
paying to the revenue in taxes through
the Customs-house, will in future be saved to
them, and I amt sure no hon. member can
get out of that statement. 'M'e people
who have been paying taxes on the
very necessaries of life, and especially the
heads of families, are to be relieved to the
extent of £40,000 or £50,000 a year; and as
this large sai is to be saved to them on the
necessaries of life, and not on luxuries, I think
the Government 'nay well claim to have fairly
considered the needs of the people who most
require relief, and to have done this at a time
when there was, no great pressure on them so
to do. It appear's the only thing the aovern-

mont should have proposed to satisfy
some hon. members, was to take off the Stock
Tax. That is the burden of some hon. mnem-
bers' arguments. We have had from different
quarters or the }lousc-on that (the Opposi-
tion) side of the House and on thu -some
mnostingeniousandeone wonderful calultions
is to the oppressive effect of the Stock 'lax on
the community. I am not here as an apologist
for the Stock Tax. I do not care much about
it, one wvny or the other. I we-uld prefer, as a
principle, to see tho whole colony go into free-
trade. Buat when the voice of the country
and of Parliaiment has declared a preference
for a protective tariff-and I beliove that if a
plebiseile could be taken on that question the
general vote would be in favor of a protective
tariff-is it an honest or fair kind of protective
tariff to protect a certain number of industries,
and at the same time begrudge any protection
to that very large interest, our agricultural
and pastoral industry? I amt not going
to say the Stock Tax does not make
the least difference in the price.
because I do not believe in such arguments at
all. If anyone tells me that to take the duty
off sugar and tea will not make the slightest
difference in thepriceof those articles, I believe
that person is talking nonsense, becauso the
argument could be soon reduced to a logical
absurdity. T freely admit that the Stock Tax
does make &. difference in the price of meat
but I do claim that it should not lie charged
in addition to the price of meat, beyond the
amount of the tar itself. When we know that
the tar on cattle is 30s. a head, that amount on
an average beast weighing l2Olhs. would boa
half-penny pur pound, or the tax of 2s. 6d. on
a sheep weighing 6Olbs. would be also a half-
penny per pound; therefore I say you have no
i-ight tocharge the Stock Tax with any further
increase in the price than a half-penny
per pound. Then why should some bon. mem-
bore go into such absurdities as to tailk of the
retail price being l0d, a pound, and suggesting
that about 5d. of that amount is caused by the
$'tock Taxi?'rThe hon. member for Yilgarn has
said this tax accounts for the scarcity of meat
in the colony, and he has argued that the cost
of a good butllockc in Queensland would be about
£93. that the freight charge to this colony
wcold he about £41, that other incident.l ex-
peases would be about £1, and that adding to
these charges £1 10s. for the tax per head at
oar ports, the total cost of an imported bullock

oujd be kt) 10s.. when landed here
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from Queensland. The importer need not
pay for insurance against loss. 'faking the
weight of a beast at 740 to 750 lbs., the price
quoted by the hon. member would be less than
ad. apound. But the bon. member has shown
us that when the butcher sells the meat retail,
he gets a total of £224 for that bullock. WVell,
if that be so, how is it that, with all the 'cute
people we know there are in Queensland and
other colonies, and assuming they can see how
easy it should ho to send cattle to this colony
at a large profit-a profit equal to the dif-
ference between £9 L~s. and £2-I-how is it
they have not flooded our mrket with their
imp)orted cheap meat? There an .. st be some-
thing wrong in the hon. member's calculation,
for he has shown us, by the sum he set
before this House, that there is somewhere in
the cattle trade, at clear profit amounting to
the difference between £9 10s. for an imported
bullock, and £24 which the butcher realises on
the carcase therefore Isay again, it is strange
to me that, according to those figures, this
colony has not been flooded with cheap meat
imported from other colonies. Either that
should be the effect, or the calculation must
be wrong. Meat being say 6d. a pound all
round, in this colony, there would be 100 per
cent, profit on an imported Least weighing
750 lbs., and costing £69 10s. landed here,
which is less than 3d. a pound. I
say, charge the Stock Tax with the
half-penny a pound which it is legiti.
muately entitled to bear, but do not talk as if
the Stock 'lax should be charged with 4d. or
5d. a Pound added to the price of treat. [AN.
B~ON. MHMBsa:-It increases the retail price.]
The retail price does not affect the argument
at all. The butchers 'Lust have their profit,
whatever the price is. The hon. member for
EastPerth said the natural protection to this
line of trade should be quite suffict. I pre-
sumie he meant the freight and other expenses
of importation. But that argument is not
worth much, for!I toll bon. members, as afact,
that the expenses of shipping a beast fromt our
own Northern ports, where otur cattle are
grown, are greater than if the beast wore
brought here from another colony-say from
South Australia. So that the natural pro-
tection arising from distance and other con-
ditions, as against the people who grow stock
in other colonies, is a still eater protection
against some of our own people who grow
stock in the Northern districts of this colony.
The hen. memnber for Albany says he will do

Ihis very best to terminate the reign of the
present Governument. Well, he is the only
member on the Opposition side we have hoard

say so.
Ma. LtU~x: But all thq others think it.

TNE COMMISSIONEROF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): I do not think the
hon. member pays a high compliment to his
own side, if he says all the other members
think so but have not the courage to say it.
One would expect that if the hon. member is
going to do what he says he will do, he should
give some substantial reasons; but we are at a
loss to discover thorn. As he has not explained
the reasons, it is hard to understand why he
has this burning zeal to get rid of the present
Government. I do not know whetherit isbe-
cause the railways arc paying so well; or
because the settlement of the land is going on
very nicely indeed, a considerable increaseo
having taken place in the pust year; or whether
it is beause the Government are endeavoring
to reduce taxation, or because they are build-
ing the cheapest railways in the world. Or is
it because the British capitalists are quite pre-
pared to give £119 for each LiLO0 worth of oar
bonds? Somes of these reasons might perhaps
3ulfice. Or is it because the Ministry have not
"shunted' the Commissioner of Railways?

Ms. LsAKgs: That is one reason.
THEzCOMMISION heR OF CROWN LANDS

(Hou.A.It Eichardson): Asthehon. theMinister
for Railways has told as, and is, I believe, pre-
pared to prove his figoures, thAt his administra-
tion of the railways has resulted in their now
paying as well as; any Government railways in
the other colonies; also that the railways in
this colony have been, and are being, construct-
ed in the cheapest possible manner, and are
beig worked at aprofit. In these cireum-
stanaces, we are at a loss to account for the
bion. member's reasons. L'erhaps one reason is,
that the Government have nominatedusme
delegates to the Federal Council who did not
umet wvith his approval. Or is it alter all,
ecause the Governent have imported some

blue stone or freestone for the corners of the
new Post Office at AlbanyF We do expect-in
:ny hen. member who poses here as a statesman
whether as the possible leader of it Govern-
,nat or as an i mportrat member of a possil4e
Ministry-something more than either witty
sayings or pleasantries. We expect him to
deal with public questions in at statesmanlike
manner, and to show some capacity lor
dealing with public affairs. If what he hasi



152 Address-in-Reply. [ASSEMBLY.) Addrcss-i nRepty.

given us on this tariff question, as to his
notion of reducing taxation, is to be taken as
a sample. I do not know where he wvill be
when he becomes Colonial Treasurer, and has
to deal with the finances of the colony.

Mla. SIMsoNi He won't be over there-that
is a certainty.

Texn CO3MSSIONER OF CROWE LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): I do maintain that,
notwithstanding all that has been said as to
the directions in which the Government pro.
pose to reduce taxation in the Customs Duties
Repeal Bill, those directions are the best. they
could take-that is to reduce the duties on
those articles that are necessaries of life.
Somse hon. members wanted to reduce the duty
on live meat, thus running against the in-
dustry of another important section of the
community. [MB. MORNw: Take it off tinned
meat.) But, in reducing the Customs revenue,
we must stop soinewbere. If the general eon-
sumers can, by these reductions, save 6d. or Is.
a wee-k on one necessary article or on another,
is not that saving a gain of Oid. or is. to a con-
sumer, and does it not come to the same thing
as if it were a saving of so much on

inned meat or on some other article
that is subject to taxation? Hon. mem-
bers must allow that we cannot take
the duties off everything; because, if that is
to lie done, hon. members will perhaps tell us
where we are to get the necessary revenue.
'There must be a limit to the relief from taxa-
tion. If the reductions now proposed by the
Government will, as we estimate they will,
cause a loss of probably £250,000 to the revenue
for the year, we may that amount of loss is as
much a our revenue can afford. And, in
making these reductions, it is sturely wise to
try and save this amount of taxation to those
people who are the most ill-paid and the poor-
est portion of the community. I maintain
there are no articles of general consumption
that affect the population in general,
more than the articles we have named-the
duty on tea and sugar, on kerosene, on
blankets, and such things. Furthermore, I
think a good deal of criticism has been
levelled against sugar, because. as some hon.
members say, this remission will put some-
thing into the pockets of brewers. I cannot
understand the argurrent that, because one
or two companies, or because one or two
industries, may happen to get a beneft and
make a little money out of a particular re-
daction in the tariff, therefore it is a bad

thing to reduce the duty on that article.
It is a much broader argument to say that, if
you put a little saving on certain necessaries
of life into the pockets of 80,000 people, you
should not be deterred from doing this merely
because one effect may be that you thereby
put something into the pockets of a few share-
holders or manufacturers, in Perth or elso-
where. I maintain that, in taking tire duty
off sogar, the Government had an eye to help-
ing ain important industry. [AN HON. MZX-
za: Brewers.) No; not the brewers-they

are flourishing already-I mnean the jam-
making industry. I believe this will soon be a
grat fruit-growing country. Ibelieve we have
the best position of amy of the great fruit-
growing countries in the world, and that the
tine is not far distant when we will have to
find other than local markets for oar fruits.
I do not think there is any other industry so
important as the jam and fruit-producing
industry will be ; and every gentleman I
have spoken to, who has any knowledge of
these things, Ias told me that, so long as we
have a high duty on sugar, it will be inipos-
sible for us to compete against the jam
imported from other colonies. If you
can, in doing this, give protection
to a very important industry, it is
a good stroke of policy, and I think we
can challenge criticism on that head. An-
other important article is kerosene. We all
know that one of the worst things affecting
the gold-producing industry is the want of
fuel. On the Northern fields that difficulty
will have to be faced very shortly, and the
want of fuel as a motive power for batteries is
likely to interfere considerably with the pro-
fits of the mines, so that there must be a resort
to other fuel very soon. There is no better
assistance wye can render to the miners, when
fuel is source, than to take the duty off kero-
sene. Yet we are told we Are doing nothing
for the miners. It is said we have not taken
the duty off tinned meat, or clothing, or any-
thing in favor of the mine"s, and yet we have
proposed to take the duty off their tea and
sugar, off their blankets, and, above all, off
kerosene, which will form a most important
factor in the profits of our mines.

MR, Snvnoz. : It is for the Agricultural
Bureau you take the duty off kerosene.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. P1. Richardson) : I say this tairiff
does very minutely study the miners in-
terest.
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MEL, ILLINOWORTEI: If we get the Collie
coal, we shall not want kerosene.

Tnr COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Rcu. A. It. Richardson) : It is all very well
to talk of the Collie coal, and I hope it will be
a, very inportant industry; but if you have to
carry coal over long distances, and perhaps
take it part of the way by shipload, with
several handlings between the pit and the
goldfield, I do not know what kind of fuel
it will be when delivered at the mines or
other places. But kerosene can be carried
hundreds of miles in a convenient manner. I
join in tendering mny thanks: to hon. members
for the very kind way in which they have re-
ceived His Excellency's Speech, and I con-
gratulate the country upon the unparalleled
prosperity which prevails at the present time.
It has been said we should help the gold-
mining industry b.ecause the prosperity of the
colony depends on it--as if there was no other
industry going on but mining l Wonl, I can
show, from my place as Commissioner of
lands, that the settlement of the land is also
going on in a most ssatisfsctory manir, and
no doubt the day will come when the settle-
ment of the land will be a very imiportant por-
t-ion of the policy of any Government.
When the Premier introduced the Home-
ste"d Bill, to give free blocks
of land on conditions of occupation
and improvement, he was told pretty f requent-
ly tbat the Bill would have no effect; bnt I am
pleased to be able to say now that the Home-
steads Act is proving a great success, and that
there are nearly 20,000 acres at present oc-
cupied by free homestead blockers, which
means a very large addition to our settled
agricultural population, and to our town popu-
lation, because no person can take more than
160 asrs under the Act, and some have taken
less. So the House will understand that, as
well as our mining going on as an important
industry, with it the settlement of land is pro-
ceeding apace.

Ma. SIMPSON; I am sure it will scarcely
beanticipatedthatl sbaU start away by congrs.-
tulating the Mtinistry-later on I may dc so.
but I am not sure-but I will state this, that
in anything I hare to say, I do not for a
moment impeach the integrity or the high
character of the gentlemen who compose that
Ministry. Anything I have to say will refer
simply to their political judgment and their
administration of the public departments,
and, in deaing with public matters, I do not

refer to individnal effloers in the departments.
When I speak on public questions here, I
speak to the responsible head of the particular
department-with his officers I have nothing
whatever to do. He is responsible for the
actions of his officers, and as a Cabinet Minis-
ter he lakes the full responsibility of his de-
partment. I do not purpose wading through
the 26 verses of this long chapter that has
been submitted to us. It is a long recapitula-
tion of everything that was known already.
It fails to record anything that is not known,
and that is an astounding feature in the offi-
cial gospel. One wculd have thought that, if
these numerous paragraphs did not refer to
mistakes that are known to have been made,
they would have referred to some of the
mistakes that are not known to have
Occurred. [THE CoOMMIsSIONER Or CROWN
LANDS: There are none.) The hon. the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands remarks that there
are none; and, if that be so, I shall be glad if
the observations I have to make in that direc-
tion cnn be confuted. I do not think it is out
of order, in connection with speeches. on the
Address-in-Reply, to refer to the composition
of the Mfinistry. We have still, at its head, the
Premier, growing grey in the service of the
colony and a credit to the country. We have
still in position the Attorney-General1, a Lian
,whose name and whose ability carry
respect throughout the land. And we
have still the Commissioner of Railways axd
Director of Public Works, to whoam I shall
refer later on. We have the memuber for the
De Grey just returned by the electors, uan-
opposed, as Cotunuissionur of Crown Lands; ab
man who, I ami sure, so far as integrity of
pur-pose goes, wvill do his best to promote the
settlement and opening up of this country.
In another place, also, the country has now
the advantage of the services of one of ths
moat capable public men in this colony. In
the composition of the Ministry I believe Her
Majestys Opposition has had a great
deal to do with its present form. I
believe it was the Opposition that secured to
this country the services of the present Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, and undoubtedly
succeeded in securing to the service of this
country the great ability of the Minister for
Mines and Education in another place.
There were incidents in connection with
those recent appointments which called for
considerable comment from the public during
the recess. There was some very interesting
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correspondencenot only interesting but per-
haps slightly irritating to those immediately
concerned. We had angry letters from the
Premier, and we had dignified but carefully
restrained epistles from the gentleman who
thought it was in conformity with the dignity
of his position that ho should retire from the
office of Colonial Secretary and leader of the
Upper House, when he round he bad not been
consulted as to the delegates frouw this colony
who were to proceed to the meeting of the
Federal Council of Australia. The course
adopted by the bon. gentleian who retired,
Under those circumstances, had the approval
of the country. It was dignified; it was
consonant with the respect we have for
the Upper Chamber ; and it seemed
to indicate a little of those high-handed
proceedings on the patrt of the Premier
wbich have, to soraeextent, smnirched his reputa-
tion as a political loader in this great country;
and in connection with the composition, we
may say the reconstruction, of the Ministry, it
is asingular thing that we findthc leader of the
Legislative Council of this country is the fifth
Minister, the junior Minister in the Cabinet.
That is the position the leader of the Legisla-.
tive Council takes to-day, before the eyes of
the peopl-that this leader of the Council
is the junior member of the Ministry.
and that this junior memwber is en -
trusted with perhaps the three meast
important departments-the mining industry,
the post and telegraphs, and that greatdepart-
went, the Education deprtment. However,
I suppose we way charitably say these are
eccentricities of the leader of the Government.
The Speech of His Exellency, which has been
submitted to us, indicates that ab Bill will be
submitted to this Assembly in connection with
the Ecclesiastical Grant. I had a. good deal
to do-I had the honor to have a good deal to
do-with the bringing forward of a resolution
on this question in the Ilast session, and was
very cordially supported in my efforts to
secure the abolition of that grant.
But, if I know the tone of this IHousc, and the
opinion of this country, it is the exact and
positive desire that this tElose and the Par-
liament of this coun try shall deal in no uig-
gsard spirit with those institutions which have
been in receipt of this g-rant. Most certainly
if I err in the use of my voice or my vote in
connection with that matter, it will be de-
cidedly on the side of liberality. Allusion has
been wade to the Agricultural Bank. I have

always looked upon that institution as a sort
of "Aunt Sally," to bie skied at by the ancient
cockey who will not work. It had, however,
one saving feature, and that was the appoint-
wnent, as inanager, of the gentleman who
then represented the Murray in this Assembly.
I think I had the honor of first suggesting
that gentenran's name to the Preinier, in
connection 'with that app~ointment, and I do
say that, though I have never had wuca hope
about the success of that institution, I have
great faith in the man who is its manager.
The Electoral Act has been referred to by the
uiember for Yilgarn and others, and I
do say that when a man realises the position
of an elector in this country, and the hindrances
that are needlessly placed in the way of
exercising his vote, it is a great and crying
shame on this country; it is a stigma attached
to every member of this House, that this thing
isnot blotted out of existence immediately, and
that every inan who contributes to the revenue,
and ohieys law and order has not free and easy
access to the right of voting for the represen-
tativos of the people. The great question of
federa tion, we have been informed in various
places, is in the air. We are told there is a
lion in the path, and that this lion is the tariff
question. Is that lion to grow into a miouse3
by waiting ? Has the appearance of that lion
frightened the men who were put forward to
bring nabout this great consumumationP Will
our opportunities of bovowing a great, undi-
vided nation, grow greater or grow less by
waiting ? I tell the Premier, who sits there
with his accumulated honors, that there was
never a nobler opportunity than. at present to
hint now, to step to the front and be the
1Peter the Iterm it of this great crusade -to

go to the people of this country and say, "1I
will take this question to the front, and make
it the question of the day." We know he has
hon esty, and we know he has the ability, to do
this great work. Referring to the reports of
proceedings of that Assembly of great men,
the Federal Council of Auitralia, I do not
know that I ever dropped on a more apt
speech than that delivered by tbe Pre-
sident, who said :-[Etrzct iwt supplied.]
Shia1 we, on this Western fringe of the con-
tinent, furnish the part which will not work
into the great agreement, the federation of
Austral ia, because we say there is a lion it, the
path? Shall we turn tail nd run away? Or
shall we say," We will face this lion?" There
is no lion wheu you come to look at it. It is
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a mouse. It is a petty, little thing- to say,
" We will stop our neighbors' products from
coming within our borders, for fear they
should compete against our local products." I
say, can we not, as men inspired with the
higher instincts of A ustralian patriotism, face
this question and settle itP I heard one hon.
member to-night say he enjoyed calm-a man
whomi I have the honor to look upon as a
personal friend. Mr. Speaker, Ithink we have
had nearly enough calm in Western Australia
-we have had about 60 years of it-and now
there is beginning to be a. little rustle on the
water. There is a story in the good old Book
which says that when the waters are disturbed
they yield healing powers. I think that, in
this case, this colony has had enough
Stagnant Calm, and that the time bas
come to try what be'sing powers the waters
will yield when disturbed. 'Then we come to
the question of the tariff, and really I must
say, apart from my personal respect for the
Premier, I never knew any statesman in Aus-
tralia so entirely back down from his position
as the Premier has done since the 'ariff Act
was passed two years, ago. Do you know, Sir,
that by&a singular coincidence, they (the
5linistry) smuggled away the Attorney-
General to the North-West, with 1h ay fever,"
while they got thou Tariff Bill of two years
ago carried through Parliament. The Premier
said then," We cannot do without reveane,"
and in order to gut it out of Customs duties
they smuggled the Attorney-General away up
there. Now they have got him back, and they
must have revenue. I can see the Premier
is a little frightened, and a little bit cowed, so
that he does not know which to do. 'lhe
Government now say they will take something
elfkerosene. I tried in this Rouse toget that
duty reduced, end we did amanage at length to
get it down to 4d. a gallon. It is said they
now intend to tithe the duty off kerosene in the
interests, Of the Miners. I sho01ld strongly
urge the hon. member who holds that opinion
to invest his dollars in mangel-wiuels down
South, rather than put themi into mines that are
going to be ran by kerosene engines. Hie
says this redaction wilt be 40d. a, gallon
presented to the mniners. It is nothing of the
sort. It is in the interest of vine and fruit-
growers that kerosene is reduced, because it is
largely used in clearing their gardens fromn
pests and codlin mioths, In connection with
all the congratulations that have been pre-
-ented to the Mlinistry, the word "resuniption"

was mentioned by some hon. member. I am
sure it was not the member for Sussex, be-
cause if there is one particular question on
which he likes to keep quiet, it is that of land
resumption. I don't think itvwa the member
for Benbury (the Premier) who mentioned it.
But I believe that, behind this question of re-
sumption thore is a grave and big matter for
inquiry. I have learnt, incidentally, that the
Government did not produce a ingle witness
in the resumption arbitrations at the Vasse.
Those claimants who wanted more for their
land than the Railway Department had
offered, did produce evidence on the qaestion
of value, but I am informed the Government
ffd not offer at single witness in support of
their valuations.

DNa. A. FORREST. They should not have
wanted it.

Mat. SIMIL SON: I am else informed there
is a matter in connection with Bunhury that
took place about the time of the general
election, which is worth looking into. If it
would occur to a Select Committee to call for
all the correspondence of every nature--that
in the Lands office, that in the Attorney-
Oenera~l's Office, and that it the Premier's
Office-if they would caUl for all the inform-
ation and a the correspondence relating to
this matter, I believe the in~quiry would yield
some. very vatuable information to the people
of this country.

THE PREMIER: Call for it and get it.
Mu, SIPSON: I am sure the Preuier

agrees with me that it would yield some
valuable information as to how resumptions
are managed.

Tum Coarniss LoNgn or CROWN LANDEI: Cell
for it.

Ma. SIMPSON: Very well. I will, and then
we shall see where we are. You won't like it
so mnuoh when you get it. TJhen we come l.'aek
to the Works and Railways Department, and
we have been told in this debate, by the At-
torney-General and by the Commissioner of
Railways, that they are highly gratified at tbe
kind way in which these suiggestions of the
Ministry, and the way in which the 26 verses
of this official chapter, have been received.
Bunt coming new to the stern facts in connec-
tioin with the Works and Railways, we are told
the rail ways of the colony are paying interest
on the cost of construction, also the sinking
fund and the working expenses. I ama not
Prepared, at present, to give amy adherence
to the principle that the sinking fund in con-
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nection with our railways should be a charge
on them, We construct them, and when
we go away to that higher place we leave
them clear; and I an not sure that a
sinking fund is a legitimate charge on
railways. I have no intention of impugn-
ing the word of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, but I do not believe that, in a colony
with our population, such is the case,
unless it is accomplished by a system of black
wail, such as rules in the tariff rates on goods
and passengers carried over the goldfields line
to Southern Cross. I do not think there is a
railway in the colony that pays expenses, if
you eliminate the goldields traffic. 'Ihere is
not another railway in Australia that hos ever
done it. New South Wales, with a population
of Over a million, has not been able to make
its railways pay all these charges, whereas we
have a population of 80.000, and we have a
larger mileage per unit of population than
New South Wales.

Tax Conissoaxu OF CROWN LANDS: What
did their railways cost per wile for construc-
tionF

Me. SIMPSON: Some of them cost £1l5,000
a mile. All I have to may, in connection with
this matter, is that I have facts in my pos-
session which will largely do away with this
idea of extreme satisfaction in connection
with the Railways and Works Department.
'There are too or three things I should like to
mention to hon. member-little incidents
which will indicate how matters go on in the
Works and Railways Department, bemause we
have always been told that a feather or a little
thistledown thrown on the wind will indicate
the direction in which it is blow-
ing, as a Straw on a stream shows
how the water is running. Some time
ago there was a contrator-a hard-working.
decent, steady, respectable man, who was try-
ing, like most Of us, to make a pound do thirty
shillings' worth of work, Bie was a great
believer in Mr. Illingworth and Mr. Traylen-
he was a teetotaller. 'This contractor had no-
casion to see his banker, and he arranged for
an overdraft of £2300, explaining that he had
sent in certificates to the Works and Railway
Department, and the money due to him from
them would be payable on the 10th of the next
month. This was arranged in December. But
when the 10th of January came, the money
was not paid by the Department; and
so that contractor-a good man, who is re-
spected by those auquainted with him-was

placed in a serious difficulty. Ron. members
will be surprised to learn that, upon inquiry.
the explanation was ascertained to be that in
the precious Wo~rks Office, in consequence of
the Christmas and New Year holidays, pay
day had been put off frot, the 10th January
to the 23rd! That is an absolute fact. T do
not know of any banking institution, or any
big manufacturing company, or any large
commercial concern, that puts off its pay day
in cousesquenico of Christmas festivities or
Now Year holidays. But I suppose the Works
Department is above ordinary commercial
rules, although we are informed the rail-
ways are run on exact commercial prin-
ciples. Then we have to go farther into
the doings of this great department. Last
year. in solemn conclave, the representatives
of the people sat here and passed a Loan Bill
providing for the construetion of the Cool-
gardie and Cae railways. We thought that,
having made mistakes in the past, and the Gov-
ernment having expended about £50,000 in an
extraordinary way which they could not ex-
plain, we would take care this time that the
amounts scheduled in the Bill should cover the
entire cost of construction, including the
rolling stock, purchase of plates, and neces-
sary detai:s. Well, do you know that at that
date, when we passed this Loan Bill, and these
specific items, the Commissioner of Railways
had never asked as to the rolling stock re-
quired for enabling the traffic to be carried
over these new railways ; but on the 4th of
January, after we had passed them, it was
deemed advisable to make inquiry as to what
rolling stock would be required, and it was,
then found that £112,000 worth of willing
stock would be required to carry the traffic to
Coolgardie and to Cue. Well, the result was
that the officer who has to carry out the traffic
was informed there was only £27,000 available
for the required rolling stock which was to
cost £112.000. That was the kind of estimate
on which th is Reuse was asked to vote the money
for these works. We will go a littl - further.
Time after time we have been assured by the
Commissioner of lRailnaysastothesafety of the
public, travelling on the railway between Fre-
mantle and Perth. I say there is evidence
within the Department now that the people
travelling over that railway are in extre-me
danger. It is on record in the Works Office,
and the Commissioner has known of it for
months-he has had minutes from the General
Traffic Manager-to the effect that the public
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are travelling ii. extreme danger. Those
minutes hero remained unanswered. I say
this Works and hallways Department is a huge
octopus1 that with its tentacles is dragging
in other departments, And bringing down the
fair fame of this as a progressive colony; and
if the Premier won't face the question, but
will go on carrying that department and that
weak Minister on his hack-that ponderous,
pompons inanity which resides there-the
people of this country had better turn this
Ministry out. It has been said, on this (the
Opposition) side, that we do not wanit office
and do not want to turn the Ministry out.
I say that when I find anything wrong. I
will, fa a public man, do my best to turn
the Ministry outi Al1lusion has been made
to the majority in this 3ouse4 I know
the Government whip feels proud when he
thinks of his solid 17. 1 know some of them,
and I know these men have the interests of
the country as trait at heart as A have. I
know the facts are smothered up and hidden
from them. If those members nly knew the
facts, they would revolt, and would say
"Our personal respect you have, but

as political administrators you are the
most deadly failures WO ever knew."
Now, Sir, thea Government Whip will say you
rvay talk as you like, but we hare seventeen
solid bits of jarrah, that will vcte right, because
the hon. member for West Kimberley is a
great believer in jarrah. Me knows its merits,
and ho knows something of the profits that are
made out of it.

A N RON. MunnanR The insects don't affect
it.

MR. SIMPSON: I do not know that, I have
heard of its getting the dry rot, through being
too long in one position. I do say this Sir,
in connection with this matter, it is time the
people began to ask for something more than
mere personal respect, it is time they de-
manded integrity. It is time they began to
look into the details of the various offices. I1
have spoken before on this matter, and I think
it a matter that might very properly ho re-
ferred to a select committee to look into the
affairs of the ra~ilway department. I say
there are Minutes in Minister's offices rel-
quiring answers, absolutely necessary to ensure
the safety of the travelling public, and economy
in management, and yet answers cannot be
obtained to these minutes. In the works
department there are huge a~ffairs to be ad-
ministered, on which the progress of the colony

depends, and yet there is the most absolute
disregard of these things, indeed the works
department has grown to such a position that
it can flout Parliamentary opinion whenever
it likes, but I will not trespass further.

Ma. PoaaxsT: Hear, Hear.
MR, SIMPSON; The hon. member for West

Kimberley says Hear, Hearhe would have liked
to have said it when I began. The burning
question of to-day in this colony is not that
of the removal of the Government workshops,
it is a quest-ion from which many hon. maui-
hers want to wriggle away, the Premier him-
self would like to do a lot of wriggling but his
form will scarcely admit it, the burning ques-
tion is the Education question.

MR. CONNOR: No it has burned out.
MR. SIXMPSON : We will fight it out in th is

House this session, the Government dare not
go to the Country on it, the voice of the
country has decided it. I can remember two
seats over there whica used to be occupied by
men whom I respected, but their positions are
held by two hon. members who sit on this side
of the House. The last two appeals made to
the country during the last recess have de-
cided that the great and burning question is
the Education question. I do net congratulate
the Government on their administration, nor
on the Speech they have presented to us, for
it is m chapter of mere platitudes, neither do I
congratulate them u-: on the way they are
oarrying on affairs now. I think this country
would have gone a'aead just as well if the pre-
sent or permanent heads of departments had
been there, and the colony had not been cursed
with the vast ability of the Forrest Ministry.

MRs. CLARXSON . Sir, I feel rather reluc-
taint to add to the length of this already toe
long debate on the Address-in-Reply. It must
surely appear to an onlooker not connected
with this Aise:Lbly as a great waste of time,
particularly when, as one hon. member who
sits on the opposite side of the House, says
there is nothing in the Governor's Speech, and
yet the debate of this particular Speech has
lasted over a week. Ron. membqrs on this
side of the House have not occupied much time
in saying what they had to say. Personally I
am not prepared to say there is very much in
it, hut I do think there is aL good deal that is
satisfactory about it. I do not intend to deal
with the whole of the Speech, but would like
to make a few remarks upon some of the mat-
tars there referred to. I believe we shall be
talking about federation, or thoste who ome
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after us will be talking about federation for
the next 50 years. I do not believe it will be
a~n accomiplished fat at thttini-e. The Agri-
cultural Bank will not, in my opinion, answer
the purpose for which it was created, the
amounatof money which a man can obtain will
not be stufficient. to assist, him to any extent on
a, farm. My remarks shall be very brief be-
cause thle various items in tbe Speech will
come before us in another form, and we shall
have an opportulnity of discussing them then.
I think the time rather inopportune to pro-
pose reductions in the tariff, because when
everything is flourishing no one feels
the pressure, and I do not see why
the duties should not hie continued ; I sball
certainly oppose any reductions in the tariff.
I am very pleased to see it is proposed to
lower the railway rates, for if thiscolony is to
progress, if these agricultural railways are to
be a success, they must carry the products of
the farmer at as low a rate as possible. In
speaking upon this matter I must say there
is :a very general feeling throughout the
colony that the railway department, is not
carried on in the manner it should be. I
sin not prepared to say whose fault it is,
though I have heard it stated that it was
the fault of the head of the department; I
believe there is k Civil Service Commission
sitting, and it is probable that will throw some
light upon it, aind I think it wise to wait fox
the report of that Commission. The removal
of the Government Workshops is engaging a
good denl of attention at the present time.
The hon. members for Nainnine and Fremantle
both tell us they know better sites than the
Midland Sanction, all I have to say is this, I
shall be more inclined to accept the opinion of
the Eng-ineer-in-Chief than that of either of
those hon. menmbers. .1 do not profess to know
anything about these matters, but when the
time comes I think it most likely I shall sup-
port the Midland Junction because it is the
junction of the three lines of the colony1 the
northern, the eastern and the southern. I
considar that the hon. member for Nannine'p
remarks, as to all the materials required bar-
ing to go through the city is nonsense, but as
the hon. member for Sussex knocked that on
the head I need not refer to it any fnrther, or
I could show that some of that material might
possibly come from the eastward or northern
or southern parts of the colony. The hon.
uiember for Nannine talked a good deal about
the proposed alteration in the Electoral Act.

I think it is quite unnecessary to make any
alterations, all this talk about the alteration
o! the Act is mere bunkum. As to the Stock
Tax I do not believe it makes a hit of differ-
ence in the price of meat in this colony.

Ma, ILLINOWOaTH: Take it off thenA4000.
MaP. CLARKSON : It adds to the revenue,

we have been. importing a lot of stock lately.
and while we furnish a mafrket for stock
owners in the other colonies, I consider we
ought to derive some bienefit. I suppose it
will he considered that I ant speaking as one
of that solid majority of 18, to which the hon.
member for 'Nannine referred, well, I hope the
present Govemnmentwill long continue tohsave
a solid majority, for I consider it will be in the
interests of the colony if it should be the case.
I would like to tell that hon. member that al-
though he puts me down as one of that solid
majority of voters, yet I a in just as free to vote
tis my conscience dictates, as any other hon.
member. Although I sit on this side the
House. I do not intend to prolong this debate,
for I consider there has been a great deal of
time wasted in discussing- matters which will
come before us in another form.

TntE PRIEMLER (Hon. Sir. 3. Forrest): First
of all Sir, I should like to thenkhon. mewnbers on
this side and the other side of theflousefor the
reception they have generally gives to His
Excellency's Speech. We have heard daring
the lest few days a considerable amount of
criticism, and yet we cannot but be pleased
that the Governor's Speech has been so wellI
discussed as it baa been at the beginning of
this session. I cannot agree with those who
think we have wasted the times, because it will
save a good deal of discussion, and a lot of
valuable time during the session,--far moore,
I think, than it has occupied now. I quite
admit that in this Speech there is a great deal
which was not unknown to hon. members. A
considerable number of the earlier paragraphs
are a6 resum6 of what had taken place during
the past year, or during the recess. To that
some hon. members have taken exception. ft
would have been very easy for the Govern-
mnent to have left out of the Speech all refer.
enoe to what had been done during the re-
cess; they could easily have composed it of
just a few paragraphs as to what they pro-
posed for the future. I am aware that that is
the custom in older countries, and in the
mother country, with regard to the Queen's
Speech, buat it is not the custom in any of
the Australian colonies. In all these colonies
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it is customary for the Governor's Speech to
be of considerable length, and to go into de-
tails of what is proposed for future considera-
tion, as, well sato refer to what han, been done
daring recess. it is true, as I said just now,
that a good many of the paragraphs at the
beginning of the Speech relate to things that
have bae done, or Ire being donne. I alto-
gether join issue with those who ay therm is
not much information in the Speech with
reference to proposals for the future. I do
not suppose it was expected that there would
be so many projects in the Speech this session
as there were last, because then we were 1)0.
ginning a new Parliament, with an entirely
new programme of public works, and although
at that time the chief features had been d is-
closed in Ministerial speeches in the country,
still there was probably more novelty then,
than in the Speech before us now. 'Ihe
Government do not claim any undue credit
for themselves, and I am glad that no word
has been said in this debate suggesting they
have done so, nor for anything they had
done, or proposed to do in the future, We
have taken our stand, and we take it here to-
night, upon what we have done, and what we
propose to do. Hon. members should realise,
and especially those hon. members opposite
who have criticised us most, that we are not
on these Benches by any virtue of our own, but
simply and solely because we possess the con-
fidence of the bon. members of the House.
We sit here by no other right, and if bon.
members are not satisfied with the way the
business of the country is carried on, they
have the remedy in their own hands. It has
been said by one or two hon. members
that the members of the Government
are unpopular in the country, and when
asked where, they replied everywhere.
It may be so, but I think not; I have'
had no evidence of it, and I do not behoeve it.
If we were unpopular in the country, we
should most probably be unpopular among
the representatives of the country, in this
House and I think it is foolish, to say the
least of it, for anyone to say we are unpopular
in the country while we retain the confidence
of this House. You may say what you like,
bitt the country is here, represented by mem-
bers from the various constituencies, and dur-
ing this debate there has been no . ood reason
given for anyseach accusation, as that we havu
not the confidence of the people of the country.
Iam glad, that as a Government, we have a

very good tale t . tell. We have a revenue of
over a million, mote than 1100,000 over a
million. The revenue of this country is eleven
hundred odd thousands of pounds, and we
shall have a balance in hand-I cannot
say exactly, because the accounts are
not yet before me-but w-e shall cer-
tainly have a balance of over a quarter of
a million, and I shall not be surprised if we
have a balance of .C300.000.

Ma. ILLJNONVoRTI: 'I hen there is no need to
borrow more money.

Tex PREMIER (Ron. Sirdohn Formast) :We
have been able to say with authority that the
revenue from the railways this year will not
only pay working expenses, but will also pay
interest and sinking fund on the capital ex-
pended in their construction. We did not put
those words into the Governor's Speech with-
out authority. The information was supplied
by those responsible for the railway accounts.
We propose to reduce taxation. A good deal
has been said about that proposal, perhaps
more than was necessary to be said at the pre-
sent time, seeing the Bill is on the table of the
House now, and other opportunities will
be afforded to discuss the matter. The
Government desire to reduce taxation, but
when there were so many detmands for
expenditure all over the colony, we had to con-
sider the question how far we could reduce
taxation, consistently with the expenditur
that must be undertaken on public works all
over the colony. We are glad to say the
public works of the colony are progressing.
The railway to Coolgardie has been let at a
low rate, and I have no doubt the railway to
Cue will be let at a reasonable price. We are
able to tell of prosperous goldfields, and in-
creased population; and, although some may
question it, we have a well-to-do and contonted
people all over this colony. The only hon.
member who, as far as I could judge, really
wished to be severeu ponthe Government-and
I listened to the debate very attentively-was
the hon. member for Albany. I do not know
why, but he seems to have set himself to work
in a way that I think is scarcely justifiable.
Ho is going to turn the Covernmentout. He
has given us fair notie ; but if I may make
a remark about the hon. member for Albany,
and the hon. member who sits alongside of him
(Mr. Simpson), it is that they will have to wait
a long, time before they can do it. They have
not won their spurs in this country yet, and
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the country is not prepared to trust them
with the management of public affairs.

ME. SiupsoNz Whsat about the last two
elections ?

Tun PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. Eeriest): I say
the time has not come when it would be safe
to trust those hon. members with the manage-
ment of the public affairs of this colony. The
hen. member for Albany went on to talk about
finance, and to give the Government advice
on that point, yet I never know that that hon.
member was famous "s a financier.

MR. Luau: This life is Cull of little sur-
prises.

Tax PREMIER (Hlon. Sir J. Forrest): I do
notthink I Deed discuss the point us to whether
the hon. member for Albany is an authority
on finance any further. It is a curious thing
that the two hen. members who criticise
the Government most severely should be
the hen, members for Albany and East
Perth, yet the one said we were unpopular
in the country, and the other said we had the
confidence of the people. 1 should say that
the lion, mem ber for East Perth was more
correct in his remark; but I would advise those
two hon. membersto consult together a little
more, and not to express views so absolutely
opposed to each other. The hen, members for
Albany End Geraldton sought to attack the
Government by referring to what they termed
dissensions in the Cabinet.

ME. SinrsoN: Hear, Hear.

THE PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. V'onest): All II
can say in reply to that is there never have been
any dissensions in the Cabinet. I have sat in
Cabinet ever since we have had our present
form of geveramont,and there has never been
an instance of dissension; whenever Ministers
have differed in opinion it has a[lways been in
a most friendly and courteous manner. There
has never been anything but the most cordial
relationship, both politically and otherwise.

MR. Ststesom: What about the minute to
the Minister of Works' department?

TaE PREMIER (Hon. Sir S.Forrest) : Teat
did not give rise to any difference of opiniOD
at all.

ME. Snipesos: No, the other man swallowed
it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J.Forrest): The
hon. maember for Nannine. I think it was,
found fault with the action of the Government
in changing the titlesof anuinber of executive
ofifices.

Ma. LEsxE: No: I am the culprit again.
THE PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest):± I wish

the hon. member had looked up the Constitu-
tion Act; for then he would have seen there is
nothing to hinder the changing of titles
when it is found desirable to do so. I think
that, instead of being blamed for doing this,
the Government deserve some consideration
for having obtained what the House really
desired, namely a Minister for Mines, without
adding to the expense of the Executive
Government. We have the same number
of Ministers-five-and yet have a Minister
of Mines, and a Minister presiding
over the postal and educational departments
as well. I think the arrangement is one that
will work welt, and be satisfactory to hion.
members and the whole colony. With re-
ference to the r.- arks of soume hon. members,
that the tariff reductions, as proposed, arc not
extensive enough, I wshl to say, as I have al-
ready intimated, we cannot do everything in
that direction this session. We have made a
Ueginuing, and in the right direction; we have
not tried to reduce the amounts on tea, coffee,
sugar, kerosene, and other articles njamed, in
the Hill, but we have struck them off alto-
gether. We have abolished them, and that is
a move in the right direction, and as time goes
on and the fiances of the colony will permit
it, we shall certainly make more reductions in
the same direction ; and all I ask is that hen.
members will not interfere too msich with the
financial arrangements of the Government
in this respect. Lot us have another year's ex-
perience beforegoing moredeeply into this mat-
ter, a"even theseinvolvean amount of probably
44MOOO. I do not intend to refer to the ques-
tie,, of the removal of the workshops from
Fremrtntle, except for one reason, and that is
to reply to the remarks of the hen. member
for North Fremont'e, Mr. Moss. Hle charged
me with not having kept faith with the people
of Fremantle, and in not having kept my
word. I throw it back at him, and utterly re-
pudiate the charge. The accusation is en-
tirely unfounded; there is not one iota of truth
in it. I am quite willing to allow that he may
have said what he did with the best of inten-
tion, but he is thoroughly mistaken. All I
promised is contained in this paragraph taken
from the DaitY News. I said the Govern-
ment would willingly submit this question to
the decision of the tribunal which alone could
settle it, viz., the Parliamient of the country.
If the deputation was willing that this course
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should be adopted why all this trouble, for
everything had to be subordinated to the
wishes of Parliament. Parliament governed
everything, and was over all. The removal of
the workshops should not take place till Par-
liament had approved of it. A few plans
muight be nmade, but nothing should be done
which would in ay way interfere with the
decision of Parliament when it met. This
was not a question which Ministries were Lmade
or unmade upon. It was a very saai matter.
Parliament would be asked to approve of
the Government proposal, and i.' hon. mem-
bers, in their wisdom, considered a better site
than the one at Midland Junction was obtain-
able, no one would be more pleased than him-
self, and he would at ones accept their verdict.
Those were the very words that I used to the
people of Frenmantle. T was wiling to submit
the whole thing to Parliament, and I maintain
we have kept faith, notwithstanding the dam
that has been built at the Midland Junction
site across an excavation or hole, to give a
water supply for the engines, which *is neces-
sary. although outside of the question of
the Railway Workshops. Full instruc-
tions were sent to the railway de-
partment, and I believe those instruc-
tions have been observed to the let-
ter ;and the hon. member for North
Fremnantle has no right to soy-indeed I will
not allow him or any one else to say so without
protesting-that I have not kept my word to
the people of Fremnantle when they waited
upon me. As I Raid just now, I do not intend
to deal with the question of the removal of
the Workshops, because another opportunity
will be afforded when we have all the in-
formation and nll the facts before us. I
cannot allow this opportunity to pass, how-
ever, without a word in reply to tbe hon.
members for the Murray and for North Fre-
mantle in the aspersions they thought
fit to cast upon Mr. Allison Smith. I
had a good deal to do with sending the
request to Victoria for the loan of that gentle-
man's services, and I do not think i right, I do
not consider members were justified, incasting
such epithets at him a they did. He came
over here at the invitation of the Government,
without any expense in the matter of salary,
for the Government of Victoria paid that,
whist,.e only had to pay travelling expenses.
He came here, he carried out his duties and
went away, and the Government offered him
an honorarium of.£100 which he accepted. That

was all that was paid to him, and it seems to
me to be the greatest discourtesy, not only to
him, but also to the Government of Victoria,
that hon. members of this House should abuse
him; for it is not criticism, it is abuse. He
has been told he was a failm, he was incom-
petent as an engineer, and things were said
that ought not to have been said, except under
great provocation and necessity, but in
this ca there was neither, It seems
to wae we have not merely to look at the
man himself, but at his report. Let us
deal with that, and do not let us cast
aspervions upon the charaoter of a gentleman
whose services were lent to the Government at
their own request.

Au Hot.. MannBE Not thre last time.
TnEPREMIER (Hon.Sir 4. Forrest): No, not

the last time, but you have not seen any report
of the last time, you are dealing with his
report when he came hero at the invitation of
the Government, to report upon a site for the
workshops.

Ma. LoxN He was accredited by Victoria-
Toe PREMIER (Sir Hon.J. Forrest): Yes,ho

was the had of the Locomotive department
there at that time, and we thanked the Govern-
ment of Victoria for l ending us his services.
With regard to the observations of the hon.
member for Nannine, it seenma to me that very
little exception can be taken to them. I do
not think anyone in this House will take any
serious objection to the way in which he dealt
with the matters he brought forward. Of
course he did a little bit of fault finding. He
told me I had made a bad estimate
of revenue because I estimated £90,000, and
it proved to be X1,100,000. I am prepared to
agree that it was not a good estimate; but it
erred on the right side, and we muat remember
in these moving days, it is not so easy to esti-
mate the future as it used to be, Bnd we had
better err, if atall, on the right and safe side.
I shall be glad if the estimate I make thisyear
has an error of the same kind. I will try, at
any rate, not to over estimate. There is just
one thing I did not like about the hon. mom-
ber's criticism, though I have no doubt he did
not mean it. He seemed almost sorry that the
Government had had snob a good year. It is
too utterly ridiculous, of course, to think he
was sorry ;but there did seem to me a
sort of under current, as though be would
have preferred to have had it otherwise.
I have another little fault to find witb
the hon. member. This too was, no doubt
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quite unintentional, for when one wants
to make out a good case every available thing
is brought in. But be doesnot readtheSpeech in
the way we read it, for he tells the House the
Government are opposed to federation. I do
not think any one could say that by simply
reading the Speech. I have stated on many
public occasions that I am in favour of it, and
look forward to the day when we shall not
simply be one of the group of the colonies, but
when we shall 1)e one groat nation. I think it
was the hon. member for Geraldton who said,
truly, that the lines which separate us are
imaginary lines on the map. We are all one
people, sprung from the samne race, with the
sme traditions, speaking onelanguage, having
one aim, and everything in common. Why
thon, shoudwe beseparated in the way we are?
I do not consider, however, that we in this
colony should seek to take a leading part;
in this great and important question. We
have only had the control of our own
affairs for some four years, whilst the
Eastern Colonies have had thirty or forty
years of self-government. Looking at all the
difficulties that besot the question. I do not
think it is for us to rush in and say we are in
favour of federation, and ask them to federate
with us. Any reasonable an will say we are
only just commencing our career, and we hope
to follow rather than lead.

MR. ILLINOWORTII: We don't ask you to
lead.

THE PREMIE@R (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): It
seems ridiculous to me to think that we, who
have only just been released from the tutelage
of Downing-street, are going to lead the great
colonies of Australia in the matter of federa-
tion. The only reasonable course for us to
Paopt is to wait the lead of the older colonies,
and then join in afterwards. Has not that
been the course pursued in other instances
that we have on recordP Was it not so with
British ColumbiaP It was a considerable
time afterwards that they joined the pro-
vinces of Eastern Canada, and why P Simply
because they were isolated. It is so
with us. We have no communication by
land with the other colonies. We might
as well be an island in the ocean a thousand
miles away. Why then, rush in and take
part with the other colonies that have
millions of inhabitantsP Let them arrange
the terms of the contract and we can join
them afterwards, if we choose. I was sorry to
hear from the hon. member for Nannine that

he was opposed to the establishment of a mint,
and I hope he will come round before the Bill
is introduced to the House.

MR. ILLNoWOaTit: No, no. I said it
would not pay.

THE PREMIER ( Hon. Sir J, Forrest) : I
understood the lion. member to say that as a
goldfield representative he would be expected
to support it, but that he could not. He said
he believed that Western Australia had the
largest goldfields in the world, and that being
so, I hope hon. members will not object to the
expenditure for establishing a mint in this
colony. There is another question which I
have inudh at heart, viz., the Bridgetown
Railwvay, which the lion, member was opposed
to for a curious reason, that it was not viewed
favourably in another place.

MR. ILLTNOWVORTH: I am sure the Hon. the
Premier does Dot mean to misrepresent me,
What I did object to wvas that the Ministry
had taken steps during the recess which were
calculated to irritate members in another
place.

THE PREMIER(Hon. Sir J. Forrest) ; AIII
have to say is that the money was providedand
this House was promised that the surveys should
go on daring the recess, and we have done no
more than we promised. With regard to pro-
vision for the railway, there was some X15&,000
upon the loan estimates, which the Govern-
ment were charged in another place with try-
lng to get by a trick, by getting the rails
ordered, so tato put the other House in such. a
position that they could not refuse the Bill
whoa it came along. Thatwas not the intention
of the Government. When it was pointed
out how some members of the Upper House
viewed our action, we arranged that not one
single penny should be spent until the other
House had approved of the Bill for the
construction of the line, and not one single
penny has been spent, and we have no in-
tention that it shall be, although we have had
the opportunity of buying the rails in a very
cheap market. The next hon. member to
whom I want to say a few words in reply, is
the hon. member for eat Perth, who made a

Ilong speech. If hon. members will take the
trouble to turn up Hansard for last year, and
read the speech which the hon. member for
East Perth maide at that time, they will find
it is the same speeeh; exactly the same ideas
were expressed last year bhat he has expressed
this year. At any rate, the hon. member
seems to have some consistency in rogard. to
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the views he expresses. [am afraid, though,
it will be a long time before the people of this
colony will follow him in his ideas. There is
one thing about him I do not like, and it is
his arroglance, his dictatorialness, as if he
were some Sir Oracle, who had had large
experience all over the world, and was
In a position, to tell us exactly what to do. It
is the same now as wrhen he first entered
thelHousee. Imrmember when I first entered
this House I was exceedingly nervous and
reticent. Not so the hon. member for East
Perth, for nearly the first word he used was,
'disgust." He wast disgusted with the Govern-

ment, and disgusted with everything else. He
tells us the tariff revision is not in the interest
of the working man; if it is not, then r do not
know in whose interest it is. It is for every-
one. There is not a single person in this
colony who does not use tea. and sugar,
and surely everyone will derive benefit
by the removal of fourpence a pound duty
from it. Every housekeeper in this col-
ony will get it cheaper in the course of a few
days. Then he told us he was, opposed to the
Stock Tax, but my friend the lRon, the Comt-
misstioner of Crown Lands has completely
knocked all the argument out of that matter,
and we must keep those who speak on this
subject to the point, and net allow them to go
into high flights of oratory. We must keep
them to the fact that the duty is one sad
three quarter farthings, or nearly a
half-penny in the pound and no more,
and any one who tries to work it out any other
way is not acting fairly inthe matter. Thelhon.
member seeks to pose as a friend of the work-
ing man. He said he was generally considered
the workig am's member. I do not believe he
ever did a day's physical work in his life; that
is net as a working man does. What has he
ever done for the working man P Let him tell
us to-morrow P Until he can tell us of some-
thing worthy he has ever done for the working
man, I will not recognise him as any better
friend of the working nm than I am, myself.
He says we ought to undertake certain social
reforms, but I ask him if any single thing that
he advocated in that direction has yet taken
place either in England or any of the other
colonies P Were there ever before such foolish
suggestions seriously made in any Parliament?
He asks us to go in for new legislation on
the lines which are, agitating the more
thickly populated parts of the world,
but in this great country, where we

*have room for all, why go in
for these things, when the people a not
suffering. If we were to introduce legislation.
as desired by the hon. member, would nat one
of the first questions in this House be : Is
theretany pressure? Is there any demand for
thisF If not wait until there is. Then the
hon. member amid he did not believe in party

IGovernment; but I take exception to that
*statement, for if there is in this House any hon.
member who is more a party man than any
other it is that hon. member himself. When
he entered the House, if he had sat then where
he is sitting to-night (Government croew front
bench) would he have said he was disgusted
with the Government, before three words had
come out of his mouth P He told us on that
occasion we were utterly ignorant, utterly
wanting in knowledge or industry, and that
he could let us choose which suited us best.
That wast nice language for a new member to
use towards men who had sat in this House
for years.

Me. JnnEs :I rise to a point of order. I
think I said politically ignorant.

THE PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest): Well
I will give the bon. member the benefit of the
doubt, but I don't see where it comes in when
he said we were " utterly " ignorant. I think
it wast a vera improper thing to may on the
part of any one upon the first occasion of
addressing this House, I consider it was a
piece of impertinence, a piece of bombast, and
neither did himt nor his constituents, nor this
House, any credit. It only shows hewas a bit
of an upstart.

ME. SmisoN: That is creditable to a Pre-
mier.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I ask
him if he would have wade that speech, if he
had sat where he now sits. He tells us he is
no party mian, and does not believe in party
politics. I ask hon. members to judge. I
now come to the hon. member for Geraldton,
who spoke of the high handedness of the
Premier, referring to a difference between me
and one of my coleagues. All I can say is I
did my best to place the Cabinet in a position
to carry out the work cf the colony. I cer-
tainly did not intend to take any high-handed
action with regard to any one. If I did so it
wast an error of judgment, and my action was
misunderstood. I had to make the changes,
and I should have been unfit for my position
if I had not taken the responsibility in that
matter.
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Ma. LEAss: Why not have consulted
ParliamentP

THE PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest): It is
net usual. The usual course is for us to take
the responsibility of the action and ask
Parliament to approve afterwards. I say it is
thoroughly unconstitutional in snob cases, and
highly improper, to consult P'arliament and
ask them to approve or disapprove before
action is taken. Then the hon. member tries
to make mischief in the dabinet by calling my
friend the Hon. Minister for Mines the
"Junior" Minister, Ile says it is not right
for the Minister in the Upper House to be the
"Junior " member of the Ministry. I do not
know what he means by "1Junior," because as
I understand the situation, the members of
the Ministry are all equal, no man takes
precedence of another in Cabinet, one man's
voice and influence is as good as another, and
we are colleagues, all working for the one end-
the best interests of the colony. With regard
to the position of the Minister in the Upper
House, there is no rule A to which Minister
shall represent the Government in the Upper
House, sometimes it is the Postmater-General
and sometimes the Premier himself; but who-
ever it is, according to the usage in the other
colonies, he has no precedence in the Govern-
ment because he happens to be in the Upper
House. With regard to the Electoral Act, of'
which so many hard things have been said.
such as thatit was a disgrace to the country-

Mm. Srnrrrsowq: Hear, hear.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): All I

can say is, that although there are some little
defects in it, yet the Act we have here is the
law now existing in Qneenaland. The only
difference is our Act has been made to apply
to two elected Houses, whilst in Queensland
they have a nominated Upper House ; other-
wise it is copied almost word for word from the
Queensland Act. It may not be as good an
Act es it might be, but I do not think it de-
serves the abuse that has been heapee upon
it. Anyone wishing to be enrolled need have
no trouble whatever.

MR. ILLINGWOETH: No miner can get on.

Tane PREMIER (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest): Then
the bon. member waxes wroth against my hon.
friend the Comnmissioner of Railways. I have
no doubt hut that in his department, which is
a growing department, and growing very
quickly, there are lots of things that do inot
quite please him. There must be in so rapidly
growing a department, but I am sure he is

anxious and desirous to do his duty. I
consider that some of the language of the hen.
member for Geraldton referring to the Hon.
Commissioner of Railways was not Par-
liamentary.

Mu. Snrrsom: Why did you not call me to
order then?

Twn PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest): Ithink
I ought to have done so. He waxes wroth
on another point; but fortunately for me
I am behind the scenes. He referred
to resumptions of lands on the Bun-
bury resumption and the correspondence
within the departments. I tell him to call for
that correspondence ; he can have it all. I
know what he is driving at; A scandalous
report has I een circulated to the effect that
before the general election I sent a telegram
to my friend the Attorney-General saying I
thought we had better pay certain arbitra-
tion awards, because the elections were coming
on. I dare say the bon. inem her thought I
did not know what he was referring to,
but I managed af ter a good deal of trouble to
find the telegram, and if the hon. member
asks for it he shall have it, or I will lay it
upon the table to-morrow without being asked.
He makes a mistake if he thinks he can find a
flaw in my krmour; he can ask what questions
he will, and if I cannot give satisfactory
answers, I will vacate my seat. He has some
cock-and-bull story about .fl27.000 being
available for rolling stock when lat year
there was voted £174,000 to provide rolling
stock.

Mr. Sran'soa : Will you produce evidence on
the point, because if you will not I will, for I
have it heire.

Tas PRI,2MIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):- 'l'hn
place it upon the table of the House. I know
the circumstances of the colony change very
much, and rolling stock intended for a certain
railway is not always used for such railway. I
have no doubt the Hon. the Comm. rissioner will
this year ask me for a tremendous amount for
rolling stock, for, as everybody knows, we are
short of it. I do not think I have anything
more to say as to the criticisms of hon. mem-
hers. I welcome the observations that have
been mnade by my friends the leader of the
O)pposition and the bon. members for the
Swan end the Moore, and others. I think hen.
members generally have hreated the Govern-
ment fairly and generously, and I thank thema
most heartily for their kindness and confi-
dence. We must always remember we are
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in an age of Change, everything is changing,
and yet as the Hon. the Attorney-Gcneral said,
we have tried amid it all to keep the head of
the Ship of State straight. Eventhe revenue,
which is now up to £1,100,004. indicates great
changes. Then too we have had enormous
loan expenditure authori sed, over three
millions, and a great part of this has been
spent. No doubt but there are shortcomings,
we cannot look after everything and see it as
-e would desire, but I believe Ministers
have given Undivided attention to their
duties and have tried to do their best to
promote the best interests of the colony. I
believe there is a bright future before us,
brighter and better perhaps than any of us
can imagine. When we remember the vast
ares of gold-bearing Country, stretching from
the far away Kimnherley, to Dundee, who can
say what the probabilities of our future may
be. In conclusion 1 can only say that I am
pleased to see those who are coming to our
shores, and I extend to thoma, hearty welcome;
I hope they will join hands with those already
here, and become West Australians. I hope,
also, that old colonists, and old Colonists' sons,
will have a good large share in the prosperity
which the new developments are bringing upon
us.

Motion put and passed.
Quetion-That the Addrese-in-Reply he

adopted-put and passed.
Ordered-That the Address-in-Reply be pre-

sented to His Excellency by Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House to-morrow, at. quarter
to 5 o'clock P.M.

LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
Introduced by Mr. RICARDSON and read a

first time.

EMOLUMENTS AND PROPOSED REDUC-
TIONS OF SALARIES OF AUSTRALASIAN

GOVERNORS.

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
moved, " That in order to enable Parliament
to decide the proper amount of salary and
allowances to be made to any Governor of this
Colony hereafter to be appointed, this House
is of opinion that the Government should at
once obtain telegraphic information from all
the Australasian Colonies, giving all particn-
ian as to the salary and allowances paid to
the Governors of those Colonies, and also of
any proposed reductions in such salaries and
allowances. Such information, when reeived,

to be laid upon the Table of the House."
Question put and pawsed.

EXTRA COST OVER CONTRACTS FOR CUE
AND COOLGARDIE PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Ala. A. FORREST. in accordance with
notice, moved, "'That. Return be laid upon the
Table of the House showing extra Costs in-
curred by the Government on original eon-
tracts for public buildings at Cue and Cool.
gardie."

Question put and passed, and return laid
on the 'Table.

OPERATIONS AND COST, ETC., OF AGRI-
CULTURAL BANK.

MR. LOTON, in accordance with notice,
moved that a return be laid ou. the table,
showing -

1. '['h number of applications for Loans
made to the Agricultural Bank to June 30th.

2. '1 he amount applied for in each in-
stance.

3. The number of applications approved
in full or in part.

4. The number refused.
5. The total amount loaned and paid.
6. The rate of interest charged.
7. The number of loans applied for in

each Electoral District in wvhich applicants
reside.

8. The amount expended in salaries.
9. The amount of travelling expenses and

allowances.
10. The amount of all other expenditure.

Question put and passed, and return asked
for laid on the table.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS (SMITH'S &
MATHEWS) OF PROPOSED RAI LWAY

WORKSHOPS.

Ma. JAMES, for Mr. SOLOMON, in accord-
ance with notice, moved, " that the following
plans be placed on the table of the House:

a. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates of
proposed Railway Workshops, executed by Mr.
Mather, Locomotive Superintendent,

b. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates of
proposed similar Constructions, executed by
Mr. Allison Smith."

Motion put and passed.

RETURN SHOWING TRAFFIC RECEIPTS,
&C,, IN CONNECTION WITH SOUTHERN

CROSS RAILWAY.
Ma. MORAN, in accordance with notice
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moved that a returnu be laid on the table of
the House showing,-

1. The amount of money received by the
Government for the hire of rolling Stocke for
goods and passengers.

2. The amount of traffic over the said line
since its control by Government, and the total
earnings of the line for goods traffic, and also
for passenger traffic to the end of June last.

S. The total amount of through and inter-
mediate traffic (passenger and goods) on the
Fremantle-Northam, line, giving separate
Return showing through traffic to Southern
Cross, and also a similar Return as regards the
Bleverley to Northam, via Spencer's Brook line.

MR. MORAN: Sir, in moving the motion
standing in my name, law not particular as
to the form in which the first part of my
motion is expressed ;all I desire is information
as to theawoulats received by the Government
for the use of trucks.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS (Ron.
H. W. Vern) : I will endeavour to get the in -
formation for tho bon. member. I think Mr.
McDowell will be able to give us the informa-
tion. In all such oases aw this, it is desirable
that hon. members should say exactly what
they require, bocause it is impossible for the
Government to know what is in their mind.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Rouse adjourned at 10'48 p.m.. until
4380 p.m.. the following day.

rtgisrntibtr'1 ~erndbLy

Thursday, 4th July, 1895.

Presentation of the Address-ifl.RelAlyElctiof Of
Railay, Goods Sheed at Wo'0naerup-COenjletiofl
of Boan-nstnTelephonle ti,,e-Sttionkn
of Railway Engine at BnstnJt~tOfo
B,,sseton Goods at fPunany-Oiantiq/ of Poec
to Cii yrdjc Cons,pnsion, to adniistcr Qades
to witnesses-Public l'ecphonss: Cost of upkeep,
etc-Ti nes of cenivul of Jriains npOn ulpy
Ilusselton Railwany-AExcise Duty upon Ale pat
Stout-Standard Tim.e Bill; is co,,e,,ae....rai.

formns Bill: second vending; in coanittEr
cess Bitt, 18.93-4 : second readiny; in coaiiteer'
Age,,t-Geoenvt Bill; second read jog-Post QffiIcc

Savinys Bank Inerest Bill ; second reading-
Adjournient.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4,30 p.m.
PRAYERS.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS-IN'
REPLY.

At twenty minutes to five o'clock P.m., Mr.
Speaker, alooxepanied. by members, proceeded
to Government House to present the Address-
in-Reply to the Speechl of His Excellency thle
Administrator, and having returned,

Mu. SPEAKER reported that he had, with
members of the House, waited upon His
Excellency the Administrator, andhad present-
ed to him the Address of the Legislative
Assembly in reply to his Opening Speech.
agreed to by the House yesterday; and that
His Excellency had been pleased to reply as,
follows:-

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

I thank you for your Address in reply to my
Opening Speech, and f or the assurance of your
desire to deal with all questions that come be-
fore, you in such a manner as may be most
conducive to the continued prosperity of this
portion of Her Majesty's dominions.

Government House, Perth, 4th July, 1895.

ERECTION OF RAILWVAY GOODS SHED AT
WONNERUP.

MR. COOKWORTRfY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways,
whether it was the intention of the Govern-


