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that speech, made last year, will get at the
inner mind of the hon. member for Nannine.
There was a site he wonld select, but it was
not to the mnorth-west of Rocky Bay, but
somewhere east of Perth, a mearer spot, to
which the havlage of the Cellie conl would be
less than to Fremantle, and thut was near, not
a private railway, but e public one. Now
I express mo opinion for my own part
about the Fremantle Workshopa at the pre-
sent time, because we are open to conviction
on this point. The Premier has promised
Purliament shall deal with the question. The
hon, member for North Fremantle, when
speaking on the Speech, fell into an error in
dealing with the minority report of the Com-
migsion that wea appointed some years ago,
He said that report was a most excellent re-
port, which I haveno doubt but it is, but the
object of that report was simply and solely to
show that the site of the Workshops at Fre-
mantle was a good one, and that they ought
to stop where they were, That was the object
of that excellent report of the minority, not
to move the shops at all; but every one has
receded from that position now, That report
i8 Lo help to members.

An Hon. MemBER : It proves too much,

TRE ATTORNEY-GEWERAL (Hon. S.
Burt}: Yes, far too much. The hon. member
for Nannine, and others, have referred to the
question of re-distribution of seats, and the
large influx of miners into this country,
Now we all wish these miners success, for if
they are not successful they are mot very desir-
able colonists, because they have no other
trade, and have no occupation if they cannot
find gold. They become discontented if they
are not successful, and therefore it ia uwnjust
to ask the Government of this colony at the
present time in the year 1895, to enfranchise
these miners until it is proved they have got
something like permanent employment.

Trae SPEAKER : I would remind the hon,
member that the time for adjournment has
now come. This debate now standsadjounrned,

ADJOURNMENT,

The House, in accordance with Sessional
Order, at half-past six o’clock, p.m., adjourned
until Wednesday, 8rd July, at balf-past 4
o’clock.p.m,
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William Street Crossing.

Legislntive Jssembly,

Wednesday, 3rd July, 1895,

Hilliam-street Railway Crossing— Raid upon Fieteher
police station, Fast Kimberley—Train arranyge-
ments for Pinjarrah—The townsite of Parker-
ville—Employment  of Dredyes—Agriculturel
Hall for the Cunning—Contract for the con-
struction of Mount Eliza Park Road—Construc-
tion of Subiaco (Uemetery) Road— Addvess-in-
Reply :  adjourned debate—Licensed Surveyors
Bill:  first reading—Enoluments and Saf-
aries of Australian Governors—Public Butldings
at Cue and Coolyardie : extra cost of—Cost
and opevations of Agricultuval Bank—Plans of
Railway Workshops— Traffic veceipts, Southern
Cross Ratlway—Adjournment,

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30 p.m.
PRAYERS.

WILLIAM-STREET RAILWAY CROSSING.

Me. GEQORGE, in accordance with. notice,
asked the Commissioner of Bailways,—

1, Whether he considered the measures
taken in econnection with the Melbourne.road
Crossing and the William-atreet Crossing
were eufficient to secure the mafety of the
general public.

2. Whether any measores were contem-
plated to increase the precautions already
taken.

3, When these measures will be put in
force

Tre COMMISSIONER OTF RAILWAYS
(Hm. H. W. Venn) replied, as follows:—

1. Yes; I consider the measures at present
taken for the protection of the publicat the
Melbourne-road Crossing are as safeas it is
possible for the Department to make them
under existing circumstances.

2. Further measures are in contemnplation
for the Melbourne-rond Crossing, which may
in¢lude gates.

3. In regurd to William-street, every
possible precaution is taken by the Depart-
ment for the safety of the public in crossing ;
but the Government have finally decided to
erect & bridge, and this work will be put in
hand as early as possible, when funds are
voted by Parlinment.



Fletcher Police Station.

RAID GPON FLETCHER FOLICE
STATION.

Me. JAMES (for Mr. ConNoR), in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier,—

1. Whether it waa o fact that in June, 1893,
the natives made a raid upon the Fletcher
Police Station, in the Kast Kimberley District,
and burnt the station, together with all the
effects therein belonging to the police stationed
wt Fletcher’s Creek.

2, Whether it wns the intention of the Go.
vernment to refund to the constables the
amount of the loss sustained by them by
reason of this ontrage.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J.
replied, as follows :—

L. It is a fact that the Police Camp at
Fletcher’s Creek was destroyed by fire in June,
1893, and goods—the property of the con-
stables—to the amount of £98 were de-
stroyed.

2. The Government have called for Reporta,
and when they are received they will consider
the matter. T may add that this is the first I
heard of the affair.

Forvest)

SATURDAY TRAIN ARRANGEMENTS
FOR PINJARRAH.

Mg, JAMES, in accordance with notice,
agked the Commissioner of Railwaya, whether
the train now leaving FPerth early on Saturday
moraning for Pinjarrah, could not be despatched
on Friday night ?

'I'me COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied: It cannot, eco-
nowmicnlly, be nltered, because the train which
is made up on Saturday morning consists prin-
cipally of empty trucks. These trucks (loaded)
reach Perth from Fremantle at 1030 pm.,
Friday, and have to be discharged and got
ready during the night for the morning train.
The empty trucks are required for Stations,
Sidings, and Mills on the South-Western
Railway.

NAMING THE TOWNSITE OF
“ PARKERVILLE.”

Mp. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Crown Lands who
was responsible for the name of * Parkervilie ”
applied to the new townsite at or near Mahog-
any Creek,

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) replied that the
Cabinet were responsible.
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DREDGING PERTH WATE .

Mg, JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Worke.—

1. When the dredge now at the Canning
would be available for use in Perth,

2. Whether the Priestman dredge at Fre-
mantle eonld not be wsed in Perth water; and
if =0, whether it wonld not be more usefully
employed than at present.

Tne DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon, H. W, Venn), replied as follows :—

1. Probably about 1at Janunary next,

2. Not conveniently. It ia not very saitable
for the purpose. It is very usefully employed
at present dredging rock.

AGRICULTURAL HALL AT THE CANNING.

Mr. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
nsked the Premier, whether he would make
piovision in the Estimates for this year for
the erection of an Agricultural IIall at the
Canning.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), re-
plied in the nfirmetive.

CONTRACT FOR MOUNT ELIZA PARK
ROAD.
Mg, GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works,—
" 1. Whether the contract for the construc-
tion of the Mount Eliza Park Road was signed.
2. If not, what wos the cause of the delay.
Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H. W. Venn) replied as follows:—
1. No; the contract has not been signed.
2, The authority of this House is required
for the expenditure.

CONSTRUCTION OF SUBIACO
(CEMETERY) ROAD.

Mr. GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works, in re-
ference to the Subiaco Road :—

a. What was the total length which the
Department undertook to malke.

b. The cost of putting in a siding at So-
biace.

¢. The cost of the tempornry tramline, in-
cluding equipment.

d. The costi of laying same, and thé first
removal.

¢. The cost of formation.

7. The quantity of limestone bottom, and
cost of same laid in position.

g. The quantily of bluestone of each,
large, medium, and small, and cost of ;
aame laid in position.
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k., The estimated quantity and cost of the
proprsed blinding.
T'ue DIRECTOR OF PUBL1C WORKs
{Hon. H. W. Venn) replied as follows :—
«. One mile filty-one and one-ihird chains
(1 m. 51} chns.}

5. £2917s. 2d.

c. £52 11s, 10d.

d, £162 0s. 0d.

e. £236 0s, 0d.

f- 1,530 c. yards, £631 2a. 6d.

g. 4in. stone ; 297 c. ynrds, £188 1ls. 6d.
Zin. stope : 989 c. yards, £660 4s. Gd.
lin. stone : 490 ¢. ynrds, £349 2. 6d.

£1,207 183, 6d.

h. 750 c. yards, £618 15s. 0d.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY TO GOVERNOR'S
SBPELCH.
ADIGURNED DEBATE.

Tue APTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8
Bur{) : Sir—I hope I shall not detain the
House many winutes in concluding the few
remarks I commenced to address to the House
last cvening. I was procceding to saay
a word or two in answer to the hon. mem-
ber for Nannine as to the re-distribution of seats,
which the hon. member said should have
formed an item in the proposals of the Gover-
ment for the present session, referring parti-
culnrly to the goldfields. e seems to think,
beeause some 20,000 miners have lately come
to this country, that we are boand at the pre-
sent time to provide for the re-distribution of
sents, 80 a8 to find representatives for those
people. Well, I am of opinion that it is pre-
wature to deal with the Constitution 4ct on
these lines agnin, in 1895. We had an amend-
ment of the Act the year befcre last, when
this Government gave representatives to the
mining centres of the colony as they then
existed. No doubt the population is growing
rapidly on the goidfields, and, no doubt, in
the near future, there will bhe reason to consi-
der this subject of the representation of the
goldfields ; but I say that, just now, and until
there is more permanent settlement on these
fields; and the fields are a little further deve-
loped, it is rather early, having dealt with the
question the year before last, to re-open this
subject again now. [ have no doubt the hon.
member will give every credit to the Govern-
ment of doing their duty to the goldfielda.
[¥M&. [LLiweworTA: Hear, hear.] We have
tried to do the best we could for them. They
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exigt, unfortunately, a very long distance
from the old centres of settlement, Lot we
have carried to them all the paraphernalia
of civilization that we have here. We
huve provided them with the necessary
officera and buildings for their management—
Wardens, Kesident Magistrates, Ciourts, Hos-
pitals—a great deal of expenditure hag taken
place in connection with the Hospitals, We
have had to provide them, at great expense
too, with police, and I say we are certainly
doing more than our duty in these mabters.
We have provided them with wateralso, at en-
ormousexpense ;and we have given them postal
facilities, when naked for, and also telegraph
comnmunication,and we are giving them rail-
ways; therefore it cannot besaidthat wehavenot
been trying to do our duty in attending to the
requirements of cur goldfields, I ask the hon.
member to be a little patient before he calls
upon us to give him another colleague to re-
present these goldfields.

Mge. Simpson : Have the Government taken
the duty off soft soap ?

Tue ATTOENEY-GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt): We are proposing even this session Lo
assist the miner very waterially in more ways
than one. We are taking the duty off his
sugar, and off hia fea, and off his blankets and
his rugs.

M=z Moran: What about tinned imeata P

Tup ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : We areleaving those alone. Miners,
like other people, must contribute something
to the revenue, otherwise the members repre-
senting them will not have the satisfaction of
saying that they are the main fuctors in pro-

viding the Government with revenue.
The hon. member would be deprived
of one of his pet arguments, I have
no doubt the hon. member for Naanine

will have tho satisfaction, very shortly, of
sending o telegram to his constituents (as I
believe he is in the habit of doing) telling
them that he has been able to obtain for them
the abolition of the duty on sugar and also
the duty on tea, and he will be able to tele-
graph that he has also been successful in re-
moving the duty off their blankets and their
rugs. He will also have the satisfaction of
wiring that he has been able to obtain a re-
duction in $he fee for a miner’s right from £1
to 10s., because I may tell him that is & pro-
posal which the Government intend to make
in the Bill which I hope to see introduced in
a fow days. [Mg, ILLiNowoRTH: Hear, hear,]
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I think I have now made the hon. member o
bappy map, and he will be able to send his
telegram in the moraing.

Mg. IingworTH: 1 chall be very glad to
do so. .

Tug ATTORNEY-GENKRAL (Hon. 8&.
Burt) : The hon. member for Enst Perth (Mr.
Jumes) has asked us to consider a programme
which was really too much for e, He recited,
in his speech—or pernaps I should eall it
lecture, for he is generally very condescending
and patronising to the mewmbers of these
benches, the hon, member for East Perth is—
he unfolded & progrumme which it has taken
years in other countries to consider, apd talk
of, und debate ; many of them questions of
great difficulty and of great intricacy. I tried
to take down a list, somewhere, of the subjecta
the hon. member mentioned. I know he
wanted us to legislate for an eight hours day,
for early closing, for strikes, for regulating
the relations Letween capital and labour, for
regulnting the drink traffic, for the adoption
of the betierment principle, and something in
reference to Asiatice. We wust not go so fast
as all thut. The hon. member must allow me
toask him to wait until we have some 2xpression
of public opinion on these subjects, before the
Government can be expected to provide
legislation of this sort, which has occupied
years of consideration ana discussion in other
conntries, and given rise to u great deal of
opposition. Where such questione have been
sottled at all they have been settled only after
a good deal of thought and a great deal of
debate. But mapy of them bave never even
heen mentioned hefore in this colony ; yet we
are supposed to be prepared with Bills dealing
with them, I say we are nol at present pre-
pared to do it. Take the drink question, for
instance. I would like toknow who can settle
the drink question. (Mg, Simeson : The
hrewers.}) To ask this poor little Government
in this colony to denl with the drink guestion
ia asking us rather too much. It is too large
an order altogether. I have my own opibnion
on the subject, and I think we might settle it
in & very short time if we could only bring
public opinion to hear upon it. Inpstead
of encouraging people to drink, and
laughing at them, if we sat down
upon them a little and tried to make them
ashamed of themselves, there wonld not be
one half of the drunkenmess there now is.
‘I'hat is the only way, in my opinion, in which
this drink guestion can be touched effectually
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—bring public opinion to hear upon the sub-
jeet. Yon way try as many systewrs as you
like, and you will do vety little good with
them. Take the Gothenburg systew, for
ingtance. I do mot think the Gothenburg
system would do more good here than it has
done in Gothenburg itself. Tt may be known
to o great many of us, that the Times, rome
time ago, sent a very able correspondent to
report upon this eystem and the result of it,
and his letters appeared in the columnes of
that paper, and we know he had very little
good to say about it. Gothenburg was dis.
credited ns being one of the most drunken
placas on God’s earth. People uctnally drank
their spirits neat there, and the only good the
“ systera ” did was to make them drink beer
instend of epirits. There was just the same
amount of drunkenness. If you com bring
public opinion to condemn the drinking habits
of a commupity you may hope to do some
good, but, without it, nll the systema in the
world will be ineffectual in suppressing the
evil. Then the hon. member for East Perth
wanta us to deal with the question of better-
ment. I don’t know that this colony has
heard much abcut the betterment principle.
Possibly membere bhere would like to know
more about it, and how it has worked in coun-
tries where the principle has beea introduced.
There bas beenr o committee on the subject in
the House of Lords, and the guestion no
doubt will be considered by the Imperial
Parliament shortly, and we shall reap the
advantage of the discussion that is bound
to take place on the subject. I am not pre-
pared to say it is not a principle that should
be enforced with regard to building railways,
but the Government would have .been alto-
gether prewature in introdueing the subject
this session to the notice of the House. Of that
Iam sure. The hon. member also spoke on
the question of deep drainage, apd said that
the Attorney-General lnat session pooh-poohed
the idea. If you lock at Hansard you will find
that what I eaid was this: that it was a
matter for the Municipal Council to deal with,
and to obtain information upon, and that if the
Government found they were studying the
subject (which they were not doing) and, after
doing so, would come and ask the Government
to agsist them in obtaining a loan to carry out
some approved work, the Government would
only be too glad to render them some assist-
ance. Bubt I fail to see yet that anyoneis
gtudying this question of deep drainage in the
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way it onght to he studied. I would like the
City Council to consider what the expense
would he, not only in establishing a system of
deep drainage in the city, but also the expeuse
of maintaining and mannging it, after it is in
working order. I would like them to consider
what amovnt of rnte they would require to
levy to enable them to carry ont a work
of this nature. The revenue derived from the
present small rate wonld certanly not he
sufficient, and they would at least have to
double it, to pay anything like interest on the
capital value of the works themselves, and to
ecover the working cxpenscs. [f they found
they would requiro to double the rates, they
might hesitate, and set about to consider
whether some other system which wonld not
cost 50 much money would not be better. I
do not say that one particular system is hetter
than another. I don’t know. It isn subject
that requires o groat deal of consideration
and o great deal of thought, particnlarly
from the financial point of view, Those
who do know something of the subject have
told me that if you were to sit down
and put the matter into figures, including the
purchase of the Waterworks (which I take it
would be necessary in conjunction with any
syalem of deep drainage)—if you were to go in-
to figures you would Le rather astonished at
the probable cost of any scheme of deep drnia-
age for this city. TLast year it wns suggested
that £150,000 wou'd be required for tiie pur-
chase of the Wnterworks alone, and I suppoze
that £200,000 or £300,000 would be requirved
for a deep drainage system. You must re-
member that a deep drainage system in Perth
would probably invelve—we shall know more
about it when the contowr survey is completed
—would probably involve pumping stations,
amongst other things ; and you wmust hear in
mind that you are not going to pnmp what
you have to deal with in connection with deep
drainage and sewerage, with a 6-in Douglns
pomp. Probably many of us have not seen a
pump of the magnitude that would be required
for a work of this sort, and have very little
conecption of what the maintenance and work-
ing of such a system would mean, Tt would
not be one pump, but probably two or three
pumps that would be required. Then there is
the question of where this sewnge is to go. Ts
it to be prunped to the North heach, opposite
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there would he strong opposition to that
{oo. All these matters have to he threshed
out. What I olject to, is to hear people who
ought to know more, and think maore, erying out
“ We want deop drainage; give us decp drain-
age,” as if you conld have it to-morrow morn-
ing by asking for it. When it vomes to the
guestion of whut sort of deep drninage, and
how much will it cost, and what you are to do
with yonr sewage, and where the money is to
come from, no one seews to care, nr to think
very little about it.  The only ery is, “ Why
dun’t the Government iniroduce o Bill to give
us deep drainnge.” You can have the Bill to-
morrow, if you like. There js one drawn ous.
I believe my friend behind me (Mr. Traylen),
who i3 intevested in this matter, has a Bill in
his pocket. Buat you want something besides
o Bill. The Government are now currying out
a contour survey of the city, and, when that is
finished, we can then conmder what system of
drainage will be best ndapted, on the basis of
that survey.

Mg. James: That is what you refused to do
For us Inst session.

Tee A'ITORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. &
Burt) : Pardon me; that is exactly what we
promised todo, You will find from the records
it was promised even hefore lust session. The
hon, member nlso spoke & word or two in re-
ference to the Stock Tax, ns representing East
Perth [ suppose. I think he said he was the
working man’s friend, or a labour candidate,
or gomething like that. Assuming bhim o be
80, I suppose that is the reason whybe singled
out the Stoek Tax, and made this odd remark
aboutit, thatin the case of this particular
tux the matural protection which the trade
gets is sufficient fov it. I sappose he means
Ly that, that as stock coming from the other
colonies has to pay freight the local producer
does not want any duties to protect him—that
the freight alone is sufficient to proteet the
grazier heve. At thesnme time, he snys that
other industries require protection. Surely
if the graziers have sufficient natural
protection in the freight upon the imported
articles, the bootmaker, the clothier, the hattor,
and all the other traders which the hon. mem-
bers wanls to protect, have exactly the same

' natural protection : and, if it is sufficient in

Cottesloa ? If so, T am afraid there would |

be strong opposition to that. Or is it
to ke pumped into the river ? I expect

the case of the grazier, why ig it not suiicient
in the case of othor industries which the hon.
wember is anxions to see further protected ?
If it ia not freight that he roferred to, what is
the nalural protection he did refer to* It
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cannot be anything else.
inconsistency of wan when he gets on his legs
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It just shows the | spenking ns he did, because fo his mind Mr.

| Allison Smith’s report wus anisleading veport,

to bolster up a system which i8 hased on .

fallacies from top to bottom,
question about that. ‘1'he hon. member also
asked ug why we did not bring in a Bill abont
Apiatics,
of & Bill he wants,

Me. Georur: To clear them out.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL {(Hon.S.Buxt) :
That i8 n novel sentiment for a citizen of a
great Empire to enunciate. If we begin to
clear each other out of this world, T am not
quite sure whether we would come best off. I,
for one, am not prepared to begin to clear
people out. One man has ss much right to
come here as another. What we onght to do,
when these people do come here, ia to try to
keep them within proper hounds, make them
behave themselves and conform to the laws of
the land. If we Englishmen, in this nine-
teenth century, cannot do that, we ought to;
if we have not yer arrived at that stage of
civilisation that we are able to protect
ourselves ngainst evil in men of any
colour who come amongst us, we
ought to find some menans of doing se.
Those means can be found without resorting
to that policy of exclusion suggested by the
hon. member for the Murrny, which isnothing
more than a sign of weakness. I hope I shall
never lend myself to any sach policy as that.
1 only wish to add one word more. The hon.
mewber for the Murray made some allusion,
in the remarks he waa good enough to address
tons on the subject of the Railway Workshops
at Fremantle, with roference to Mr. Allison
8mith, the gentleman who wasinvited by the
Government, on the advice of their Engineer,
“to coma here to report on the subjoct. M.
Allison Smith woas then an officer of the
Government of Victorin, and he was lent to
this colony by that Governmwent o report on
the subject of Railway Workshopsgenerally. I
donot think the hon. member, on reconsidern-
tion, will consider that he was quite fair to Mr.
Allison Smith in making the attack he did
under cover of the privilege of tais House. I
think the hon. member went ont of his way,
It should be recollected that Mr. Allison Smith,
whatever his ability and talent may be, was
leut to the Goverment of this country by the
Government of another friendly colony, and
the least we can do is to criticise what he said,
or what he did, in a fair and reascnable spirit.
Prohably the hon. member was led away in

There is no

but [ think it would have been better if the
hon. member hnd treated the report in milder

© language and in o wmore reasonable spirit, in-
+ stead of heaping contumely upon the writer,

I don’t know, I am sure, what sort |

calling him names, and deseribing him as
ignorant and incompetent, and using the other
adjectives he did in spenking of that gentle-
man,

Mr. MORAN : I desire to express concurrence
in what the Attorney-General has said with
regard to Mz, Allizen Smith, I was very sorry
indeed to hear the hon. memiser for the Murray,
and the hon. memher for North Fremantle
(Mr. Moss) too, speaking of Mr. Allison Smith
in the disrezpectful tone they did. I have the
pleasure of Mr. Allison Smith’s acquaintance,
and had the pleasure of making a long journey
with him, and we often talked over this matter
of the Railway Workshops. I am notgoing to
say that he convinced me that his views were
right, but he convinced me that he was very
earnest in the matter, and that he was sutisfied
that the 1ecommendations he made, and the
plans he submitted, vould provide the best golu-
tion of the difficulty connected with this Work-
shops question. Iam nof going to say a word.
as to my own opinion on the subject at present.
I have formed an opinion, and, when the proper
time comes, I shall be prepared to expresa it.
Mr. Allison Smith just now isone of the unfor-
tunate ones of this werld, inasmuch as he has
incurred the displeasure of an influentinl gec-
tion of the people of Victorin, He is a down.
trodden man, and being down-trodden he de-
serves our sympathy and assistance, rather
than our villification. 1 hope that he will be
able to vindicate his reputation to the fullest
extent, in the case now pending, and thathe will
be fully restored to public confidence with his
name and character untarnished. 8o far aa
his opinions are concerned, I am not going to
allow my judgment to be warped by what has
been said about him in the other colonies, or by
some members in this House. [ only regret
that such statements should have been made,
and I concur with the Attorney-General in
condemning them. Coming to the Governor's
Speech, it contains a great deal of what ia
purely historical matter, which does not call
for comment, [ am very mnch inclined to
cndorse a great deal that wae said by Lthe hon.
member for East Perth (Br. James) with re-
gard to a good many subjects. The hon.
member and myself agree in our politics to a
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very large extent. I wish, in the first place,
te thank the Government for what they have
done for the goldfields. I desire particularly
to say that the members of the Ministry, and
especially the Premier, deserve the fullest and
heartieat thanks of everyone on the goldfields,
and of every citizen of this colony, for their
promptitude in attending to the representa-
tions made to thewm as to the requirements of
our goldfields, During the late session of
thig House, und also during the recess, this
trait in the character of the Government as u
whole, and of the Premier especia'ly, must
have appealed to the heart of everybody who
is interested in the welfure of the colomy.
The Premier ia » man who has himself tasted of
the troubles and trinls of a bushlife, and knows
what they are and he isable to sympathise
with those who are struggling ou our distant
goldfields. I was delighted to hear the an-
nouncement made this evening thut the
Government intend {0 reduce the fee for a
winer's right to 10s. Thiswillbe ancther bone
of contention tuken frow the mouthof those
who represent the goldfields. ‘Ihe action of
the Government in deciding to prosecute ax-
tesian boring on the goldfields is also deserv-
ing of every credit. I only hope that the con-
ception will be successlully carried out with
as much faeility as the preliminsry arrange-
ments. I donot know what the Government
are doing with regard to nppointing practicul
men to conduct the work; I shull have

" this point later on. [ am very pleused also to
hear that the Government are going to ap-
point inepectors of mines. I have often asked
for this to be dome, as huve other goldfields’
representatives. These inspectors ought to
have been appointed long ago; but better late
than never. I only hope that guod practical
men will be appointed for this post, and not
men with superficial knowledge and no
practical acquaintance with mining. It is
absolutely uecessary tbat the men appcinted
for this work of looking after the safety of
human lives, should be thoroughly practical
men. The next question I wish to touch upon
is the railway policy of the Govermment. Ido
not suppose the Government expect me to ex-
tend 6o them the same adulation 1n regard to
their railway policy as I have done in the
other matters I have referred to.
am most streagly opposed Lo the policy of the
wovernment on the questicn, so farasthe gold-
fields railways are concerned, nnd huve been
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all along. I think the importance of our gold-
fields i now universally recognised. We have
had testimony to that effect from all parts of
the House in the course of this debate, includ-
ing an ex-Minister of the Crown (Mr. Mar-
mion), When we find an ex-Minister, freed from
the trammels of Government, bearing his testi-
mony on this subject, I think we way depend
upon it ;and his words were, he did oot know
what we would have done if gold had not been
discovered, No one can be blind to the facs that
the inferests of Western Australia are centred
in her goldficlds. Her revenue, which has
been rising vy leaps and bounds, wonld huve
heen at a standstill but for her goldfields, and
poseibly her tiwber industry. Most of the
money for the development of these fields, up
tothe present, hnscome from the other colonies.
I am not casting any discredit upon Western
Australinns in this matter, but the I[act re-
waing that most of the money spent in the
development of our goldfields up to the present
hag come from the other colonies,

Hon. W. E. Marumion : What about London ?

Mg, MORAN : Up to the present the effects
of the investment of London capital have not
been much feit, London capital will never go
out of England to beinvested in mines, until
it is proved that the gold is there,and that
eapital is vequived to oxtractit. But, through-
out the other colonies, there is scarcely a town
or hamlet that has not contributed men and

L . money to open up the goldfields and the back-
the privilege of agking some questions on ;

blocks of Western Australia; und L can assure
you, a3 the result of my recent visit to those
colonies, that their public men, a3 well ag their
ordinary citizens, are seriousiy aggrieved that
the Government of this colony should, in their
wisdom, or out of their wisdom, see fit to put
a prohibitive tariff upon goods required on
our goldfields, A previous speaker bhas men-
tioned the question of a railway from Ksper.
ance Bay to the goldfields. A wewber of an-
other House, 1n one of the Eastern colonies,
wot long ago, snid that if such a scheme were
brought forward, only one member in this
House (referring to myeelf, I suppose) would
vote for it. So far as I am concerned, I have
npever suggested such a scheme; [ always like
to he as reasonable and wise aa 1 can, and I
recognise this fuct: if this colony is going
to achieve importance, the Government of the
conntry must concentrale their efforts in pro-
viding railway racilities at our own ¢nd, and
not expend their efforts in providing facilities
for other people. How could this Government
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T»e reagonably asked to construet ov support a
railway from Esperance Bay to compete with
the pgoldfields’ traffic at our ownmend? I
should think it would be a very unstateaman-
like proceading. ‘The greatest mnount of
revenue now derived by our railways is con-
tributed by the traffic on the goldfields’ lines.
That is an undeniable fact ; and Ishall expect
the Commissioner of Railways to carry vut the
promise he made in this House last session,
that if the Southern Cross Railway was proved
to be paying as well as other lines in the
colony (notwithatanding that the traffic was
only one way), he would be prepared to reduce
the freight rates on that railway, and assimi-
iate them with the rates on other lines. The
hou. gentleman cannot pet away from that
promise, for he will find it recorded in
Hansard. 1 do not wigh to labour the question,
though I feel very strongly upon it. I wish
to say a word or two with veference to the
Customs Duties Bill introduced by the Go-
vernment, I cannot view that Bill with much
favour, and I will give wy reasons forit. If
you take the great consuming population of
the colony—that population whichk is engaged
in developing her industries,. not only on the
goldfields and in the back country, but alsc on
our timber stations, right along from Albany
to Perth—you will find that the articles of
consumption most in use consist of tinned
meats. You will find tinned stuffs on the table
of ull the restaurants, and you will find them
on cverycawp on every goldfield in the colony.
Yet we do not find tinned meats included in
this Customs Dutiea Repeal Bill. If you ook
at the schedule of that Bill, you will find—

Tue SPEAKER: I'he hon. member will be out
of order in anticipating discussion upon that
Bill.

Mz. MORAN: What latitude am I al-
lowed ?

Tae SPEAEER: Youare not allowed to dis-
cuss a Bill of which notice has been given, and
which is down for its second reading.

Me. MORAN: Then I will speak generally
on the question.

Tae SPEAKER: You may apeak generally,
but yon muast not discuss the details of the
Bill.

Me. MORAN : I simply wish to point out
that, if the Government wish to assist the men
who are struggling to develop the best in-
dustries of the colony, by & remission of
duties, the first article they should repeal
the duty upon .is tinned meat, and other
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tinned stuff, which
by those who are engaged in this
work of development. It is all very well
to take the duty off tean, but & pound of
tea will lagt a man a long time, whereas a
pound tin of meat will only last him one day.
Yet the duty on tinned meat is allowed fo re-
muin, while the duty on tea is taken off. So
far as this Bill ie concerned it is Dead Sea
fruit. You may call it aBill to provide a frec
breakfmst table or a free camp table ; Lut,
when tasted, it turns into ashes., Fo far ag
the conswming populatior ie comcerned it
might as well to have never been brought be-
fore this House. T think every reasonably
minded man will recognise the truth of whatI
say. I am astrict follower of the hon. mem-
ber for the Swan (Mr. Loton) in this respect,
and I want tc get as near the principles of
freetrade as possible, This brings wme to the
question of the Stock Tax. Of course there is
only one policy open to me with reference to
that tax; Ihove the strongest possible objec-
tion to it, and J shall use my etrongest pos-
sible advocacy to have it wiped out., I have
prepared a few figures here, which I will agk
hon. wembers to listen to attentively, for I
want to endeavour to make out a3 good a case
for its abolition as I can, The contract price
for the supply of meat to the Government
institations of Melhourne at the heginning of
Jast month was 1d. per Ib. Similar prices rule
in Queensland., Stock there is gold, in condi-
tion, at £2, £2 10s, and £3 per bead, and
even as low as 30s. The mea$ is brought to
the const, prepured, loaded into stenmers, and
sent to England, 13,000 miles away, and there
sold from 20 to 25 per cent. cheaper than it is
in this, a eister Australinn colony. Vet we arc
told that the Stock Tax is of no material con-
sequence to the comsumer here. Let us see.
The meat-eating population is {(say, for rough
calculation) 50,000 people. Supposing they
consume or an average 1litb. per day; that is
§0,0001ba. of meat per day. Take the weight
of the avernge beast at 8001bs. )

Me. A, Forresr: 550lbs. is the average of
bullocks in Western Australia.

Mz, MORAN: I am putting the average at
800lbs. That represents a daily consumption
of 62% beasta, or o yearly consumption of
22,812 bullocks, which, at the amount of the
Stock Tax (namely 30s. per head), represents
£34,218 per snnwm, which comes out of the
pockets of the consumers of this colony, be-
cause it has to be paid directly in the Stock Tax,

in upiversally used
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or the Steck Tax keeps up the price which
competition would otherwise in some measure
adjust. And yet we are told the Stock Tax is
of no consaquence to the consumer. One hon.
member (Mr. Cookworthy) pathetieally sug-
gested last night that, although meat may be
sold here ot 7d. or 8d. per lb, still the pro-
ducer only got from the cattle dealer and
butcher about 3d. per Ib. This is truly awful.

An average bullock at 3d. per 1b. is only the
This, it

modest price of £10. Ten pounds!
appears, cannot be enough for the Wes'ern Aus-
tralian producer, considering that producers
in other colonies ure satisfied with one-third
of it. The producer here is not content with
25 per cenb. better prices than the producer
elsowhere. He is not content with S0 per cent,
better prices.
sotisfy bim. He must have, and he gets, 200
per cent. better prices. And yet we
are told that the BStock Tax is of
no material difference to the consumer.
Let us see, then. A beast is bought in
Queensland for £3, landed in Westorn Aus-
tralia and sold (let us say) at 7d. per 1b., that
is, for the sum of £23 6s., or, in other words,
he hns gone up nearly 800 per cemt. in the
process of trade. Does this hold good in any
other torm of trado? Does it not seem mon-
gtrous thut such should be the case? Yet,
truly, the Act sanctions if, to the sorrow and
loss of the consumer here. Nny, worse; the
Act makes it 50 certain that the poorer classes
of Western Australin—happily not numerous—
are underfed, and the great working and
middle classes are struggling under a burden
which presses heavily on a colony wherc living
is higher and wages lower thno in any other
colony. And yet we are told that the Stock
‘'nx is in the interests of this colony! But it
is not only the actual cost of the Stock Tax
that we have to resent; it is the incalculable
evil it is working in this colony in the shape
uf deterring outside enterprisc from coming to
utilise our fertile Northern lands and stock
them. Travel through the Eastern colonies,
aud you hear it on all sides, “Your Govern-
ment does not wuant settlement; they put a
pell tax on us and on our stock, ns if we were
Chinese.” When you consider that this Stock
Tax means to the cattle owner and grower of
the other colonies a duty on his stock of from
50 to 80 per cent. it is no wonder that iy
effectunlly kills enterprise from that gnarter.
This ia the great evil. It is un effectunl
Larrier ngainst breaking up any monopoly that
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may exist; and the great maea of the people
of this colony arve paying for it, and suffering
necordingly. If o plebiscite were taken on
this guestion [ venture to say that three-
fourtha of the people of the colony would say,
“ Sweep it away.”
Tie Promier : Or any other iax, ns wel).
Mer, MORAN: “Sweep it away, and let us
ot least have n chance to live reasonably.”
Coming to amother subject, I most strongly
¢ support the remurks of the hon. member tor
Nannine in reference to the re-distribution of
gents. T do not, however, go so far as to say
that the Government should have mentioned
the subject in the Governor's Speech this ses-
' gion. I am quite content that the Attorney-
© Gemernl should have given us his assarance—
an nssurance which the hon, member for
Nunnine did not bave at the time
—+that the Government are going to consider
the question befove the next General Election.
Twe PreMIeR: Idon't think be said that.
Mgp. MORAN : T think members will have
understood that to be what he intended io
convey. I am sure every member here nlways
listems with the grentest patience and interest
to the remarks of the learned Attorney-
Genernl. Speaking personally, there is no
member in this House whose words carry
grenter weight with we on most oceasions,
but I must differ from him entirely in what he
said about the mining population, and their
¢laim to be rcpresented. He says we have
20,000 winers hers who are a wandering popu-
! lation, mere birds of passage, and thatit is too
early yet to recognise their claim to a share
of representation. 1 wish to point out that
¢ miners are nobt necessarily birds of pagsage.
1 Some of the miners who were at Ballarat in

the early days of the goldfields may be found
there to this day. T'here are thousanda of
miners who are still residents on the goldfields
of Sandhurst. It is fhe same in Queensland,
and I venture to say it will be the same in
Western Australin. Our goldfields give as
. much promise of permanency, if not more so,
than Ballarat did in the early days of its
; development, or tha: Charters Towers did.
; Considering the large numbers of men that
l are now copgregated in the different mining
centres of this colony, on our eastern gold-
| fields, I say the time has arrived, or will very
‘ soon arrive, when these new settlers should
have full representation. It is unreasonable
! to expect one man to adequately represent
| ‘bem suattered as they are from Booracoppin
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to the South Australinn border,

(3 Juwy, 1895.]

‘Phere wmmst

be 15,000 or 16,000 men settled upen the .

varions centres within this large nrea, und yet
one wember is expected to represent thom all,
nnd only have one vote in this House.

Mr. A. Fouresr : Thirty-three votes, more
likely.

Mpr. MORAN: The hon. member for West
Kimberley will persist in suying that he re-
presents those yoldfields. He represents those
goldfields in the same way a9 I may be snid to
represent Kimlerley, and, though I am a
mewmber for Kimberley, T say we must do awny
with the StockTax. Some of these mining
centres have u population ten times ns
numerous as the population of some of the
constitnencies represented in this House. One
electorate af Yilgarn has nearly as many men,
and men of intelligence and enterprise, within
its own boundaries, as the whele of the voters
in tho other electorates of Western Australia
putitogether. Ts it fair thut all this large
population should only have one mewmber ko re-
present them in this House ? It is not fair. It
is unreasonakle to expect any single member
to attend to the multifarious wunts and re-
quirements of all these nining centres. 1 hope
the Government, when they are dealing with
this question of khe redistribution of seats,
will give us two or three more members for
these goldfields. There is a good feeling to-
wurds the present Government throughout
onr goldfields, and they buave mnothing to fear
from giving them increased representation.
At the smpe time there are one or two
things that want righting. We want our
machinery carried at reasenable rates, and
we want other things required on our gold-
ficlds carried ot & reasonable rate. It is high
time the present rates were reduced, a d, as I
suid before, I menn to keep the Commissioner
of Railways to his prowmise of last session to
reduce the rates on our goldfields railways.
The cry at one time was that we did not know
whother these goldfields were permnnent, and
it was necessary to charge high rates, and, so
to speak, make bay while the sun was shining.
But the day of doubt as to the permanency of
these fields has passed, and it is time the

Address-in-Reply. 135
ing argument aguinst the permanency of
these fields. I trust that the figures which I
intend to ask for, showing the amount of
traflic on this railwny, will, when they are
furnished, lend the Government, in their
sense of fair play, to reduce the present rates
and assimilate them with the ordinary rates.
I do not wish to trespass further on the time
of the House. 1 thank members for having
listened to me at such length on this ocension.
1 may have to ask the House for leave of
absence, for a fortnight or so, and I muy not
Lave the opportunity of expressing my views
on s of these subjects when they come up
again; therefore, I thought 1 would avail
myself of the present opportunity to express
wy views, which I may.say aro the views uni-
versally entertuined throughout the district I
vepresent. ‘That being the rase I have felt no
hesitation in plucing them before this House.
I think it is as well that those who are
friendly disposed towards the Governwment as
o rule, should give expression to their views on
this oceasion, so thut nothing unexpected may
happer. I hold these views strongly, und will
continue to do so,s0 long as I have the honour
of occupying « sewt in this House. ‘

Mg. k. ¥, S8HOLL: This debate hus heen
prolonged to such lengib thut no nther mem-
ber sewns to care 10 get on his legs to further
discusa the Address-in-¥eply. But I should
like to make ufew remarks before the debates
cloges. I huve no reason myself to be dis-
satisfied with the Specch. It is very long, it
is true, nnd there is vory little in it that we
did not know before; and I see no reason,
wmyseif, why we should not bave had the
Speech when this House first met. It wight
buve swved time and a lot of debate, I do not
propose to deal with the paragraphs of the
Speech seriatim, but there nre many matters
which I should like to refer to. I think it isa
wise provision thata certain amount of latitude
should be allowed to wecwnbers in discussing
the Address-in-KHeply. Tt saves the time of
the House atterwards, and it gives the Govern-

ment an opporbunity of gauging the views of

Government recognised that Fact by reducing

these rates, At present it looks as if the
whole world had confidence in our goldfields,
excepl our own Government. They still per-
sist tn adhering to a tanff of vates that will

recoup them in a few years, in case the gold- -

fields collapse.

The prescnt tariff is a stand- .

the House upon the guestious brought forward
in the Speech. With regard to our railways,
it certuinly is & matter of considerable sutis-
factivn to hear that they ave returning such a
good revenue as we are told they do. AL the
same time T think the hon. wember who basg
just sat down, and other members, have good
reason for complaining ahont the gxcessive
rates clarged on our enilwiys, and particularly
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on the railway between Northam and Southern
Cross.  We have been told shat this line
contributes more to the revenue of the colony
than any other line, and I have reason to
believe, on very good authority, that the
revenue derived from it amounts to about
£80,000 annually. It bas been stated that the
Government could not afford to reduce the
present rates to a level with the charges made
on the other lines, and one can see that
there is some ground for that argument,
when the reduction would involvea loss of
£40,000 a year. On the other hand it is an
argument that cuts both waye. It isan argu-
ment which shows that the railways to our
goldfields pay. If the Government derive such
a large revenue fromy that short line from
Northam to Southern Croza, what do they de-
rive from nll the traffic slong the Line from
Fremantle to Northam? 'The same goods are
carried, or n great proportion of them are
carried, over that line. It is hardly fair for
the Government to take credit for the hand-
some revenue derived from our goldfields,
while at the sametime they donot seem willing
to assist them in any way by lowering the
freight rates, or remitting duties wpon such
articles ns nre in greatest demand upon the
goldficlds. Judging by whut we hear and see,
they do not propose to remit the duties, or to
reduce the duties on thesearticles. T donotsee
any proposal to reduce or remit the duty on
crushing machinery or on explosives, or upon
such articles as the boots and the clothing
worn by the miners, Certain reductions or
reuiiggions are proposed, but these will prinei-
polly benefit, or are supposed to benefit, the
towna. I doubt, however, whether the public
will derive much benefit from them. I donot
think, for instance, that any reduction in the
duty on sugar will bepefit the community
generally. Itbrings ina lot of revenue tothe
country as a whole, but I do not think that
individuals feel it very much. You can hay
good suger now at 2}d., and, if the duty is re-
moved, I do not suppose the communily
generally will bepefit at all. 1 think the store-
keepers and the merchants will reap the bene-
fit, and one or two industries; but I do not
think it is likely that consumers generally will
be able to get their sugar cheaper than 24d. We
are always saying that the prosperity of the
colony depends on the development of our
goldfic!ds, and on these goldfields now there
is a very large consuming population, All the
corn, hay, andchafl that can be produced in
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the colony find u profitable wmarket there
and, as the agricalturists of this country can-
uot grow sufficient stuff to sapply our gold-
fields, large quantities bave to be imported
from the other colonics, so that these goldfields
are not only benefiting our own agriculturists,
but also others. Yet we find the Government
refusing to reduce the railway freights on
these goldfields lines. On the contrary, any
produce going over them is charged double
rates.

Trag CoMMIsEIONER 0P RAILWATS : No.

Me, R. F. SHOLL : Not for produca ?

TrE CommissionEr oF RaiLways: Certainly
not.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I do not find fault with
the promised reduction of freights in other
directions, but I do not see why our goldfields
lines should have an extra burden placed upon
them, when it is ¢learly proved that these are
the very lines that are making our railway pay,
and that otherwise our railways would pro-
bably be worked at o losa. The question is, do
our railways pay ? We are told that they are
payinginterest and working expenses, but Iam
not prepared to necept that statement as eor-
rect. ‘Whilst so maay public works are going
on, causing & large amount of traffic which is
only temporary, and while snch large repairs
have to be made on existing lines out of loan
funds, I am not prepared to say that our rail-
ways do actually pay. I doubt very much
whether there is any account kept against the
railways, in respect to repairs to locomotives
and other chargea. Then there is the printing
worlt that is deme for the departinent, and
which costs the country many thousands a
year. I should like to know whether all the
work Lhat is done for our railways is charged
to that department. There are many other
expenses that ougbt to be charged,
but I question if they are. If all the charyes
that onght to be made against our railways
were charged to them, I do doubt whether it
would be found that they de pay. I doubt
very much whether it will he found that
they pay when our loans are exhausted. I
hope the Civil Service Comtnission will enquire
inte this question of whether our railways
really do pay, or whether they derive assis-
tance from outsidesources.

Tae CommissioNER OF CROWN Lawps: If
they don’t pay, you will have to raise the
freight rates, instead of reducing them.

Mz, R. F. SHOLL : It is not a guestion of
raising freights. We are told that our rail-
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ways pay,and I know some of them cannot
pay: and I shall want some very strong
reagons, and figures too, to satisfy me that they
do pay. I think that if you allow a margin of
about 3 per cent. for expenres and other mis-
cellaneons charges, yon would be near the
mark, A great deal hae been said about the
Stock Tax. T think that members represent-
ing cenfres of population, and also the gold-
fields, have a good deal of reason For regarding
this tax as a vexatious tax. ButI think that
ia all that can be said about it. I donot think
that comsumers would derive much benefit
if the tax were removed to.morrow. I do mot
believe it makes meat dearer, in any way. The
hon. mewber for Yilgarn saia that the cost of
a bullock weighing 8C0lbs. was £10. T think
there are very few bulocks weighing 8001bs.
delivered to the butchers in Perth or Freman.
tle. Apgainst that, there is the cost of killing,
the freight and landing charges, commission,
ingurance, and innumerable other charges, A4
the same time I cannot reconcile the price we
have to pay for our meat in Perth, with the
price the butchers pay for their cabtle. Some-
one must be making a large profit, and I can
tell you it is not the grazier or the grower. I
am & freetrader myself, in every way, and am
perfectly satisfied to do away with all duties
imposed for protective purposes. But I think
it would bec most unfnir that the unfortunate
atock owuers ati the North, when the only thing
they produce is meat, should be singled out,
and receive no protection, when they have to
pay duties on all the articles they themselves
consume or require,—flour, chaff, bay, corn,
boots, clothing, and everything elee. I am

confident myself, that the removal of this Stock .

Tax would hot cheapen the price of meat in
Perth. There is plenty of live stock in our
Northern areas which could be brought to
market if facilities were given for bringing
it down. I am glad to see that the
Government propose bo give these facilities,
which I think is a move in the right direction.
T only hope they will go farther, and subsidise
steamers to bring stock down from the North,
There is no doubt in my mind, that it wonldbe
a good thing, not only for the people of Perth
and Fremantle and these sonthern parts, but
also for those who have stock to send down,
but no means of bringing them down.
Some of the steamers at prezent on the coast
are subsidised, and some are not, and they
can only bring down a few stock at a tiwe,

aud it deesn't pay to send steummers up specially |
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to bring stock down. I think thata reasonable
subsidy would materially assist, not only the
consumer, but also the producer, It would he
necessary of conrse that these steamers should
not call at the intermediste ports, as the
steamera do now. If they had to do so, there
would be great deal of loss by deaths, and the
stock wonld also lose in condition.  'With re-
gard to the question of Federation, a great
deal has been aaid about it by several hon.
memhers. I am one of those who think it
would not suit this colony at the present titne
to go in for Federation. We may all be satis.
fied it would be a very fine thing to be a
member of a great Australian Federation, and
to help to build up an Australian nation ; but,
50 far ns Lhis colony is concerned, I think our
isolation is a barrier, at any rete for some time
toc come, to onr federating with the other
colonies. We have an immense territory to
develop, and have quite enough to do to lock
after our own interesta for the present. I
hope to see the other colonies taking up this
question of Federation in ao more earnest
manrer thaa they are doing at present, and
let a start be made in this direction. Let
New South Wales and Victoria federate first ;
then Quecpsland and South Australin might
come in. It will thenr be time for us to cob-
gider whether we should join the Federation
or not. I think we are too far away from the
other colonies, and I do not believe that it
would be to the interest of Western Aus-
tralia to federate with them for many a
long day, setting aside the question of inter-
colonial freetrade. As I have said, we have a
large country to develop, our debt is emall,
and the colony is prosperous, while the reverse
is the case in the other colonies. Going out-
side tho Speech itsclf, I am very pleased in-
deed to see, in view of the appointment of a
fresh Governor. that some regulations have
been approved by the Executive and sent home
to the Secretary of State, with regard to the
allowances which funture Governors are to he
entitled to. I wish the Government had
gone further, and made seme regula-
tions so as to give them some con-
trol over the absenee-on-leave of a Governor
during the term of his office. Take, for in-
stance, the case of the present occupant of
the office. His Excellency’s commission is
dated the 26th Aagust, 1890, and we were told
by the Premier, in answer toa question theother
night, that His Excellency’s leave had been
extended to the 16th August next. I have
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looked up the record supplied to the House | agninst departments for work done. We would

lnst session, and I find that the present
Governor, during his term of office—assuming
he does not return until August next—has
been in the colony, drawing full or half-salary,
1,825 duys in all, and that he has been absent
on different oceasiona 591 days; that is just
one-third of the term of his occupancy. It
suggests itself to me that if the Dperinl re-
presentative, who is paid a very large sulary
by the colony (something like £6,000 a year
altogether) enn be away from the seat of
Government for one-third of his time,
we might do away with him for the
remaining two-thirds. Apart from that,
we are keeping up three Government
houses, and it is just & question whether it
would not he wise to dispense with two of thew
and save the expense of keeping them
up. Another thing, I think it would be well
that the Government should suggest to the
Secretury of State, that any future Governor
appointed ehould be a warried mun. T do not
now why hon. members langh. I do not
think it is well that Government House should
be without u lady ; for social and other reasons
there should be a lady presiding over the
Governor's establishment, and 7 hope that
when the next Governor is appointed he will
not be a bachelor, or someone who will not
have his wife with him. There is another
matter [ wish to refer to, and that is the
Government Printing Office. The Civil Service
Commission, I bhelieve, enquired into some
branch of this departent, and they seemed to
be satisfied ; hut [ do not think the public are,
It ia only lutely that Hansard for last year wus
supplied to members, und the Votes and Pro-
ceedings have ounly been supplied since this
session opened, while tho Blue Book is not
published to this day. I hope the Government
wiil cause some enquiry to be made into the
working of this department. I do not in any
way recommend n Commission, for I do not
think the Commissien underatood their work,
nor do I thiok they enquired what amount of
printing work was done for the different de.
partments. We know it is costing the conntry
a large sum of money to keep up this establish-

ment, and I notice in the Excess Bill for last '

year that there is a very large excess in con-
nection with this department. What 1 would

suggest would be this: that all work done irn
the Government Printing Office for the differeut
departments of the service should be charged -

to those departments, and a debit account kept

then find out what expenditure is incurred for
printing by each department, and we would
get some iden a8 to whether we are getting
vulue for our money. I think it is most import-
ant that the organisation of this oflice should
be fully enquiied jnto. 1t would bave another
good effect: it would wake Ministers and
heads of department more careful if they
found there was a large charge aguinst
their departruents for printing,  They
would probably cowme to the conclu.
sion that their printing wns costing them
too much, or, if the Government Printing
Office charged too much for the work, they
wonld get the work done outside, which
would he a sort of check upon the Government
Printing Office. Cominy back 6o the question
of our goldfields, I think the Government are
doing a great deal for these goldfields, in
the shnpe of spending money in providing
them with water, and giving then rail-
wey communication and other conveniences,
‘While on this subject of railways, I would ask
the Goverament whether it would not be well
for them to enquire into the cost of narrow
gangerailways—temporary railways I may call
them—of 2t guage, which might be used to
bring the different fields into communication
with the terminus of the perwanent line, say
at Coolgardie.

AN How MEeupeR : There was a seleet Com-
mittee on the subject last year,

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: Yes, but present cir-
cumstances are different. The cheap lines
then contempluted were to be permanent lines;
I am wiluding to temporary lines. T dow’t
know much about the coet of such lines, but I
have been told it svonld not bo more thun £300
or £400 per mile. 'They might be run in differ-
ent directions, connected with the main line,
and when they were no longer required in
any particular locality, they could be removed
and made use of somewhere else. I know
that these cheap lines are not in favour with
engineers, ag arule. 'lhey like something per-
manent, whesher it pays or not, but I do not
see why they would not be of great service in
sowe parts of the colony. There is another
question I must refer to. I do not wish to
deal with it in any captious spirit; [ always
wish to avoid giving offence if I can, or eay
snything calculnted tocreateill-feeling or dis-
sension, But T must refer to one quesiion,
and that is the Education guestion. I think

, that in the interests of many of our friends in
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this Honse, whom we would like to see here
again, it would be as well to deal with this
question during the present Paclinment, when
itcan bedealt with in an amicable spirit. Ithink
those who are interested in the present aystem
will ba likely to receive better terms from the
present Parliamont than from any futurs Par-
linment. The reaults of some recent elections
indicate that the days of the present system
are numbered, The Government, I am aware,
have taken a strong stand on this guestion,
but they will either have to turn some kind
of somersault or go out of office over it

Mg. Stmesow: Go out.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I don’t wish them to go
out. Bulthe results of the recent elections
went to show what the result will be when the
present Parliament will cease to exist. There-
fore, I think it wonld be wise if some arrange-
ment could be avrived at with the Assisted
Schools during the existénce of the present
Parlinment. [ wou'd suggest (if it can be
done) that the Governmont shounld take over
these Assisted Schools and comvert them
into nationul schools, where required, giving
‘the owners of the schools a fair and renson-
able compensation, Withregard to the preposed
railway to the Collie coalfield, I have visited
the coalfield, and I am satisfied {which I was
not before) that we have a good useful coal
there. ‘The ouly question to my mind is this :
whether wo bave it in sufficient quantity.
There is also the question of the cost at which
it cun he brought to market, and whether the
cost of it, delivered in Perth, would be chenper
than the cost of imported coal. If we can
got imported coal cheaper, no doubt it will
continne bo be used, as it is u more valuable
coal. One is gas coul nnd th: other i3 not.
Another objection to the Collie coal is the
Inrgoe bunker space it would occupy on board
steamers. I do not wish to express my opin-

[3 Jory, 1895.]

ion at the present time upon thiaquestion, but

I would Jike the Government, before they build
this railway to the Collie, to put down a bore
in different parts peaver the coast, to ascer-
tain whether coal cannot be obtained in a
more advantageous position than this Collie
coalfield. With regard to working these coal
mines, I differ from the hon. member for East
Perth on that point,
the Government working them. [ should
prefer to see thom worked by some capitalists,

going to pay befora we mild it. With regard
to the proposed Mint, I have not studied the
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matter, but it certainly would be to the
advantago of the people on cur goldfields to
be ahle to bring down their gold and have it
converted into sovereigns, instead of having
to carry it away in a chamois leather bag to
the other colonies, It may not suit the
Ranks, who would lose their little profit, and
their commission. So fur as keeping Lhe
Mint goiog, I have no fear but that this colony
will be able to keep it going for wany yeurs
to come, working every day in the year. The
hon. member for Hast Kimberley (Mr. Connor)
told us he was informed by a high authority
in New South Wales, Mr. Donald Cumeron,
that ouly one Mint in Australia will pay.

Mg. Cownvor : In the Eastern Colonies.

Me. R. I, SHOLL : I believe, myself, that
the only Mint that would pay would be the
West Australian Mint, because Tbelicve weshall
obtain more gold in this colony than any of the
other colonies. My old friend, the hon, mem-
ber for Sussex, complained abount the time it
takes to get from Bussclton te Perth by rail-
way. I quite concur with him, 1t is o most
tedions journey, and something ought to be
done to improve the present sorvice. There is
bad managemwent somewhere. I huve got out
when travelling on this line to see whut was
causing the stoppages, and I found the guard
employed in bunting out parcels for the dif-
fevent stations. Instead of having the goods
assorted, they seemed to be mixed up higgledy-
piggledy, nnd the time of the guard is wasted,
and the time of the travelling puablic too. I
have very little more to say, except that T
think some improvement ought to be made in
the accommodation of the publicin this Cham-
ber. ‘lhere is very little accommodation bere
for the public now, und there scems to be
plenty of room in the Press Gallery, a portion
of which might, I think, be set upart for the ac-
commodation of strangers, without in any way
interfering with the reporters. 1 should be

' sorry to hamper or cramp the members of the

I am not in favour of

Press, or to cause them interruption, but I
think one portion of the gallery might be
boarded off without inconveniencing them. [F
that cannot be done, something else ought to
bedune to incrense the accommeodation provided
for the pablic ; and I hope the Government
will consider the mntter and see what
can be done. I wust apologise to the House for

. detaining it so long.
hut we want to know whether the rilway is

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS

- (Hon. H. W, Venn) : I havesome remarks to

make, in the nature of replies to hon, members



140  Address-in-Reply.

[ASSEMBLY)

Address-in-Reply.

who havespoken. Following in the wake ofthe ' ticular, and he supported his allegation by

Attorney-General, T must on behalf of the
Government thank hon. iwembers for the
moderate tone in which they have dealt with
the Addresa. T'aking the debateon the whole,
I do not think we can trnce any great hostil-
ity to the Government, and we may take
it ns & compliment that the Speech has
been received generslly with 80 much fuvour.
With regard to whether the debate on the
Address is aloss of time or not, I may say that
in my opinion it is mot. I think it iz an
advantage, and T think wmembers have a right
to avail themselves of the vpportunity afforded

by this debate for addressing themselves to |

any subjects they desire to ventilate, The
hon. member for Perth, who first followed the
mover and eeconder, spoke about the Collie
coalfield, and said he hoped the Government,
before the session is over, will give as much
information to the House as they possibly can
upon this subject. On the part of the Govern-
ment, I may say that the most full and com-
pleteinformation which the Government have
up to the present timne will, I hope, helaid on
the table for the information of hon. members.
‘We have had many tests wmade, some good and
sowe bad, and they will all be laid hefore wem-
bers, so that they may be able to form their
own judgment. Personally, T am as confident
now, that we have good, marketable, and
serviceable coal at the Collie, as ever
I was; and I feel sure thet when we bave a
railway to that colafield, we will be able to put
fuel down here at a price within the range of
the pocket of the poorest inhabitant of the
colony. Coming next to the hon. member for
Albany, the hon. member's worda sounded to
me ag if the voice was that of Jacob while the
hand was that of Esau. If the hon. member's
ambition is at eome future time to occupy a
seat on these Treasury benches, and that
ambition is realised, and we on this side
happen to be in the cold shades of the Opposi-
tion, I can promise the hon. member that we
will give him a loyal support in everything
which in our opiniin will tend to the berefit
of the ealony. However anxious (in the hon.
member’s opinion) we may be to keep in office,
I assure bim we are not at all anxious to do so
one hour longer than we think the peuple of
the colony desire. When we feel that the
people have lost confidence in us we shall be
happy 1o retire in the hon. member’s favour.
He spoke of the waladwinistration of the
Government generally, and of mysaelf in par-

the tremendous indictment that the stone for
the Albany Post Office wes importedatone. It
may be of some interest to members if I read
& short memorandum on this subject, which
ay clear the minds of hon. members:

1. The specificaiions provide that ‘‘freestone”
ghall be from Pyrmont Quavries, N.S.W., and the
“bluestone” from Newport Quarries, Victoria, or
loenl granite, at the option of the Contractor.

2. The Contractor elected to use imported
stone.

3. A sample of stone, got at South Albany, was
tested Dec. 3rd, 18984, but the proposal to use that
stone was abandoned, as it proved brittle and un-
suitable for mullions and transomes.

4. In connection with this, it may be men-
tioned that Charles Layton, a loeal builder, supple-
mented his tender for this building by o telegram,
dated 11th Dec., 1894, “error in alternative tender,
local materin] increased by forty-five pounds
(£45).”
£45. The invoice price for freestone, imported, is

7.

6. The labour on frecstone and bluestone was
executed locally, viz., at Albany.

7. There is no plant at Alhany for breaking
granite, and band-breaking is expensive, and no
other hard stoue available, suitable for making the
steps of concrete.

8. There is no sand at Aibany suitable for
making such concrete.

9. If the steps had been of concrete, broken
bluestone would probably have been railed from
Greenmount, aml an imported cement would
necessarily have been used.

10. ‘Fhe basement walling and rough wrought
steps at entrance, as well as the door and window
sills and the plinths, a1e of local stone.

1t. In I'erth local granite steps cost 7w, 6d. to
8s, per super foot, and Victorian blue stone 4s. 3d.
1o 45. Bd. per super foot.

12. Referring to the practice in other tban
Government buildings, it may be mentioned that
the specifications for the Congregationai Church,
in St. George's Terrace, Perth, provided that the
steps to entrance should be of local granite, but it
was found that they could not economically be pro-
cured, the result being that the top step is of local
granite and all the others are of Victortan blue
stone.

Mz. Stmpson : Who ig that report by ?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. Venn): By the Assistant-En-
gineer-in-Chief (Mr. Poole). It willbe obvious
t0 members that in making use of this stone
the Government were doing the best they
could in tue interests of the country, and hav-
ing the work done as economically ae possible.
Coming next to ihe remarks of the lom.
member for North Fremantle, and the hon.
'member for the Murray, I feel sure that, when
those hon. members come to think over the
remorks they made use of with reference to
Mr. Allison Smith, they will regret having

expressed themselves in the way they did. I feel
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sure it was not their desire to take advantage
of their positien in this House to cast reflec-
tions uponthe charucter of a professional man
which they would not be able to make oulside
this House without rendering themselves
liable to a civil action. It was with regret
that I heard such reflections cast upon o pro-
fesaional man’s character, and I particularly
regret the reference that was made to the
awount paid by this colony to Mr. Allison
Smith for his services. I do not think theo
hon. wnd lenrned member for North Fre-
wantle (Mr. Moss) would think five guineas a
a day teo high to charge for his professional
services. Nor do I think that the hon,
member for the Murray (Mr. George), if
his services or advice were sought on some
speeinl oc¢casion, would consider that he was
v early paid if he received fifty guineas for ten
or twelve days’ work.

Mz. Georae: I give my time for 53. a day
when on a jury.

's COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon, H. W. Venn): The amonat paid to Mr.
Allison Smith was at about the sawe rate s
we are paying our own Engineer-in-Chief, and
I do not think we pay him at too high o rate.
The honorable member for West Perth made
reference to the way the Government deal with
wrbitration cases, in respect to compensation
paid for land resumed for railway purposes. I
may inform the hon. member that we deal
with these matters under the Act, ‘LIhe value
of the land is appraised by valuators ap-
pointed by the Government, and I feel gure
the Government always appoint the best men
they can find,

Mgz, Simrson: At the Vasse?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Yes, at the Vasse also. The very best men
available are appointed, and I feel sure no
sensible man coan cavil at their valuations, We
find that’ in nearly every instance they are
rensonnble and fair, and a8 much as the Go-
vernmen} ought to pay. In many instances
we have bought land, privately, below the
valuntion of these gentlemen. The hon. mem-
ber for Nannine, in speaking of our railwaya,
said he was mot perfectly satisfied with the
large amounts’ charged to loan accounta
in connection with the equipment of our
railways and railway stations. On this point,
1 wouldjust say this: T have been at thehead of
our railwaya now for five years, and I have
heard a great deal in vhis House asto how
they ought to be conducted. I have often

[8 JoLv, 1885.]
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heard membera gny they wish to see our rail-
ways conducted on commereiul principles. For
my part I wish thai principle to be carried
out to the bitter end—not that one branch
should be conducted on commercial principles,
and another branch on anything else but com-
mercial principles.

Mkr. Simpson : Black mail principle oa oune
line.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Ho . H. W. Veun) : 'l'he fact of the matter is
wo never did equip our Eastern Kailwuy pro-
perly, irom the very firat; it wna the most
poorly equipped line in Australin up to a few
years agoe. The most common conveniences
were not to be found on it ; und it was impos-
8ible, the railway revenue then being 114 per
cent. less than the expense, to attempt to buy
rolling stock, and the consequence was we had
to ask for a loan for additional improvements,
80 us to equip our lines. As a matter of fact
they have never been equipped properly up to
the present day, though we are tryisg to do
so. If this Honse says we must reduce our
freight rutes to the lowest possible standard, I
a8k how are you going to make our railways
pay, snd provide udditional rolling stock, ete,

The House at this stage adjourned for an
houor.

At 7.30 p.n. the BSPeAReR resumed the
chair,

''Ee COMMISSIONER OF BAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn): Resuwming wmy remarks,
I was going on to say, before the adjournment,
that [ think it would be as well if hon. mem-
bers who have criticised the working of the
ruilways would be consiatent in their remarks,
for if they expect us to show a surplus of
revenue over expenditure at the end of the
year, they must not, on the other hand, move
the Government 1o make reductiona in the
fraight ratea. I will, at a later period in the
session, be delivering wy annual astatement
upon the railway estinates, giving then to
the House all the information that is possible
in relation to the railway accomats; and I
need not now labor this question very fur.
Referring to remarks made by the hon, mem-
ber for Nannine, I enn assure him that, up to
the present moment, so far ns the working
expenses are concerned as against revenue in
this year and the year just past, there is no
itew, to my knowledge, charged against loan
! account, thut should properly and reasonably

be charged to working expenses. Therefore

I ¢can assore hon. members that the accounts
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which will be presented to you during the
present session will be accurate accounts,
showing clearly and fully the actual esti-
mates of railway expenses as against the
revenue, The hon. member for the Gas-
coyne has said he does not feel sure that
the department has not been charging to
loan account the cost of machinery repaira.
I may tell the hon. member that, in all rail-
ways in the world, tbs cost of machinery
repairs ia charged to railway expenditure, and
not to any loan account. But in conmmection
with other railways that are managed by com-
panies on commercial prineipies, there is
always a fund, which may be called s sinking
fund, out of which the rolling stock can be
paid for, and the companies do not care cven
to increage their capital account, urless it is
for some extruordinary expenditure, such as
extengions or other contingemcies that may
arise, I again say that if it is desired that
the Government railwnys in this colony
should be worked on commercial principles,
thera will be no diffienlty in that respect, but
hon. members must be consistent in that
matter, and not expect that very reduced
rutes can be charged, and that there will, at
the same timme, he a large annual surplus of
revenue over expenditure. The twe expecta-
tions are sntagonistic to each other. I may
say, in regard to the working of the railways,
that the results will show, when laid before
hon. members, that whereas the percentage
of working cost was £114 to earn £100 of
revenue in the year 1890, the percentage of
cost for the year 1894-5 hna peen £63 to earn
£100. That is the very best resulé you can
expect to nttain at present; and 1 venture to
say that it compares favourably with the
working of any other railways in Australia,
even under the management of the ablest ex-
perts. I may say again, that when the rail-
way accounis are presented to hon. members,
later in the session, they will be correct
accounts and such rs memhbers may rely on ;
and I cnn assure the hon. member for the
Gascoynethat I am not by any means likely
to charge n thing to loanaccount, whreh shounld
properly be charged to working expenses, in-
asmuch, if I had the desire tc do so, hon. mem-
bera could call for the returns, and would
thus be able ace the wistake in & moment, and
such a tnistake would reflect very much on the
departments. It has been stated; in this de-
bate, that on a previous ccension T laid down
the principle, in reference to the rail-
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ways to goldfields, that when the gold-
fields traffic has shown a c¢lear swrplus
over the working expenses, besides pay-
ing interest on capital, the Government
will coneider the propriety of reducing
tho rates of freight. Woell, I say now that I
never told this I.ouse, nor gave the hon. mem-
ber for Coolgardie, any promise to the effect
that when the line to Sowthern Cross paid the
sune as other lines of railway have paid, the
freight rates would be reduced. I assure the
House that such a thing was never in my
mind, and I could not have said it. I may say,
howaver, that the Government have mnow
lowered the rates on all the railways of the
colony ; und inssmuch as the rates are lowered
upon a large amonnt of produce, those people
who are served by the railways to goldfields
musé proportionately derive the same benefit
as the other portions of the comrnunity. Also,
from the 1st of August next the passenger
rates on goldfields railwaye will bo nssimilated
to thosecharged on the Eastern Railway; there-
fore, taking it altogether, the reduced rates
that will be in operation on and after the 1st o
August will make a difference, a total
estimnted redwnetion in onr railway revenue,
amounting to hetween £30,000 and £40,000.
So far, therefore, as my promisc is concerned,
a8 vegards the reduction of the rates as soon as
o certain proportion of revenue was received
from the railways, that promiso has been
redeemed, and the reduction will be realised
on the lst of August next. The hon.
member for the Vasse has spoken of the
glow speed of trains on the newly opened rail-
way to that district. It should be remembered
that, in constructing new railways, this House
expects the Government to construct themns
cheaply na possible; therefore we have laid
down on that railway, ns on others, 451b. rails,
and it is nbsolutely impossible to get o great
amount of speed on rails of that strength. 1If,
however, hon, members want to see a high
gpeed ottained on our railways, they must
nuthorise the Government, when constructing
new lines, to use 60lL. or 80lb. rails. As to
comparative speed, 1 am aware the Midland
Railwny Company are at present running
traing on their railway at a higher rate-of
speed than the contractor for that compuny
thinks iteafeand proper todo; and Tunderstand
that those trains attain sometimes a apeed of
40 wiles an hour, on 451b, rails, The Midland
line is only just completed, and the company
are bound to a certain amount of time. I
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have no cortrol over the rate of epeed on that
railway. 'With regard to speed on our Enstern
Railway and lines generally, I may say the
Government have alrendy ordered a cluss of
engines with a much larger wheel base, and we
expect to run the trains in fotureat a greater
speed than we have been nble to do bitherto.
As to the speed of traing on the Vasse railway, it
is the duty of the Government to assist the poor
settler as well as others, insending his produce
by railway; and the settler whe has a bag of
potatoes or a quarter of n ton of flour to send
by railway has aa much right to have it taken
up or delivered, as has the wan who wants to
send away u 5-truck lond. The picking up of
smell guantities at vorions stutions along the
journey will account for the slow rate of speed
on the Vasse linc. Bnt the speed is not al-
ways slow between Perth and the Vasse, be-
cause on Friday the journcy is done nt a fairly
good speed, and on that journey there is not
much done in the delivery of goods. When
the trnde justifies it, we shall be able to run
traina af n higher rate of speed between Perth
and the Vasse, and T hope the time is not far
distant when the trade nlong that railway
will be suvflicient to warrant the running of
passenger trains, separately from the goods
trufic. T may add that on and after the 1st
of September next it is proposed to run
daily trains between Perth and the Southern
districts, and I hope they will make better
time. The hon. member for Fremantle (Mr.
Marmion) referred to something he thought
must be wrony in the railway administration
when the carters along the road can compete
against the railway between Perth and
Fremantle, But the hon. member, on reflec-

[3 Juwy, 1895.]

tion, will easily sec that there is a reason for !

that competition. The railway between Perth
and Fremantle, Jike the ruilways elsewhere,
has bo pay for upkeep and general wanage-
ment, besides the other cxpenses; whereas
the carters who use o public road, which ia
maintuined by the Government, have nothing
to pay for maintecnance. If, however, the
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the handling, and on reaching Perth by rail-
way there is a second handling, and n the
delivery there is a third handling. When I
was in South Australia recently I was astonish-
ed to see the great nmount of cartage that is
done between that city and the port. Thereisul-
20 & lorge amouut of enrtage between the city of
Melbourne and the port ; and the same is to be
seen in New Zenland. Itis easy tounderstand
that carters will be able to deliver with greater
despatch thun can be done by the raulways,
because if you put a load of etuff on a cart in
Fremantle, to he deliveved direet to sowe
agent in Perth, you can estimate within balf-
an-hour the time when the stuff will be de-
livered in Perth ; but if the same goods be
delivered at the railway station in Fremantle
for conveyance to Perth, there may not be a
goods train &ill the night, and the articles
may not be delivered in Perth till the next
morning, 8¢ thet there is not the same cer-
tainty of quick delivery within a given time.
That is why the carters are able to carry
goods at payable rates on the road between
Perth and Fremantlee. There is another
question outside of that. Does the hon. meni-
ber desire, in raising this point, thut the
Government should “run" every trade, and
monopelise the whole of the business in this
colony ? Does he desire that the Government,
when they see n oarter waking a liv.ng by
carrying goods in o small way, should run
him off the rond? [AN Hon, MEMBER: You
do it in the delivery o. parcels.] Yes, we do
gend out a carrier to deliver small parcela.
But, on this question of carters competing
against the railway, I think it is a good thing
to encourage private cnterprise as much as
possible, and if enrbers find that it pays them
to carry goods direct by read between Perth
and Fremuntle, and if it pays the railway to
deal with goods ez ship, we may well leave

. the matter as it stands, and not find fanlt

carters had to pay for the maintenance of .

the road which they use, they could no
more compete agninss the railway than they
could ly. These earters are not put to any
great expense in bringing goods from Freman-
tle Lo Perth, because all goods that come ex
warehouse from the Port ean be delivered in
Parth with only one handling; whereas, the
other way about, when goods go from a ware-
house to the Goods Shed at Fremantle there is

with the Railway Department for not lower-
ing the rates, and leaving some trade to be
done by carters along the road.

Tue How. W. K. Maresuon: I did not say
the rates were too high.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWATYS
(Hon. H. W. Yenn): No; the hon. member said
he thought something was wrong when the
carters were able to compete against the rail-
way. I am quite sntisfied there was no
animus in what the hon. member said, but
that he gimply mentioned it as nfact. I may
gay, however, that if I were the managing
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director of a private railway, I do not think
you would see any traffic in goods along the
road at all, in competition with the railway;
but, in the position I occupy, it iz my duty to
gfudy the best interests of the colony
generally, rather then fthe actual interests
of the nrailway revenme. I do not
think I need labor the question further in re-
gard to the admivistration of the railways, ae
1 think the accounts that will be laid before hon.
members this session will carry conviction. I
regret, with the hon. member for the Murray
that the railway repoits have been wanting,
and werenot presenfed last seasion ; but that
is due to tha fuct that we have been running
. ub high pressure in our offices ever since I
have been in office, and the Engineer-in-
Chief has not had time to make those valuable
reports which ke sheuld do, and which other-
wise would have been presented regularly;
but I promise that before lomg—I hope be-
fore this session closes—you will have full and
comnplete reports. As wo have nothing but
good to report, you can quite understand it is
annoying to me that I wae not sble, last ses-
gion, to place before the House the annual re-
port on the railways.  That report, as well as
the report for the year just past, will be printed.
I hup:, before the close of this session We
have the matter o good deal forward now, and
it will only be a guestion of printing that will
prevent the report for the year 1894-5, as well
as that for the previous year, being presented
- during the present session. Before closing, T
may be expected to refer to somne remarks
made by the hon. memher for Albany. I
may say that, when he speaks about putting
a stop to dissensions in the Ministry, I
do mnot know to what he alludes. I do
not know of uny dissensions in the Ministry.
[Mg. Simeson: We all know what he alludes
to.] Well, g0 far as I am individually con-
cerned, I may say that the longer we, as col-
leagues, are associnted with 5ir John Forrest
as Premier of this eolony, the better we appre-
ciate hiny and the more loyal we are to him
The hon, the Premier will be able, before this
debate cioses, to address himself to the hon.
member for Albany. There was a remark
made by the hon. member for Gascoyne about
the want of conveniences in this Chamber,
Two years ago there was expressed a desire on
the part of certain members for the erection
of new Perliamentary Buildings. I do not
think that desire met with much support from
members generally ; but, as Director of Public
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‘Works, and knowing that this desire existed,
I have thought it wounld be unwise for me to
make large or exvemsive alterations in the
present building, if there was a desire to eract
new Perliamentary Buildings, in which both
branches of the Legislatwre could be amply
accommodated. If, however, hon, members
can apgree to put that iden out of their minds,
and go on using the present Chamber, & great
deal may be done in improving the present ar-
rangements, notonly for the greaterconvenience
of members, but also for the public in the spaces
set apart for them. I have had a design pre-
pared which shows that, for a few hundred
pounds, a greater asmount of sitting accom-
modation can be provided for the public
generally, and for the lndies, by improving the
present Chamber.

M=z. LEFROY : It must be very gratifying
t. any one representing the people in any
country, to hear a satisfactory stutement
emanating from the Government at any time
and I think we way all feel gratificntion that
on the present oceagion the Government are
able to present to us a satisfactory condi-
tion of affaira. T wust ndwmit they have
tried to give it as rosy a hue as pos-
sible, but of course that is naturally always
the desire of a Government. But though
everything nbout this colony at present ap-
pears to be very golden indeed, yetin some
parts of it there are clonds which any one
who knows the inward condition of this colony
must not igmore. Ido not intend to go
seriatim through the different items thatare
presentedto us in the Speech of His Excellency,
but will merely pause n little over a few of
the questions thkat are heve brought to our
notice, and which have been debated to o cor-
tain extent by hon.members. Some exception
has been talen to the statemeni in the Speech
with regard to Federation. I myself must
sgree with the Government that this is not
8 vressing time for us to initiate in this colony
any siate of Federation. FExecption hagheen
taken by sowme members to the appointment
of delegutes to the Federul Council, as made
by the Government ; but I think this is scarce-
ly the time to take exception to thoseap-
pointments, because it mustbe well known to
hon. members that thereis no other conrse
provided under the Federal Council Act, by
which delegates from this colony to that
Council could be appointed. I am not sure
however, that it would not be =&
much Dhetter plan if delegates to the
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Couneil were to be appointed by Parliament;
but, at the same time, I do pot think it vight
that mewmbers of this House should object to
tho present arrungement, by objecting to the
Government having made the appointments
they did walke, when the Government had no
other course they could possibly bave taken
under the Ach, Of.course it would probably
amount 10 the same thing if the delegates to
the Council were to be elected by Parliament,
because the Government of the day must
necessarily have a majority to carry ut the
businesa of the country, nnd they would
poesibly name their own representatives, and
their supporters wounld probably support them
in doing so. I think indeed that, under the
present gystern of appointment, we are more
likely to get gentlemen appointed as delegates
who huve not exactly the same views as lhe
Government on general gquestions, than would
be the cusd if the delegutes were to he app-
ointed by Parliament as u whole, in which
the Government must necessarily have a
majority. The Federal Council is the
only body that has any power to deal with
federal questions ; and I think it is very
well that this body should continue, for
if it iz nothing else, it is the germ
of that larger Pederntion which we all
hope at some time to see. I am not onc of
those who would like to sce m.rely the Federn-

tion of Awstralin against the outside world,”

becanse I do mot think that iz the proper
gpirit which shomld actuste us in desiving
Federation. [ should like to see, with the
Federation of Australin, the Federation of
the whole British Empire; and if we cannot
have that, we had better have nothing. As
to federating Australia against the outside
world, where does the money we borrow
come from, ifi not from the outside world
—from kEngland particnlarly? And as to
our having Frectrade amongst ourselves,
and protection against the outside world, I do
not think we should endeavor to put restrie.
tions upon the mother country by shutting
out from our shores her exported goods, when
onr produce is heing exported to England.
Qane of the questions debated on this occasion
is the Stock Tax, and that question has arisen
out of the Tariff Bill mentioned in the Speech,

and since introduced into this House. I must
say that some of those members who are oppos-

ed to the Stock Tax have handled it in a very
extraordinary manner, The hoo. member
for Eust Perth, who I notice alwaye makes
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8 long oration to the House, and to whom
we are all pleased to listen, for we look
upon him as a rising member of this
House, does not himself remain in the Chamn-
ber to listen to others, after others have
listened to him for perhaps an hour or more.
The hkon. member classes himself ag an out-
and-out protectionist, und what docs be do at
the sametime ? He wants freetrade in atock
and meat. I do not like to impute motives—it
is o thing I would rather not do—but when I
think over this matter, it seems to me thatthe
hon. member i merely addressing that arga-
ment to hia constituents, thinking probably
that it will smit those who placed him here,
and consequently he desires to see the Stock
Tax laken off. T think we ought all, ag far as
possible, 1o try and legislate for the colony ut
large, and, when legislating for the protection
of industries, we should place that protection,
if poseible, on the whole community rather
than on any particular class. The hon. mem-
ber says this tax irritates & certain number of
people. Well, T say if there is onething more
thun another which would irritate those people
whe live in the Northern parts of this colony,
it would be the abolition of the Stock Tax. I
believe that, to take it off, would irvitate them
more then anything else. TPersdnally, I say
it would mnot affect me in the least,
or those I represent, but it would cer-
tainly irritate those people who are our
pioreer sattlers in the North. If the retain-
ing of the Stock Tax would irritate one class,
and the removal of it would equally irritale
unother class, Iaay the mere fact of there
being irritation in ope class would not be a
right reason for taking the tax off, now that it
is in existence. I say it would be better to
leave the tax as it is. Another hon. member
hag said thot if the guestion of abolishing all
these taxes were to be subwitted to o direct
vote of the people there would be n strong
majority againet it,. Waell, if we were to put
to the direct vole of the people this question—
“Shall we take the taxes off everything nnd do
“away with all taxation through the Customs
“ housge ’—I should like to know what would
be the answer. I say the answer of the
majority wonld be *“ Yes; do away with every
“ taxation.” That would be the answer, because
the majority of the people do mot interest
themselves much in the intricate mattera of
government, and the majority of the people
rever think how the government of the conntry
is to be carried on—forgetting that all the
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public services and works reqmire money for
carrying them on as public comveniences.
I certainly think that the argument uvsed by
tho hon. member, about anbmitting this taxa-
tion question to a direct vote of the people,is
an argument that is untenable, OF course it
is snid by some, that the removal of the Stock
Tax is going to make a great reduction in the
price of meat. I knowsomething aboutthatpart
of the question, having lived in the colony a
number of years, and nm able to judge in my
own way whather the removal of this tax would
much lessen the price of meat to consumers,
I eny distinetly it would not; amd I
would like to say here mow-—and T think
hon. members and the peuple generally
will find it so—that us long as this eolony is in
a Hourishing condition, the price of meat will
never go down much. If, however, the colony
gets into depression, if many people leave it,
and we then have more meat in the colony
than is required by the reduced population,
then down will go the price of meat. Other-
wige, the price willnot go down much helow
what it is at present. There is plenty of weat
which might be sent here from the Kastern
colonies and South Australia, and the Stock
Tax does not prevent the growers and sales-
men from sending it here. [Mzn. MoRAN :
I know it does.] The hon. member,
who hns been visiting the other colonies,
may have come to the conclusion that it does,
but I have also visited the Eastern colonies
recently, and I know that those interested in
stock there say the Stock Tax in this colony
has never deterred them from sending ment
here—that what deters them is the distance,
together with the risks they have to face in
sending stock to our markets. I think it is
only right to those people who live in the
porthern parte of this colony, and who lead as
arduoua a life as any miners, that they should
be congidered in this question as well as
the miners, because the removal of this
tax would operate as a great irritant in
many quarters; and, now that the tax is in
existence, we shall do very much better to
leave it as it is. T will not say much with
regnrd to the establishing of a Mint, as the
nuestion will come before us bye-and-by. I
Imow it will be impossible for & Mint to pay
here. The Melbourne Mini does motpay. I
find it turned out last year coined gold to the
value of four millions sterling, and I believe
the cost of producing it was £208 above the
working expenses, without taking into con-
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sideration the interest on huildings that have
cost £60,000, and the interest on fittings and
other necessaries, which cost £40,000. Of
course n Mint will not pay here, and
nohody expetts that the coining of gold
i8 going to pay. At the present price
of gold, and tihe present value of the
govereign we all know that the minting of
gold is mot n profitable oceupation ; but, at
the same time, if we are not likely to be
burdened with any great expense, nnd if the
Government can show wus that such is mot
likely to be the cage, I would not he inclined
to oppose the iden of & Mint being ostablished
heve, ns it might give this colony some prestige
in the estimation of the outside world,andasn
gold-producing country, we shounld he brought
into more notice. With regard to the

" Frempntle Workshops—that burning question

of the day—the hon. member for Fremantle
(Mr, Marmion) has got o site soméwhere in
his own micd, which lhe i& going to tell
us about hyennd-by ; and of course 1T
wonld not like to pledge myself either to
one site or another until twy honorable and
zenial friend has been able to explain where
this site is; and I hope it will he possible for
me to give my support to the site which the
hon. member intends to propese. Iam afrnid,
however, that unless we have some batier
arguments brought forwnrd than have heen

produced already, I shall have, on this ques-

tion, to vote in the opposite direction to thatof
my hon. friend. His Excellency’s Speech tells
us that the rnilways are provieg of the
greatest importance to the country, and that
the revenue for the prescent financial year will
not only exceed the working expenses, but will
wlso pay the interest and sinking fund on the
capital expended in their conatruction, Tt nlso
“gays: *“ The success which has attended the
“ gpening up of thecountry byrailways proves,
“ heyond a doubt, that the policy of giving
« facilities of transii by railway has been
“ thoroughly justified, and should be continued
“to theutmost extent, consistent with the
means of the colony.” Now, I regret that
has not been the case in the district I repre-
sent. A railway has heen running in that
district (the Midland) someconsiderable time,
and the work has been woder eonstruction
nearly eight years. Fromw the answer we re-
ceived from the Premier lnst evening, the
Hounse now knows that not one acre of the
Midland Cowpany’s land, through which
the railway runs, between Guildford and
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Champion Bay, has been alienated during
the last two years, and therefore none of that
land has heen alicnated during the last eight
yenrs, because until two years ngo the Govern-
ment had no power to sell any land within the
area of the Company’s concession—that is to
say, from 1887 until two years ago, the Go-
vernment had no power to sell any land for
settlement within that distriet. This is a
guestion of very great importance to the
colony, becanse we have had all this extent of
country lying idle, waiting for settlement and
for cultivation ; nnd yetnot onencre of the Com-
pany’s land has been alienated during the last
eight years. Itis not that there is no land §rerc
suitable for settlement and cultivation. There
is abundance of land that might be used for
settlement and for ngrieultural purposes, and
this can be shown by the fact that even within
the last few months, on the side of the railway
where the land has not been selected by the
Midland Company, the Government have been
able to pnrt with a considernble amount of
Crown land, and some settlement is going on
there. But, unfortunately, the Government
retain very little land there thai is of any
good, between Guildford nnd Geraldton, after
the Company have made their selections; and I
hope the Midland Company will seon open their
eyea to the fact, that if their railwayis to be a
payable undertaking, they muat do something
%o gettle the land they have seclected under
their contract. It is ridicalous for a board of
railway directors, sitting in London, to value
the Company’s land, as they do, at the absurd
price of 30s. an acre right through, as an
average. Those directors sitting in London
must kmow particularly well that o large
area of land in thid colony cannot possibly be
worth 30s. an acre, when the Government are
giving free pgrants of land to homestead
selectors. Those gentlemen ought to know
that land here cannot be of that value for
settlement, when they must be nware that
witnin the sound of the church bells of
Iondon, there is land now reduced to
prairiec value. Small holders in the Mid-
land district, who had perhaps 100 acres
of Jand eight years ago, and may now wish to
increase their holding by purchasing from the
Company, are not able te do 50 because no man
can afford to pay 30s. an acre, and make o profit
out of the land by working it. Besides, how
can persons in London imagine that, when we
are giving away land here for the purpose of
inducing settlement and cultivation, the Mid-
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land Company can get the high price they
expect for it 7 [ do not wish to call to account
those gentlemen who are in thig colony repre-
senting the Compnny, for I think they have
carried ount the construction work well, and
the coloay has got a good line of railway
now rumning ; but unless, the Company adopt
some practical scheme of Jand settlement, the
present state of things will prove a great de-
friment to the Company and to this colony.
If the Company wish to get out of their diffi-
culties, they will have to bring settlement to
the large aren of country which they hold. T
am glad the Government have decided toput
down artesinn hores on the goldfields. T have
always advocated this, because I do not see
how we can really kmow whether artesian
water is obtainable there, until sufficient teats
are actnally made ; and T am pleased
to think the Government are now go-
ing to put down bores in different
parts of the goldfields, and try to find artesian
water if possible. One or two hon. membera
have said there are several questions which
ought to be settled here, while the public
feeling is calm. Why, those hon. mewbers
want to get abou$ two hundred years ahend of
any other country, That sort of thing is
tmpossible.  We all know that political
changes come gradneally, and they must come
in this country, as elsewhere, by a series of
revolutions, and not by any other way.
Does any hon. wmember know of sany
great  political question having  been
settled when everything in that country
was calin nnd guiet? I mever have, though
I rather prefer a atate of ealm. All great
questions of the day, in other countries, have
been settled either by force of arms, or when
the political condilions were very stormy.
With regard to increasing the facilities at
elections, and all that sort of thing, I think
wa have gone quite far enoungh in our electoral
legislntion, and I do not think anything fur-
ther is required at present. Some hon. mem-
bera seem to imagine that all the people
think of, in this colony, is getting their names
put on the Electoral Rolls, and having n vate
for members of Parliament—as if that were
their sole ambition. My experience with
electora is that there is usually the greatest
difficulty in getting them to take steps for
haviog their names put on the Electoral
Rolla; and that, if they do get their names on,
if they are not driven to the poll they will not
go there. 1do not know whether my hon.
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friend, the member for Yilgara, intends to
drive all hisfriends Lo the poll, when the day
of election comes round. [Me. Moran: Yes.]
I am not cae of those who , wish to see these
changes at presemt. As to the payment of
mewbers, I sny a Momber of Parliament wants
to be independent of Parliament, und unless
a member is independent of Parlinment, he
cannot be aa fitting a represemtative of the
peopless he would beifhe werenotpaid. When
tepresentatives comeintothis Houge to be paid,
all they think of will be the emolnment, and very
often the paid members in other Parlinmenta
ate induced to vote with the Government,
simply to keep them in power, because the
paid members are afraid that if the Govern-
ment go out there may be a general election
and these members may lose their ewcolu-
mepts. After the lengthy reports we now
gee printed eveiy evening of the proceedings
in this House, and the great length of some
of the speeches, some of us may think
whether it would not be better if each
member were allowed only ten or fiftcen
minutes to speak in a debate. I rather
expect that some of those gentlemen in the
gallery who have to report our apeeches may
be “striking ” before this session is ended. T
am aware there is a provision in the confract
agreament for pablishing these lengthy reports
in & newspaper, thav the publishers are not
to be held responsible in the event of a strike.
However, we are all aware that the eolony is
in a meat satisfactory financial condition—it
must be most satisfactory for all of us to know
that—but at the same time I think thaf, out-
side of the pold, the people gemerally are not
in that eatisfactory condition thaf the finances
of the colony would lead one to expect they
ara, and that to suy otherwise would appear but
mockery to some of those poor, unfortunate
people who have had to tide over the great
dificulties of the last fow years. But this fact
emphasises, at the same time, the great im-
poriance of the gold discoveries in this colony
—the fact that, when everytling else in the
colony is depressed, the financial condition of
the colony ia sound and flourishing—hecause,
take away the gold discoveries and all that
depends on them, then what sort of condition
would we be in? That apain emphasises the
inference that we should try to assist the goid
industry as much as possible. 'Weshould con-
gider carefully what we expend in that direc-
tion, and [ am not sure the Governwent are
pot right in charging s little higher freight
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on the milwags to the goldficlds, ns compated
with the freights ou other lines. Itis tobe
remewbered there ia no lack traific on the
goldfields’ ruilways, and that before they were
huilt the cost of carriage by road to the fields
was enormous. The difference between the
freight by road and that now charged by
railway iz 8o greatly in favor of the
mining industry, that it means o saving
in cost of 300 or 400 per cent, Theseo
railwaya have heen, proportionately, of much
greater advantago to the people interested in
the gold mining industry, than to the other
classea of the commuuity. While the colony
is in this satisfoctory financial condition, T
think this is a time when we ought to be most
careful with regard to its finances. It ia well
known that it is not orly the case with the
Governments, but with private individuals,
that when there is plemty, when there is
abundavce, when there is great financinl pros-
perity, there is alac u bigger outgoing,
and a greater waste. We bave seen that
experience all over the world, and I
think we shonld be all the more careful
in  dealing with the finances, so that
when we have abundance we should not
squander it. Although sitting on the Opposi-
tion side, T a1 pot here to attack the Govern-
went in any way for what they have done in
the past;and it remains to be seen in the future
whether it will be neceasary for me to take up
a position of that kind. My duty to the conn-
try is to see that the affairs of the colony are
carried on properly and rightly, throngh Parlia-
ment ; and as long as the Government bring
forward meusures tbat are in the interest of
the eountry, I suy here, fearlessly, I shall he
prepared to support them, and support them
to the utinost of my sbility. I think that 1
the proper spirit which should actuate any
representative of the people. We cannot all
have the same views. It is very pleasing
if we can all agree, but we cannoi;
and it is often extrarrdinary to hear
chut, when some of one's friends get
up, sheir viewsare so entirely different from
one’s own views. At the ssme time, I have
not congratulated the Government, or even
told them they have managed the colony’'s
affaira in o very satisfactory manner. But I
aope we allin this House shall work, during this
10agion, us we have worked in the past, for the
"jegt interests of the country at large, and of
rhe people we represent.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
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LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) : There are
pot many points in this excexdingly long
debate I wish to dwell upon; so I will confine
wy attention to a very few of them. Every
hon. member must have become weary of the
whole thing. It would not be becomingin
me, T suppose, to join my congratulations to
those which have heen so numerons, and per-
haps I shall save the criticiom of the
hon. member for Alhany if T withhold
them on this occasion. I have noticed
that hon, members bhave dealt very kindly
with His Excellency’s Speech as a whole.
The orly memher on the other side who bas
made a downright straightforward attack on
the Goverpment is the hon. member for
Albany, though perhaps, before we finish this
debate, the hon, member for Geraldton may
have & piteh-in toc. [Mu. SrmesonN: Nothing
of that sort about me.] We are all thankful
to the hon. mewber for Albany for brightening
up onr debates with hisflashesof wit, and as he
is one of the jocular members of the House,
perhaps we expect from him a certain amount
of funny sayings. Being the funoy man of
the House, we expect him to amuse us by
saying funny things. It would be very
monotonous ab times if we had not thia re-
lief, and so, long as the hon. mwember
does not become too personal, he may in
this way become popular. But I will say that
if he poses beforec us ss o serious politicien,
and wishes to be taken sericusly as a states-
man who perhaps some day may have to take
hisshare of responsibility in guiding the
destinies of this great country, we shall ex-
pect from him something more, sowething
different from either criticisms or rebukes—we
ghall expect him to handle the affairs of the
counilry in something like a statesmenlike
wanner. The hon. member bewails the
sbsence of anything like a policy in the
jovernor's Speech, and remarks that surely, in
the face of this rising revenue and this sur-
plus, the Government cught to be able to
sketch out something or other in the s hape of
acomprehensive scheme of expenditure. He
ulso objects thot the policy of the past haa been
ene of loans ond public works. The hon.
member does not make it clenr as to whether
this policy, the absence of which from the
Speech he so much regrets, was to show how
this surplus revenue should he expended, or
whether it was to so arrange things that no
such misfortune as the possession of a surplus
of £200,000 should oecur again. I suspect he
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cannot meun the former, becanse he tells ua
that any Minislry could carry cut a policy of
loans and public works—that practically any-
hody, without any political instinct at all, conld
do this. He says they have only tosit down.
gpend the money, and wait for the rezult,
Well, it shounld follow logically that if we had
indicated any policy to show how we are going
to spend this £200,000 of surplus revenue,
it would be no proof of political instinet on
our part, becanse the hon. member enys no
political instinct is necessary to carry out o
policy of spending money—that anyhody can
doit. He further says that one of the first
principles of good government is geod finance.
Well, that must be a confradiction of his pre-
vious proposition, and it ia one of those funny
things that we expect to find, and do find, ina
speech from the hon, member. Therefore, as
I imagined hefore, it could not have been his
mweaning that the absence of a policy from the
Speech was indicated by the nbsence of any
schemo which should show how this erormous
surplua was to be expended. But, on the other
band, if it is ®o, I think it would have been
rather a better idea if the hon. wmember bad
had patience enough to wait until the Annual
Estimates can be placed op the table, hecause
while telling us the Speech was inordinately
loug, he regrets that the Government
have not made it longer by adding other
paragraphs to explain how this enormons
halance of £200,000 ia going to be expended.
He attempts to show it is a proof that we have
no policy, by complaining that we have not
given inthe Speech a list of those puablic
works on which we intend to spend this
large revenue, and he infers therefore,
that we do not know how to spend it. I think
the hon. member mmet have meant by
his argument, that we ought to have
brought in a policy, with a ligt of the intended
expenditure, in order to prevent a recurrence
of such a disaster as our having thig enormous
sarplue—that is to say, we ought to have
brought in a policy that would decrease our1e-
venue in the future. Well, I must point out
that we have brought in a policy that will de-
crease our revenue, and that the Customs
Duties Repeal Bill is now on the table. But
even this does not pleace him. He poses now
as a hard-and-fast freetrader ; and be gives
us evidence of his financial ability in bis eriti-
cisma on the tariff. Hetellsus heisnotsatisfied
with the reductions the Government. propose tu
make ; which reductions, I maintain, are very
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considerable in amount, and will materially re-
lieve the burden of taxation om the people.
The hon. mewber says we should wipe out the
20 per cent., and the 15 per cent. duties, and
wbove all the 12§ per cent. ad walorems duty.
This statement shows how deeply he must have
thought overthe tariff question, when he hos
not: discovered that there is no 124 per cent.
duty at all. The hon. member describes the
reductions proposed by the Governmentas a
mere tea-and-sugar policy.

Mg. Banpeus: I rise to & point of order. The
hon. gentleman is reading extracts from a
newspaper, 1s that in order?

Tur SPEAKER : If the hoa. member is
reading extracts from a newspaper of a de-
bate that has taken place this session, of course
he is out of order.

Tug COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): Tam read-
ing from my notes. However, the hon. metnber
for Albany Further said, in his criticisms, that
he considered the means which the Govern-
ment have chosen for reducing the tariff are
not the proper ones atb all, and that the re-

ductions ought t¢ have tnken place in
another  direction. He would like to
make us believe that the Govern-
ment are confining their attention fo

taking the duty off tea snd sugar. I think
somme other hon. mewbers ulso have not given
fair consideration to this matter in speaking
in that way, for we have also proposed to take
the duties off keroeene, bags, blankets, fencing
wire, and tany other avticles in general use;
and by these remissions we expect to lose
£10,000 or £50,000 of revenue. ‘Thatis a con-
siderable relief to the burdens of the penple.
Hon, members may reason as they like, but
atill there is the fact that £40,000 or £50,000
a, year, which the people have hitherto been
paying to the revenue in taxes through
the Customes-house, will in fature be saved to
them, and I am sure no hon. member can
get out of that statement. 'T'he people
who have been paying taxes om the
very necessaries of life, and especially the
heads of families, are to be relieved to the
extent of £40,000 or £50,000 2 year; und ag
this large s ia to be saved to them on the
necessaries of life, and not on Juxuries, I think
the Governmwent may well claim to have fairly
congidered the needs of the people who most
require relief, and to have done this at a time
when there was no great pressure on them so
to do. It appears the only thing the Govern-
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ment should have proposed to satisfy
some hon. mewmbhers, was to take off the Stock
Tax. That is the burden of some hon. mem-
bers’ arguments. We huve had from different
quarters of the House—on that (the Opposi-
tion) side of the House and on thie—some
mostingunious and some wonderful calculntions
w8 to the oppressive effect of the Stock Tax on
the community. Iam pothere as an apolegist
for the Stock Tax. I do notcare much about
it, one wny or the other. I would prefer, ss n
principle, to sce the whole colony go into free-
trade. DBut when the voice of the country
and of Parlinment has declared o preference
for a protective tariff—and T believe that if o
plebiseite could be taken on that question the
seneral vote would be in favor of a protective
tariff—is it an honest or fair kied of protective
tariff to protect a certain number of industries,
and at the same time bogrudge any protection
to that very large intercst, omr ngricultural
and pastoral industry? I wm not going
to aay the S8tock Tax does not make
the least difference in  the  price,
because I do not belicvein such srguments at
all. If anyonc tells me that to take the duty
off sugnr and tea will not make the slightest
difference in theprice of those articles, I believe
that person is tulking nonscnse, because the
argunent could be soon reduced to a logical
absurdity. T freely admit that the Stock Tax
does make a difference in the price of ment
but I do claim that it should not be charged
in addition to the price of meat, beyond the
amount of the tax itself. When we know that
the tuz oncattle is 20s. & head, that nanount on
an average beast weighing 7201hs. would hea
half-penny per pound, or the tax of 23. 6d. on
a sheep weighing 60lbs. would be also u half.
penny per pound ; therefore I say you haveno
right tocharge the Stock Tax with any further
increase in the price than a half-penny
per pound. Then why should some hon. wem-
bers go into such absurdities as to tulk of the
retait price being 10d. a pound, and suggesting
that about 5d. of that amount is caused by the
Stock Lax ?  ‘'he hon. member for Yilgarn has
said this tax nccounts for the scarcity of went
in the colony, and he has argued that the cost
of & good bullock in Queenstand would be shout
&£3, that the freight chargo to this coleny
would be about £4, that other incidental ex-
penses would beabout £1,and that adding to
these charges £1 10s. for the tax per head at
owr ports, the total cost of an imported bullock
vould be &Y 10s, when landed here
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from Queensland. The importer need not | his very best to terminate the reign of the

pay for insurance against loss.
weight of a beast at 740 to 750 lbs, the price
quotéd by the hon. member would be less than
3d. a pound. But the hon. member hasshown
us that when the butcher sells the meat retail,
he gets u total of £24 for that Lullock. Well,
if that Le so, how is it that, with all the ‘cute
people we know there are in Queensland awd
other colonies, and assuming they can sce how
eady it should he to send cattle to this colony
at a large profit—a profit equal to the dif-
ference between X£9 103, and £24—how is it
they have not floeded our market with their
imported chenp meat ? There m .8t be some-
thing wrong in the hon. member’s calculntion,
for he has shown us, by the sum he sei
before this House, that there is somewhere in
the cattle trade, o clear profit amounting to
the differcnce between £9 10s. for an importod
bulluck, and £24 which the butcher realises on
the carcuse ; therefore Isny again, it is strange
to me that, nrcvording to those figures, this
colony has not been flooded with cheap meat
imported from other colonies. Either that
should be the cflect, or the caleulation must
be wrong. Meut being suy 6d.u pound all
round, in this colony, there would be 100 per
cent. profit on an imported Lenat weighing
750 lba., wnd costing £) 10s. landed here,
which is less than 3d. & pound. I
say, charge the Stock Tux with the
half-penny a pound which it is legibi-
mately entitled to bewr, but do not talk as if
the Stock L'ax should be charged with 4d. or
5d. a pound added to the price of meat. [Aw
How. Memser:—It increases the retail price.]
The retail price dues not affect the argument
at all. The butchers iwust have their profits
whatever the price is. The hon. member fur
East Perth said the natural protection to this
line of trade should be quite sufficient. I pre-
sume he meant the freight and other expenses
of importation. But that argument is not
worth much, for I tell hon, mewbers, as o fact,
that the expenses of shipping a beast from our
own Northern ports, where our cattle are
grown, are greater than if the beast were
brought here from another colony—say from
South Australia. 8o that the natural pro-
tection arising from distance and other con-
ditions, as against the people who grow stock
in other colonies, isn still greater protection
against sowme of our own people who grow
stock in the Northern districts of this colony.
The hon. wmewber for Albany says ke will do

Taking the -

present Government. Well, he is the only
member on the Opposition side we have heard
38y 80, ’

Mgp. Leaxg: But ail tha others think it.

Tueg COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): I do not think the
hon. member paye a high compliment to his
own side, if he says all the other members
think so but have not the cournge to say it
One would expect that if the hon. member is
going to do what he says he will do, he should
give some suhstantial reasons; but we are at a
logs to discover them. As he hasnot explained
the reasons, it is hard to understand why he
has this barning zeal to get rid of the present
Governticnt, I Qo not kmow whether it is be-
cause the railways arc paying so well; or
becnuse the settlement of the land is going on
very nicely indeed, a considorable increase
hnving taken place in the past year; or whether
it is becanse the Government are endeuvoring
to reduce taxution, or becuuse they are Luild-
ing the cheapest railways in the world. Oris
it because the British capitalists aro quite pre-
pured to zive £119 for each £LIL0O worth of our
bonds? Some of these reasons wmight perhaps
suffice. Oris it becunse the Miniatry hove not
“shunted” the Commissioner of Railwuys?

Mg. LEagE : That is one reason.

Tre COMMISSIONKER OF CRO'WN LANDS
({Hou.A ¥, Richardson): Asthehon, theMinister
for Railways hus told ue, and is, 1 believe, pre-
pared to prove his figures, that his administra-
Lion of the railways hus resulied in their now
paying ae well as uny Government railways in
the other colonies;also that the railwaysin
this colony have been, and are buing, construct-
¢d in the cheapest possible manner, and are
being worked ot nprofit. In these circum-
gtonces, we are ut a loss to account for the
hon. member’s reasons. Perhaps one reason is
that the Govermmnent have nominated some
delegates to the Federal Council who did not
meet with his approval. Or isit after all,
iecanse the Government have imported some
blue stone or freestone for the corners of vhe
new Post Office ut Albany? We do expect—in
any hon. member who poses here us a statesman
whether as the possible leuder of n Govern-
went or as an iinportant member of a possible
Ministry—sowmething more than ecither wilty
sayings or pleasantries. We expect him to
deu]l with public quostions in o statesmanlike
manner, and to show some capacity for
dealing with public affairs, 1f what he has
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given us on this tariff question, as to his
notion of reducing taxation, is to be taken as
asample, [ do not kmow where he will be
when he becomes Colonial Treasursr, and has
to deal with the finances of the colony,

Me. SivpeoN : He won’t Le over there—that
ie a certainty.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, K. Richardson): I do maintain that,
notwithstanding all that hze been said as to
the directions in which the Government pro-
pose to reduce taxation in the Customs Duties
Repoal Bill, those directions are the bes: they
could take—that is to reduce the duties om
those articles that are necessaries of life.
Sowe hon. members wanted to reduce the duty
on live meat, thus running agaiost the in-
dustry of another imporfant section of the
community. [Mr. Moran: Take it off tinned
meat.] But, in reducing the Customs revenue,
we must stop somewhere, If the general con-
sumers can, by these reductions, snve 6d. or 1s.
a weck on one necessary article or on nnother,
is not that saving a gain of 6d. or 1s. to a con-
sumer, and does it not come to the same thing
as if it were a saving of so much on
tinned mecat or on some other article
that is subject to taxation? Hon. mem-
bers must allow that we cannot take
the duties off everyéhing ; because, if that is
to be done, hon. members will perhaps tall us
where we nre to get the mnecessary revenue.
'I'nere must be a limit to the relief from taxo-
tion. If the reductions now proposed by the
Government will, a8 we estimate they will,
cause a loss of probakly £50,000 to the revenue
for the year, we eny that nmount of loss is as
much as our revenue cam afford. And, in
making these reductions, it is surely wise to
try and save this amount of taxation to those
people who are the most ill-paid and the poor-
est portion of the community. I maintain
there are no wrticles of general comsmuption
that affect the population in general,
more than the articles we have named—the
duty on tea and sugar, on Lerosene, on
blankets, and such things. Furthermore, I
think a good deal of coriticism has been
levelled against sugar, because. a8 some hon,
members say, this remission will put some-
thing into the pockets of brewers, I cannot
understand the argumrent that, because one
or two companies, or becanse one or two
industries, may happen to get a benefit and
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thing to reduce the duty on that article.
It is a moch broader argmment to say that, it
you put a little saving on certain necessarvies
of life inko the pockets of 80,000 people, you
shonld not be deterred from doing this merely
because one effect may be that you thereby
put semething into the pockets of a few share-
kolders or manufacturers, in Perth or else-
where. I maintain that, in taking the duty
off augar, the Government had an aye to help-
ing an important industry. [An Hon. Men-
BER: Brewers.] No; not the hrewers—they
are flonrishing already—I wmean the jam-
making industry. I believe this will soon ba a
great fruit.growing country. Ibelieve we have
the best position of any of the great fruit-
growing countries in the world, and that the
time is not far distant when we will have to
find other than local markets for our fruits,
I do not think there is any other industry so
important as the jam and {ruit-producing
industry will be ; and every gentleman I
have spoken to, wha has any knowledge of
these things, Fas told me that, so long ar we
have a high duty on sugar, it will be impos-
gible for us to compete against the jam
imported from other colonies. If you
can, in doing this, give protection
to a very important industry, it ia
a good stroke of policy, and I think we
can cballenge criticiem on that head. Am-
other importont article is kerozene. Wenll
know that one of the worst things affecting
the gold-producing industry is the want of
fuel, On the Northern fields that diffienlty
will have to be faced very shortly, and the
want of fuel as & motive power for batterics is
likely to interfere considerably with the pro-
fits of the mines, so that there must be a resort
t0 other fuel very soon. There is no better
assistance we con render to the miners, when
fuel is genrce, than to take the duty off kero-
scne.  Yet we are told we are deing nothing
for the miners. It is said we have not taken
the dufy off tinned meat, or clothing, or any-
thing in favor of the miners, and yet we have
proposed to take the duty off their tea and
suger, off their blankets, and, above all, off
kerosene, which will form a most important
factor in the profits of onr mines.

Me. Smpsor : It is for the Agricultural
Bureau you take the duty off kerosene.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A. R. Richardeon) : I eay this tariff

make u little money out of a particular re- ' does very minutely study the miners’ in-
daction in the tariff, theretore it i3 a bad | terest,
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Me. InLivaworTH: If we get the Collie
coal, we shall not want kergsene,

TeE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. B. Richardson): Ttis all very well
to talk of the Collie coal, and I hope it will be
u very important industry ; but if you have to
carry coal over long distances, and perhaps
take it part of the way by shipload, with
several handlings between the pit and the
goldfield, I do not know what kind of fnel
it will be when delivered at the mines or
other places. But kerosene can be carried
hundreds of miles iz a convenient manner. I
join in tendering my $hanks to hon. members
for the very kind way in which they have re-
ceived His Excellency’s Speech, and I con-
gratulate the country upon the unparalleled
proeperity which prevails at the present time.
It has been said we should help the gold-
mining industry “ecauee the prosperity of the
colony depends on it--as if there was no other
induatry going on but mining! Wall, I can
show, from my place as Commissioner of
Lands, that the settlement of the land is also
geingon in a most satisfactory mannér, and
no doubt the day will come when the settle-
ment of the land will be a very important por-
tion of the policy of any Governwent.
When the Premier introduced the Home.
steads Bill, to give free blocks
of land on conditions of occupation
and improvement, he was told pretty frequent-
1y that the Bill would have no effect ; but { am
pleased to be able to say now that the Home-
steads Act is proving a greab success, and that
there are nearly 20,000 acres at present oec-
cupied by free homestead blockers, which
means & very large addition to our seftled
agricultural population, and to our town popu-
lation, becanse no person can take more than
160 acres under the Act, and some have taken
less. So the House will understand that, as
wall a8 our mining going on as an important
industry, with it the gettlement of land is pro-
cecding space.

Mg. SIMPSON: I aw surs it will searcely
heanticipated thatI shallstark away by congra-
tulating the Minigtry—later on I may do so.
but I am not eure—but I will state this, that
in anything I have to sey, I do not for a
moment impeach the integrity or the bhigh
character of the gentlemen who compose that
Ministry. Anything T have to say will refer
gimply to their political judgment and their
administration of the public departments,
and, in dealing with public matters, T do not
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refer to individual officers in the departments.
When I speak on public questions here, T
speak to the responsible head of the particular
department—with his officers T have nothing
whatever to do. He is responsible for the
actions of his officers, and a8 a Cabinet Minis-
ter he lakes the full responsibility of his de-
partment. I do not purpose wading through
the 26 verses of this long chapter that has
been submitted to us. It is a long recapitula-
tion of everything that wus known already.
1t fails to record anything that is not known,
and that is an astounding feature in the offi-
cial gospel. One wculd have thought that, if
these numerous paragraphs did not refer to
mistakes that are known to bave been made,
they would bave referred to some of the
migtakes that are not known to have
occurred. [THE COMMIBBIONER oOF CROWN
Lawnpe: Phere are none.] The hon. the Com-
misgioner of Crown Lands rewarks that there
are none ; and, if that be so, I shall be glad if
the observations I have to muake in that direc-
tion can be confuted. I de not think it is oub
of order, in connection with speeches on the
Address-in-Reply, to refer to the composition
of the Miniatry. We have atill, at its head, the
Premier, growing grey in the service of the
colony and a credit to the ecountry. We have
still in position the Attorney-General, a wan
whose name and whose ability carry
regpect  throughout the land. And we
have still the Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works, to whom I shall
refer later on. 'We have the member for the
De Gray just returned by the electors, un-
opposed, as Commissioner of Crown Lands; a
wan who, [ am sure, 8o far as integrity of
purpose goes, will do his best to promote the
seitlement and opening up of thia country.
In another place, also, the country has pow
the advantage of the services of cme of the
most capable public men in this colony. Iu
the composition of the Ministry I believe Her
Majesty’'s Opposition hne had a great
deal to do with itse present form. I
believe it was the Opposition that secured to
this country the gervices of the present Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, and undoubtedly
sncceeded in securing to the service of this
country the great ability of the Minister for
Mines and Education in  anrother plece.
There were incidents in connection with
those tecent appoinimenis which called for
considerable comment from the public during
the recess. There was some very interesiing
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correspondence—not only interesting but per-
haps slightly irritating to those immediately
concerned. We had angry letters from the
Premier, and we had digpified hut carefully
restrained epistles from the gentleman who
thought it was in conformity with the dignity
of his position that he should retire from the
office of Colonial Secvetary and leader of the
Upper House, when he found he had not been
consulted us to the delegates from thie colony
who were to proceed to the meeting of the
Federal Council of Australin. The course
adopted by the hon. gentleman who retired,
under, those circumstances, had the approval
of the country. It was dignitied; it was
consonuant with the respect we have for
the Uppor Chamber ; and it seemed
to indicate a little of those high-handed
proceedings on the part of the Premier
which have, tosome extent, smirched hisreputi-
tion us a political leader in this great country;
and in connuction with the composition, we
may say the reconstruction, of the Ministry, it
19 agingvlar thing that we find the leader of the
Legislative Council of this countyy is the fifth
Minister, the junior Minister in fthe Cabinet.
That is the position the leader of the Legisla.
tive Council takes to-duy, before the eyes of
the people—that this lender of the Council
is the junior member of the Ministry,
and that this junior wewber i en-
trnsted  with perhaps the three most
iwportant departments—the mining industry,
the post and telegraphs, and that greatdepart-
ment, the Education department. However,
I suppose we way charitably say these are
evcentricities of the leader of the Government.
The Speech of His Excullency, which has been
submitted to us, indieates that a Bill will he
submitted to this Assembly in connection with
the Ecclesiastical Grant. I had a good deal
to do—1I had the honor Lo have o good deal to
do—with the bringing forward of a resolution
oo this ¢uestion in the lucst session, and was
very cordially supported in my efforts to
secure the abolition of that grant.
But, if T know the tone of this House, and the
opinion of this country, it is the exact and
positive desire that this House and the Par-
liament of this country shall dea) in no nig-
gard gpirit with those institutions which have
been in receipt of this grant. Most certainly
if I err in the use of my voice or my vote in
connection with that matter, it will be de-
cidedly on the side of liberality. Allusion has
been nude Lo the Agricultural Bank. I have
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always looked upon that institution as o sort
of “Aunt Sally,” to be shied at by the ancient
cockey who will not work. It had, however,
one snving feature, and that was the appoint-
went, ag mannger, of the gentleman who
then represented the Murray in this Assembly.
T think I had the honor of first suggesting
that gent.ewan’s name to the Premer, in
connection with that appointment, and I do
say that, though I have never had wucn bhope
abont the success of that institution, I have
great faith in the man who is its manager.
The Electornl Act bas been roferced to by the
wmember for Yilgarn and others, and I
do say that when a man realises the position
of an electorin this country, and the hindrances
that are needlessly placed in the way of
exercising his vote, it is a great and crying
shame on this country ; it is a stigma attached
to every member of this House, that this thing
Isnot blotted out of existence immedintely,and
that every man whocontributes to therevenue,
and oheye Jaw und order has not free and easy
access to the right of voting for the represen-
tatives'of the people. The greut question of
federntion, we have been informed in various
places, is in the nir.  We are told there is a
lion in the path, and that this lion is the tariff
question.  Is that lion to grow into a mouse
by waiting ? Has the appeurance of that lion
frightened the men who were put forward to
bring about this great consumwation ? Will
our opportunilies of beeoming a great, undi-
vided nation, grow greater or grow less by
waiting ? I tel) the Premier, who sits there
with his accumulated honors, that there was
never a nobler opportunity than at present to
him now, to stup to the front and be the
* Peter the Herwit” of thizs great crusade—to
go to the people of this country and say, =1
will take this question to the front, and make
it the question of the dey.” Weknow he has
honesty, and we know he has the ability, todo
this great work. Referring to the reports of
proceedings of that Asgsembly of great men,
the Federal Council of Australia, I do not
know that [ ever dropped on a mors apk
spesch than that delivered by the Pre-
sident, who suid :—[Eziract not supplied.]
S4hall we, on this Western fringe of the con-
tinent, furnish the part which will not work
mte the great agreement, the federation of
Australia, because we say there is a lion in the
puth? Shall we turn tail and ron awsy? Or
shall we say, “ We will face thislion ?” There
is no lion when you come to look at it. Itis
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a mouse. Itis o petty, little thing to say,
“We will stop our neighhors’ products from
coming within our borders, for fear they
should compete against our local products.” 1
gy, can wo not, as men jnspired with the
higher instinets of Australinn patriotisw, fnce
this question and sottle it? [ heard one hon.
wember to-night say he enjoyed calm—a man
whom I have the honor to look upon as a
personul friend. Mr. Speaker, I think we have
had nearly enough culm in Western Australia
—we have had about 60 ycars of it—and now
there is beginning to be o little rustle on the
water. There is a story in the good old Book
which suys that when the waters are disturbed
they yield healing powers. [ think that, in
this cose, this colony has had enough
stagount culm, and that the time bas
come to try what healing powers the waters
will yield when dissurbed. ‘l'hen we come to
the question of the tariff, and really I nust
gay, upart from my personal respect for the
Prewier, I never knew any stateswan in Aus-
tralia 8o entirely back down from his position
a8 the Premicr has done since the Tarif Act
was passed two years pgo. Do you know, Sir,
that by a singular coincidence, they (the
Ministry) smnggled away the Attorney-
Genernl Lo the North-West, with “hay fever,”
while they got then Tariff Bill of two years
ngo carried through Parlinment. The Premier
szid then,” We connot de¢ without revenne,”
and in order to get il out of Custorss duties
they smnpggled the Attorney-Generul away up
there. Now they have got him back, and they
must huve revenne. I can see the Premier
ig o little frightencd, and a little bit cowed, so
that he does not know which to do. The
Government now say they will take something
off kerosene. T tried in this House to get that
duty reduced, and wo did manage at length to
get it down to 4id. n gullon. Tt is said they
now intend to take the duty off kercsene in the
intereats of (he miners. I should strongly
urge the hon. member who holds that opinion
to invest bis dollars in mangel-wurzals down
South, ruther than put thew into miines that wre
going tobe run by kerosene engines. He
suys this reduction will be 4id. a gallon
presented to the miners.  [6 is nothing of the
sort. Tt is in the interest of vine and fruit-
growers that kerosene is reduced, because it is
largely used in clearing their gardens from
pests und codlin moths. In connection with
all the congratulations that have been pre-
~euted to the Ministry, lhe word “resumption”

[3 JoLy, 1895.]

Address-in-Reply. 153
wag mentioned by some hon. member, I am
sure it was not the member for Sussex, be-

cavse if there is ope porticular question om
which he likes to keep quiet, it is that of land
resumption. I don't think it was the member
for Bunbury (the Premier) who mentioned it.
But I believe that, behind this guestion of re-
sumption there is o grave and big matter for
inguiry. I have learnt, iocidentally, that the
Government did not produce aringle witness
in the resumption arbitrations at the Vasse
Those claimants whe wanted more for their
lapd than the Railway Department had
offercd, did produce evidence vn the guestion
of value, but [ aw infurmed the Government
did pot offer u single witness in support of
their valuations.

Mg. A, ForgesT: They should not have
wanted it.

Mg, SIMLESON: I awm ulso informed there
is & matter in connection with Bunbury that
took place about the time of the general
election, which is worth looking imto. If it
would occur to a Select Committee to cull for
all the correspondence of every nature—that
in the Lands office, that in the Attorney-
General's OQffice, and thut it the Premier’s
Office—if they would cull for all the inform-
atien and all the correspondence relating to
this watter, I believe the iuquiry would yield
some very viluable information to the peuple
of this country.

‘I'ne PrEmieg: Call for it and get it.

Mg, SIMPSON: I am sure the Prewdier
agrees with me that it would yield sowe
valuable information as to how resumytions
are wmunaged.

Tup Commssioner or CRown Lanps: Call
for it.

Mg. SIMPSON: Very well, I will, and then
we shall see where we are. You won't like it
80 much when you get it. 'nen we come back
to the Works and Railways Deportment, and
we have been told in this debate, by the At-
torney-General and by the Comwmissioner of
Railwaye, that they are highly gratified at the
kind way in which these suggestions of the
Ministry, and the way in which the 26 verses
of this official chapter, have been received.
But coming now te the stern fucts in connec-
tivn with the Works and Railways, we are told
the railways of the colony are paying interest
on the cost of construction, also the sinking
fund and the working expenses. I am not
prepared, at present, to give my adberence
to the principle that the sinking fund in con-
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nection with our railways should be a charge
on them. We conetruct them, and when
we go away to that higher place we leave
them clear; and I am not sure that a
sinking fund is a legitimate charge on
railways. I have no intention of impugn-
ing the word of the Comuissioner of Rail-
ways, but I do pot believe that, in a colony
with our population, such is the case,
unless it is accomplished by u system of black
wuil, puch as rules in the tariff rates on goods
and passengels carried over the goldfields line
to Southern Croes. I do not think there isa
railway in the colony that pays expenses, if
¥ou eliminate the goldficlds traffic. There ia
not another railway in Australia that hos ever
done it. New South Wales, with a population
of over a million, hus not been able to make
its railweys pay all these charges, whereas we
have u population of 80,000, and we have s
larger mileage per unit of population than
New South Wales.

Tur Commissonen o8 CROWN Lanvs: What
did their railways cost per mile for construc-
tion ?

Mz. SIMPSON : Some of them cost £15,000
amile. AllI have to say, in connection with
this matter, is that I have facts in my pos-
seasion which will Iurgely do away with this
idea of extreme satisfaction in copnection
with the Railwaye and Works Departmnent.
There are too or three things I should like to
mention to hon. members—little incidents
which will indicate how matters go on in the
‘Works and Railways Department, because we
have always been told that u feather oralittle
thistledown thrown on the wind will indicate
the direction jn which it is blow-
ing, a8 a straw on a stream shows
how the water is running. Some time
ago there was a contractor—a hard-working,
decent, stendy, respectable man, who was try-
ing, like most of us, to make a pound do thirty
shillings’ worth of work, He was a great
believer in Mr. Illingworth and Mr. Traylen—
he was a teetotaller. This contractor hnd oc-
casion to see his banker, and he arranged for
an overdraft of £300, explaining that be had
gent in certificates to the Works and Railway
Department, and the money due to him from
them would Le payahle on the 10th of the next
month. This was arranged in Decenber. But
when the 10th of January cawe, the morey
wad not paid by the Department; and
50 that econtractor—a good wman, whe is re-
spected by those acquainted with him—was
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pleced in a serious dificulty. Hon. membera
will be surprised to fearn that, upen inquiry,
the explanation was nscertained to be that in
the precious Works Office, in conseyuenca of
the Christmas and New Year holidays, pay
day kad been put off from the 10th January
to the 23rd! That is an absolute fact. I do
not know of uny banking institution, or any
big muanufacturing company, or any large
commercial cuncern, that puts off ita pay day
in coosequence of Christmas festivities or
Now Year holidays. ButT suppose tite Works
Department is above ordinary commercial
rules, although we are informed the rail-
WaYS are run oD exact commercial prin-
ciples. ‘Then we bave to go further inte
the doings of this great department. Last
year, in solemn conclave, the representatives
of the people eat here and presed & Loan Bill
providing for the construction of the Cool-
gardie and Cue railways. We thought tha,
having made mistakea in the past, and the Gov-
ernment having expended about £50,000 in an
extraordinary way which they could not ex-
plain, wa would take care this time that the
amounts scheduled in the Bill should cover the
entire cost of comstruction, including the
rolling stock, puechase of plates, and neces-
sury detai’s. Well, do you know that at that
date, when we passed this Loan Bill, and these
specific items, the Commissioner of Railways
bad never asked as to the rolling stock re-
quired for enabling the traffic to be carried
over these new railwaye ; but on the 4th of
January, after we had passed them, it was
deemed advisable to make inquiry as to what
rolling stock would be required, and it was
then found that £112,000 worth of rolling
stock wounld be required to carry the traffic to
Coolgardie and to Cue. Well, the result wae
that the officer who has to carry out the traffic
was informed there was only £27,000 available
for the required rolling stock which was to
cost £112.000. That was the kiad of eatimate
onwhich thizs Houee wasasked to votethemoney
for these works, We will go a litHl : further,
Time after time we have been aesured by the
Commissioner of Railwayanato thesafety of the
public, travelling on the railway between Fre-
mantle and Perth. I say there is evidence
within the Department mow that the people
{ravelling over that railway are in extreme
danger. It ieon record in the Works Office,
and the Commissioner has known of it for
wonths—he has had minutes from the General
T'rafic Manager—io the effect that the public
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are travelling ir. extreme danger. ‘Those
minutes have remained onanswered. I say
this Works and Hailwaye Department ina huge
octopua; that with its tentacles is dragging
in other departments, and bringing down the
fair fame of this as a progressive colony; and
if the Premier won’t face the question, but
will go on carrying that department and that
wenk Minister on his back—that ponderouns,
pompons inanity whick resides there—the
pecple of thia conntry had better turn this
Ministry out. It has been said, on this (the
Opposition} gide, that we do not want nifice
and do not want to turn the Ministry out.
1 eny that when I find aoything wrong, 1
will, a5 o public wan, do my best to turn
the Ministry out. Allusion has been made
to the majority in this House. I Enow
the Government whip feela prond when he
thinks of his solid 17. 1 know some of them,
and I know theso men have the interests of
the country as truly at beart ag I have. I
know the facte are smothered up and hidden
from them. If those members nnly knew the
facts, they wounld revolt, and would aay
" Our personal respect you have, but
as politicnl administrators you are the
most deadly failures we ever knew,"”
Now, 8Sir, the Government Whip will say you
way talk as you like, but we have seventeen
solid bite of jarrah, that will vcte right, because
the hon. member for West Kimberley is a
great believer in jarrsh. He knows its merits,
and he knows something of the profits thatare
made out of it.

AN Hown, Meuprr : Theinsects don’t affect
it.

Mg. SIMPSON: I do not know that, I have
heard of its getting the dry rot, through being
too long in one pesition. T do say this Sir,
in conneetion with this matter, it is time the
pecple began to ask for something more than
mere personal respech, it is time they de-
manded integrity. It is time they began to
look into the details of the various offices, I
have spoken beforo on this matter, and I think
it o matter that might very properly be re-
ferred to a salect committee to look into the
affaire of the railwny department. I say
there are minuntes in Minister's offices re-
quiring answers, absolutely necessary to ensuare
the safety of the travelling public,and economy
in management, and yet answers cannot be
obtained to these minutes. Xn the works
departuient there are hnge affairs to be ad-
winistered, on which the progress of the colony
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depends, and yet there is the most absolute
disregned of these things, indeed the works
department has grown to such a position that
it can flout Parliamentsry opinion whenever
it likes, but I will not trespass further.

Mg, ForeksT: Hear, Hear.

M=, SIMPSON : The hon. member for West
Kimherleysays Hear, Hear, hewould have liked
tohave eaid it when I began. 'The hurning
question of to-day in this colony is not that
of the removal of the Government workshops,
it is & question from which many hon. mem-
bers want to wriggle away, the Premier him-
self would like to do n lot of wriggling but his
form will scarcely adwmit it, the burning gques-
tion is the Education question.

Mg. ConNor: No it has burned out.

M. SIMPSON : We will fightit outin this
House this session, the Govermment dare not
go to the country on it, the voice of the
country has decided it. I can remember two
seats over there which used to be occupied by
men whom I reapected, but their positions are
beld by twe hon. members who sit on this side
of the House. The last two appenls made to
the country during the last recess have de-
cided that the great srnd burning question is
the Eduacation question. I do notcongratulate
the Government on their administration, nor
on the Speech they have presented to wus, for
it ia n chapter of mere platitudes, neither do I
congratulate them u:on the way they are
carrying on affairs now. 1T think this country
would have gone ahend just ag well if the pre-
sent or permanent heads of departments had
been there, and the colony had not been cursed
with the vast ability of the Forrest Ministry.

Me. CLARKSON . 8ir, I feel rather reluc-
tant to add to the length of this already too
long debate on the Address-in-Reply. It must
surely appear to an onlooker not connected
wibh this Asse:Lbly as o great wasto of time,
particularly when, na one hon. member who
site on the opposite side of the House, says
‘there is nothing in the Governor’s Speech, and
yet the debate of this particular Speech has
lasted over n week, Hon. membera on this
side of the Huaes have not ocecupied much time
in saying what they had to say. Personally I
am not prepared to say there is very much in
it, but I do think there is n good deal that is
satisfactory about it. I do not intend to deal
with the whole of the Speech, but would like
to make o few remarks upon some of the mat-
ters there referred to. I believe we shall be
talking about federation, or thoze who come



158 Address-in-Reply,

after us will be talking sbont federation for
the next 50 years. I do not believe it will be
an accomplished fact at that tinie. The Agri-
cultural Bank will not, in my opinien, answer
the purpose for which it was created, the
amount of money which & man can obtain will
not be sufficient to assist him to any extent on
afarm. My remarks shall be very bricf he-
cause the various items in the Speech will
come before us in another form, and we shall
have nn opportunity of discussing them then.
[ think the time rather inopportunc to pro-
puse reductions in the tariff, becaunse when
everything is flourishing no one feels
the pressive, and T do mnot sec why
the duties should not be continued ; I ghall
certninly oppose any reductions in the tariff.
[ am very pleased to see it is proposed to
lower the railway rates, for if this c'olony is to
progress, if these agricultural railways are to
be n success, they must carry the products of
the farmer at as low & rate as possible. In
spenking upon this matter T must say there
is n very general feeling throughout the
colony that the railway department, is not
carried on in the manner it should be. 1T
am mnot prepared to say whose fault it is,
thomgh I have heard it stated that it was
the fault of the hend of the departwent; 1
believe there is » Civil Service Commiszion
gitting, and it is probable that will throw some
light: upon it, nnd I think it wise to wait for
the report of that Commission. The removal
of the Government Workshops ia engaging a
good dend of attention nt the present time.
The hon. members for Nannine and Fremantle
both tell us they know better sites than the
Midland Junction, all I have to say is this, T
shnll be more inclined to accept the opinion of
the Engineer-in-Chief than that of either of
those hon. members, T do not profess to know
anything about these matiers, but when the
time comes I think it most likely I shall sup-
port the Midland Junction because if is the
junction of the three lines of the colony, the
northern, the enstern and the southern. I
considar that the hon. member for Nannine's
cemarks, as to all the materials required hav-
ing to go through the city is nonsense, but as
the hon. member for Sussex knocked that on
the head I need not refer to it uny further, or
T could show that some of that material might
possibly come fromn the eastward or northern
or soulthern paris of the colony. The hon.
wnember for Nannine talked a good deal abont
the proposed alteration in the Electoral Act.
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I thiok it is quite unnecessary to make any
alterations, all this talk about the alteration
of the Act is mere bunkum, As to the Stoek
Tax T do not believe it makes a bit of differ-
ence in the price of meat in this colony.

Me. funingworTH: Take it off then £4000.

Mr. CLARKSON : 1t adds to the revenue,
we have heen importing a lot of stock lately,
and while we furnish a market for stock
owners in the other colopies, | consider we
ought to derive some henefit. I suppose it

“will be considered that T am speaking ns one

of that solid majority of 18, to which the hon.
member for Napnine referred, well, I hope the
yresent Governmentwill long continue tohave
a solid majority, for I consider it will be in the
interests of the colony if it should be the case.
I would like to tell that hon. member that al-
though he puts me down as one of that solid
majority of voters, yet I am just asfree to vote
a8 my conscience dictates, as any other hon.
membor. Although I sit on this side the
House. I do not intend fo prolong this debnte,
for I consider there has heen a great deal of
time wasted in discussing matters which will
come before us in another form.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir.J. Forrest) : First
of all Sir, I shonidlike to thank hon. members on
this side and the other side of theHouse, for the
reception they have generally given to His
Excellency’s Speech. We have heard during
the last few days a considerable amount of
eriticiam, and yet we cannot but be pleased
that the Governor's Speech has been so well
discussed as it has been at the heginning of
this session. I cannot agree with those who
think we have wasted the time, because it will
save n good deal of discussion, and a lot of
valuable time during the session,—far more,
1 think, than it has occupied now. I quite
admit that in this Speech there ia a great deal
which was not unkoown to hon. members, A
considerable number of the earlier paragraphs
are a resumé of what had taken place during
the past year, or during the recess, To that
some hon. members have taken exception. [t
would have been very ensy for the Govern-
ment to have left out of the Speech all refer-
ence to what had been done during the re-
cesa ; they could easily have composed it of
just o few paragraphs as to what they pro-
posed for the future. [ am aware that that is
the custom in older countries, and in the
mother country, with regard to the Queen’s
Speech, but it ia not the custom in any of
the Australian colonies. In nll these colonies
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it ia eustomary for the Governor’s Speech to
be of considerable length, and to go into de.
tails of what is proposed for futore considerva-
tion, ns well na to refer to what has been done
during recess. It is true, as I said just now,
that o good many of the paragraphs at the
beginning of the Speech relale to things that
have been done, or are being done. I alto-
gether join izgane with those who say rthere is
not much information in the Speech with
reference to proposals for the future. I de
not suppose it was expected that there would
he 8o many projects in the Speech this session
as there were last, hecause then we were he-
ginning a new Parlianment, with an entirely
new programme of public works, and although
at that time the chief features had bren dis-
closed in Miniaterial speeches in the country,
atill thers wna probably mora novelty then,
than in the Speech before us now. 'I'he
Government do not claim any undue ecredit
for themselves, and I am glad thut no word
has beeu soid in this debate suggesting they
have done so, nor for anything they had
done, or proposed to do in the future. We
have taken our stand, nnd we iake it here to-
night, upen what we have done, nnd what we
prupose to do. Hon. members should realise,
and especially those hon. members opposite
who have criticised us moat, that we nre not
on these Benches by any virtue of our own, but
gimply and solely becanse we possess the e¢on-
fidence of the hon. members of the House.
We ait here by no other right, and if hon.
members are not satisfied with the way the
business of the country is earried onm, they
have the remedy in their own hands. It has
been said Ly one or two hon. members
that the wmembers of the Government
are unpopular in the country, and when
asked where, thoy vreplied everywhere.

It wmay be so, but I think not; T have’

had no evidence of it, and I do not believe it.
1f we were unpopular in the country, we
shonld wost probably be unpopular among
the representatives of the country, in this
House und I think it is foolish, to say the
least of it, for anyone to sny we are unpopular
in the country while we retain the confidence
of this House. You may say what you like,
but the conunbry is here, represented by mem.
bers Erom the various constituencies, and dur-
ing Lhis debate there has heen no . ood reason
given for any such accusation, ns that we havy
not the confidence of the people of the country.
TIam glad, that asa Government, we have a
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very good tale t. tell. We have a revenue of
over a million, more than £100,000 over a
million, The revenne of this conntry is eleven
hundred odd thousands of pounds, nnd we
shall have & halunce in hand—I cannot
say exactly, hecause the acconnts are
not yet before me—but we shall cer-
tainly have a bulance of over aquarter of
a million, and I shall not be surprised if we
huve a halance of £300.000,

Me. IvLivaworTs: ‘| hen thereis no need to
borrow more money.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir John Forrest) : We
have been nble to say with authority that the
revenue from the railways this year will oot
only pay working expenees, but will also pay
interest and sinking fund on the capital ox-
pended in their construction. We did not put
those worda into the Governor’s Speech with-
out anthority. Theinformation was supplied
by those responsible for the railway accounts.
‘We propose toreduce taxation. A good deal
has been said about that proposal, perhaps
more than was necessary to be said at the pre-
sent time, seeing the Bill is on the table of the
House now, and other opportunities will
be afforded to discuss the mafter. The
Government desire to reduce faxation, but
when there were 8o many dewmands for
expenditure wll aver the colony, we had to ¢on-
sider the question how far we could reduce
taxation, consistently with the cxpenditure
that must he undertaken on public works all
over the colony. We are glad to say the
public works of the colony are progressimg.
The railway to Coclgardie has been let at a
low rate, and I huve no doubt the railway to
Cue will be let at o reasonable price. We are
able to tell of prosperous goldfields, and in-
creased population; and, altheugh some may
question it, we have a well-to-do and contented
people all over this colony. The only hon.
inember who, a8 far as I could judge, renlly
wished to be severe uponthe Governmont—and
1listened to the debate very attentively—was
the hon. member for Albany. I do not know
why, but he secems to have set himself to work
in o way that I think is scareely justifiable,
Ha is going to turn the Governmentout. He
has given us fairnotico ;but if I way moke
a remark abous the hon. memberfor Albany,
and the hon. member who sits alongside of him
(alr. Simpson), it iz that they will have to wait
s long time hefure they can de it. They have
not won their spurs in this country yet, and
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the country ie not preparad to frust themn
with the management of public affairs.

Mz. Simeson: What about the last two
elections ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Foriest) : I say
the time has pot come when it would be safe
to trust those hon. members with the manage-
ment of the public affairs of this colony. The
hon, member for Albuny went on to tatk about
finance, and to give the Government advice
on that point, yet I never knew that that hon.
member was famous us o financier.

Mz, Leaxg: This life is fall of little sur-
priaes.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I do
notthink I need discuss the point us to whether
the hon. member for Albany is an authority
on finance any further, It is a curious thing
that the two hon. memhers who criticised
the Government most severely should he
the hon, members for Albany and Last
Perth, yet the onesaid we were unpopular
in the country, and tho other said we had the
confidence of the pecple. 1 should say that
the hon. mewber for Knat Perth was more
correct in his remark ; butI would advise those
two hon. members to consult together o little
more, and not tu express views so absolutely
opposed to each other. ‘The hon. membera for
Albany and Geraldton sought to attack the
Government by referring to what they termed
digsensions in the Cabinet.

Mz, Stmreeon : Hear, Hear.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Worrest): All T
can say in reply to that is there never have been
any diseensions in the Cabinet. T have sat in
Cabinet ever since we have had our present
form of government, and there hae never been
an instance of dissension ; whenever Miniaters
have differed in opinion it has always been in
o most friendly and conrteons manner, There
has never been anything but the most cordial
relationship, both politically and otherwise.

Mg, Stueson: What about the minute to
the Minister of Works’ department?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) : ‘Taat
did not give rise to any difference of opinion
at all.

M=, Stupgon: No, the other man swallowed
it

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J.Forrest): The
hon. member for Nanmnine, I think it was,
found fault with the action of the Government
in changing the titles of a number of executive
officea.
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Mrg. LEARE: No: [ am the culprit ugain.

Tue PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest) : T wish
the hon. member had looked up the Constite-
tion Act; for then he would have seep thereis
wothing to hinder the changing of titles
when it is found desirable tn do so. T think
that, inatend of being blamed for doing this,
the Government deserve some consideration
for baving obiained what the House really
desired, pamely a Minister for Mines, without
adding to the expemse of the Executive
Government. We have the same namber
of Ministers—five—and yet have a Minister
of Mines, and a Minister presiding
over the postal and educational departments
as well. Ithink the arrangement is cne that
will work well, and be satisfactory to hon.
members and the whole colony. With re-
ference to ther.s.arks of sowe hon. members,
that the tanfl reductions, as proposed, are not
extensive enough, I wish to say, as I have al-
ready intimaved, we cannot do everything in
that direclion thissession. We have made a
teginuning, ard iu the right divection ; we have
not tried to reduce the amounta on tea, coffec,
augar, kerosene, and other articles named, in
the Bill, but we have siruck them off alto-
gether. Wa have abolished them, and that is
a move in the right direction, and as time goes
ou and the finances of the colony will permit
it, we shall certainly make more reductions in
the same direction ; and all I ask is that hon.
members will not interfere too much with the
financial arrangements of the Government
in this respect. Lot us have another year’s ex-
perience beforegoing moredeeply into this mat-
ter, aseven theseinvolvean amount of probably
£40,000. I do not intend to refer to the ques-
tion of the removal of the workshops from
Fremantie, except for one reason, and thaf is
to reply Lo the remarks of the hon. member
He charged
me with not having kept faith with the people
of Fremantle, and in not having kept my
word. I throw it back at him, and utterlyre-
pudiate the charge. The accusation is en-
tirely unfounded ; there is not one iota of truth
in it. I aw quite willing to allow that he may
have snid what he did with the best of inten-
tion, but he is thoroughly mistaken. AN I
promised is contained in this paragraph taken
from the Duaily News. T said the Govern-
ment would willingly sabmit this question to
the decision of the éeibural which alone could
settie it, viz., the Parliament of the country.
If the depntation wae willing thar this course
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should be adopted why all this trouble, for
everything had to be subordinated to tha
wishes of Parlinment. Parlinment governed
everything, and wasover all. The removal of
the workshops should not take place till Par-
liament had approved of it. A few plans
might be made, but nothing should be done
which would in any way interfere with the
decision of Parlinment when it met. This
was not o question which Ministries were wade
or unmade upon. It wes a very small matter,
Parliament would be asked to approve of
the Government proposal, and i7 hon. mem-
bers, in their wisdom, considered a better site
than the one at Midland Junction waa obtain-
able, no one wonld be more pleased than him-
self, and he would at onee accept their verdiet.
Those were the very words that I used to the
people of Fromantle. T was willing to submit
the whole thing to Parliament, and I maintain
we have kept faith, notwithstanding the dam
that has been built at the Midland Junction
gite aoross an excavation or hole, to give a
water supp(y for the engines, which ‘iz neces-
sary, although outside of the question of
the Railway Workshops. Full inatruc-
tions wers sent to the railway de-
partment, and 1 believe those instruc-
tions have been observed to the let-
ter : and the hon. member for North
Frewantle has no right to say—indeed I will
rnob allow him or any one else to say so without
protesting—thnt T have not kept my word to
the people of Fremantle when they waited
upon me. As I said just now, I do not intend
to deal with the question of the removal of
the Workehops, because another opportunity
will be afforded when we have nll the in-
formation and all the facts before us. 1
cannot ullow this opportunity to pass, how-
ever, without a word in reply to the hon.
membera for the Murray and for North Fre-
mantle in the aspersions they thonght
fit to cast wpon Mr. Allison Smith, T
had a good deal to do with cending the
request to Victoria for the loan of that gentle-
man’s services, and [ do not think it right, I do
not consider members were justified, in.casting
such epitheta at him aa they did. He came
over here at the invitation of the Government,
without any expense in the matter of salary,
for the Government of Victorin paid that,
whilst we only had to pay travelling expenses.
He came here, he carried cut his duties and
went away, and the Goveroment offered him
an honorarium of £100 which he accepted. That
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was all that was paid to him, and it seems to
me to be the greatest diaconrtesy, not only to
him, bui atso to the Government of Victoria,
that hon. members of this House should abuse
him; for it is not criticism, it is abuse. Hae
has been told he was a failure, he waa incom-
petent as an engineer, and things were said
that ought not to have been said, excopt under
great provocation and necessity, but in
this case there was neither. It eeems
to we we have not merely to loock at the
wan himself, but at his report. Let wus
deal with that, and do npotv leb us cast
asperrions npon the character of a gentleman
whose services were lent to the Government at
their own request.

Aw Hon. MemBrr Not the last time.

TuePREMTER (Hen.Sir J. Forrest) : No, not
the laat time, but you have not seen sny report
of the last time, you are dealing with his
report when he came herc at the invitation of
the Government, to report upon & site for the
workshops.

Me. Loton: He was accredited by Victoria.

I'ne PREMIER (Sir Hon.J. Forrest): Yes,he
wng the head of the Locomotive department
there at that time, and we thanked the Govern-
ment of Vietoria for lending us his services.
With regard to the observations of the hon.
wember for Nannine, it seems to me that very
little exception enn be token to them. T do
not think anyone in this House will take any
sevious objection to the way in which he dealt
with the matters he brought forward. Of
course he did a little bit of fault finding. He
iold me I had made a bad estimate
of revenue because I estimated £900,000, and
it proved to be £1,100,000, Iam prepared to
agree that it was not a good estimate ; but it
erred on the right side, and we must remember
in these moving days, it is not 8o eaay to esti-
mate the future as it used to be, and we had
better err, if at all, on the right and safe side.
I shall ba glad if the estimate ] malke thisyear
has an error of the same kind. T will try, at
any rate, not to over estimate. Thereis just
one thing I did not like abount the hon. mem-
ber's criticisw, though I have no doubt he did
not mean it. He scemed almost sorry that the
Government had hnd such o good year. It is
too utterly ridiculous, of course, to think he
was sorry ; but there did seem to wme a
sort of under current, as though he would
bave preferred to have had it otherwise.
T have another little fault to find with
the hon. member. This too wna, no doubt
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quite unintentional, for whem one wants
to make out & good case every available thing
18 brought in. But he doesnot read theSpeech in
the way we read it, for he tells the House the
Government ars opposed to federation. Ido
not think any one could say that by simply
reading the Speech. I have stated or many
public occasions that I am in favour of it, and
look forward to the day when we shall not
simply be one of the group of the colonies, but
when we shall be one great nation. I thinkit
was the hon. member for Geraldton who said,
truly, that the lines which separate us are
imaginary lines on the map. We are all ane
people, sprung from the same race, with the
same traditions, speaking onelanguage, having
one aim, and everything in common. Why
then, should we be separated in the way we are?
I do not consider, however, that we in this
colony should seek to take a leading part
in this great and important question. We
have only had the contrel of our own
affairs for some four years, whilst the
Eastern Colonies have had thirty or forty
years of self-government. Looking at all the
difficulties that beset the question, I do not
think it is for ua to rush in and say we are in
favour of federation, and agk them to federate
with us. Any reasenable man will say we are
oniy just commencing our eareer, and we hope
to follow rather than lead.

Me. Tuuiweworrd: We don't ask you to
lend.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Tt
seems ridiculous to me to think that we, who
have only just been released from the tutelage
of Downing-street, are going to lead the great
colonies of Australin in the matter of federa-
tion. The only reascnable gcourse for ma to
adopt is to wait the lead of the older colonies,
and then join in afterwards. Has not that
been the course pursued in other instances
that we have on record? Was it not so with
British Columbia? It was a considerable
time afterwards thnt they joined the pro-
vinces of Eastern Canadn, and why? Simply
because they were isolated. It i3 8o
with va. We bave no communieation by
land with the other colonies. We might
as well be an island in the ocean a thomsand
miles away. Why then, rush in and take
part with the other colonies that have
millions of inhabitants? Let them arrange
the terms of the contract and we can join
them afterwards, if we choose. I was sorry to
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he was opposed to the establishment of & mint,
wnd T hope he will come round before the Bill
ig introduced to the House.

Mgr. InviveworTH: No,
would not pay.

Tue PREMIER ( Hon. Sir J, Forrest): I
understood the hon. member to say that asa
goldfield representative he would be expected
to support it, but that he conld not. He anid
he beligved that Western Australia had the
largest geldfields in the world, and that being
s0, I hope hon. members will not object to the
expenditure for eatablishing a mint in thia
colony. There is another gmestion which I
have much at heart, viz., the Bridgetown
Railway, which the hon. member waa opposed
to for n curions reason, that it was not viewed
favourably in another place.

Mr. ILuingworTH: I am sure the Hon. tha
Premier does not mean to misrepresent me,
What I did object to was that the Miniatry
had taken steps during the recess which were
calculnted to irritate members in another
place.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Alll
have to say is that the money was provided,and
this House wnspromised that thesurveys should
go on during the recess, and we have done no
more than we promised. With regard to pro-
vision for the railway, there was some £15,000
apon the loan estimates, which the Govern-
ment were charged in another place with try-
ing to get by a trick, by gotting the rils
otdered, soas to put the other Honse in such a
position that they conld not refuse the Bill
when it came aleng. That waa not the intention
of the Government. When it was pointed
ont how some members of the Upper House
viewed our action, we arranged that not ope
single penny should be spent until the other
House had approved of the Bill for the
construction of the line, and not ome single
penny has been spent, and we have no in-
‘tention that it shall be, although we have had
the opportunity of baying the mils in a very
cheap market., The next hon. member to
whom I want to say a few words in reply, is
the hon. member for East Perth, who made a
long speech. If hon. memhers will take the
trouble to turn up Hansard for last year, and
read the speech which the hon. member for
East Perth made at that time, they will find
it is the same speech ; exactly the same ideas
were expressed Iast year bhat he has expressed
this yvear. At any rate, the hon. member
seems to lave some consistency in regard to

po. I snid it
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the views he cxpresses. [ am afraid, though,
it will be a long time before the people of this
colony will follow him in his ideas. There is
one thing about him I do not like, and it is
hie arrogance, his dictatorialness, as if he
were some Sir Oracle, who had had large
experience all over the world, and waa
In & position, to tell us exactly what to do. It
is the eame now az when he first ontered
the House. I remnember whenI first entered
this House I was exceedingly mervons and
reticent. Not so the hon. mewber for East
Perth, for nearly the fivat word he used was
“ disgust.” He was disgusted with the Govern-
ment, and disgusted with everything clee. He
tells ue the tariff revision is not in the interest
of the working man ; if it is not, then I do not
know in whose interest it is, It is for every-
ome, Therc is not a single person in this
colony who does not use ten and sugar,
and surely everyone will derive benefit
by the removal of fourpence a pound duty
from it. Kvery housekeeper in this ¢ol-
ony will get it cheaper in the course of a few
days. Then he told us he was opposed to the
Stock Tax, but my friend the Hon. the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands has completely
knocked all the argument out of that matter,
and we must keep those who speak on this
subject to the point, and not allow them to go
into high fights of oratory. We must keep
them to the fpet that the duty is oneand
three quarter farthings, or mnearly a
balf-penny in the pound and no more,
and any one who tries to work it ont any other
way is not acting fairly in the matter. The hon.
member seeks to pose as a friend of the work-
ing man. He said he was generally considered
the working man’s member. I do not believe he
ever did & day’s phyeical work in his life; that
is not 28 a working man does. What has he
over done for the working man ? Let him tell
us to-morrow P Until he can tell us of some-
thing worthy he has ever done for the working
man, I will not recognise him as any better
friend of the working man than I am myself.
He says we ought to undertake certain social
reforms, but I ask him if any single thing that
he advocated in that direction has yet taken
place either in England or any of the other
colonies P Were there ever hefore such foolish
suggestions serionsly wade in any Parliament?
He nsks us to go in for new legislation on
the lines which nre agitating the more
thickly populated parts of the world,
but in this great country, where we
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have wroom for all, why go in
for these things, when the people are not
auffering. If we were to introduce legislation,
ak desired by the hon. memher, would nnt one
of the first quesfions in this House be: Is
there any pressure # Is there any demand for
this 7 If not wait until there is. Then the
hon. member said he did not believe in party
Government; but I take exception to that
statement, for if theve ia in this House any hon.
member whe is more a party man than any
other it is that hon. member himeelf. When
he entered the House, if he had sat then where
he is sitting to-night {Government ¢ross front
bench) would he have said he was disgusted
with the Government, before three words had
come out of his meouth ?  He told us on that
oceasion we were utterly igmorant, utterly
wanting in knowledge or industry, and that
he could let us choose which suited us best,
That was nice language for a new member to
use towards men who had eat in this Homse
for years.

Mx. James : I rise to o point of order. I
think I said politically ignorant.

Tre PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest): Well
I will give the hon. member the benefit of the
doubt, but I don’t see where it comes in when
he said we were “utterly” igmorant. I think
it was o very improper thing to say, on the
part of nny ¢ne upon the first occasion of
addressing thizs House, I consider it was a
piece of impertinence, o piece of bombast, and
neither did him nor his constituents, nor this
House, any credit. It only shows he, was & bit
of an upstart.

M=z, Simrson: That is creditable to a Pre-
mier. )

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Iask
him if he would have made that speech, if he
hnd sat where he now sits. He tella us he is
no party man, aod does not believe in party
politics. I ask hon. members to judge. I
now come to the hon. member for Geraldton,
who spoke of the high handedness of the
Premier, referring to a difference between me
nund one of my colleagues. All T can sayis I
did my best to place the Cabinet in a position
to carry out the work cf the colony. I cer-
tainly did net intend to take any high-handed
action with regard to any one. If I did so it
was an error of judgment, pud my action was

. migunderstood. I had to make the changes,

and I should have been unfit for my position
if I had not taken the responsibility in that
matter.
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Mg, Leage: Why not have consulted
Parliament ? .

Tur PREMIER (Houn SirJ. Forrest): It is
not usual. The usual course is for us to take
the respomsibility of the action and aak
Parliament to approve afterwards. Ienayitis
thoroughly unconstitutional in anch cases, and
highly improper, to consult Parliament and
ask them to approve or disnpprove before
action is taken. Then the hon. member tries
to make mischief in the Cabinet by calling my
friend the Hon. Minister for Mines the
“Junior” Minister. He saye it is not right
for the Minister in the Upper House to ba the
“ Junior ” member of the Ministry. I donot
know what he means by « Junior,” because as
I understand the situation, the members of
the Ministry are all equal, no mar takes
precedence of ancther in Cabinet, one man’s
voice and infiuence is ag good as another, and
we are colleagues, all working for the one end—
the hest interests of the colony. With regard
to the position of the Minister in the Upper
House, there is no rule ae to which Minister
shall represent the Government in the Upper
House, sometimes it is the Postmaster-General
and somefimes the Premier himself ; but who-
ever it is, according to the usage in the other
eolonies, he has no precedence in the Govern-
ment because he happens to be in the Upper
House. With regard to the Electoral Act, of
which s0 many hard things have heen said,
such as thatit was a disgrace to the country—

Mg. StmpsoN : Hear, hear,

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): All I
can sny is, that although there are some little
defects in it, yet the Act we have here is the
law now existing in Queensland. The only
difference is our Act has been made to apply
to two elected Houses, whilst in Queensiand
thoy have a nominated Upper House; olher-
wige it is copied almost word for word from the
Queensland Act. It may not be as good mn
Act ra it might be, but I do not thiank it de-
serves the abuse thet has been heapea upon
it. Anyone wishing to be enrolled need have
no trouble whatever.

Mz. ILniweworTH : No miner can get on.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Then
the hon. member waxes wroth ngainst my hon.
friend the Commissioner of Railways. I have
no doubt but that in his department, which is
& growing department, and growing very
quickly, there are lots of things that do ot
quite please him. There must be in 80 rapidly
growing a department, but T am sure he is
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anxious and desirous to do his dunty. I
consider that some of thelanguage of the hon.
mwember for Geraldton referring to the Hon.
Commissioner of Railwnys was not Par-
liamentary.

Mz. SimesoN: Why did you not call me to
order then?

Tue PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest) : Ithink
I ought to have done so. He waxes wroth
on another point; but fortunately for me
I om bhehind the scenes. He referred
to resumptions of lands on the Bun-
bury resumption and the correspondence
within the departments. I tell him to eall for
that correspondence; hecan have itall. I
know what he is driving at; A scandalous
report has leen circulated to the effect that
hefore the general election [ sent s telegram
to my friend the Attorney-General saying I
thought we had better pay certaio arbitra-
tion awards, hecnuge the elections were coming
on, I dare say the hon. member thought I
did not know what he was referring to,
but I managed after a good deal of trouble to
find the telegram, and if the hon. member
asks for it he shall haveit, or I will lay it
upon the table to-morrow without being asked.
He mekes a mistake if he thinks he ¢an find a
fAaw in my armour ; he can nak what questions
he will, and if I cannot give satisfactory
answers, I will vacate my seat. He has some
cock-and-bull story about £27,000 being
nvailable for rolling stock when last year
there was voted £174,000 to provide rolling
steck.

Mr. Sresow : Will you produce evidence on
the point, because if you will not I will, for I
have it hare. .

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) : ‘I'hen
place it upon the table of the House. I know
the circumstances of the colony change very
much, and rolling stock intended for a certain
railway is notalways used for such railway. T
have nodoubt the Hon. the Commissioner will
this year ask we for a tremendous amount for
rolling stock, for, ag everybody knows., we are
shori of it. I do not think I have anything
movre to say &s to the criticisme of hon. mem-
bers. I welcome {he observations that have
heen made by my friends the leader of the
Oppoaition and the hon. members for the
Swan and theMoore, and others. Ithink hon,
members generally have treated the Govern-
ment fairly and generously, and I thank them
most heartily for their kindness and confi-
dence. We must always remember we are
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in an age of change, everything iachanging,
and yet as the Hon. the Attorney-General said,
wo have tried amid it all to keep the head of
the Ship of State siraight. Eventhe revenue,
which is now up to £1,100,000, indicates great
changes. Then too we have had emormous
loan expenditure authorised, over three
millions, and a great part of this haa been
spent, No doubt but there are shortcomings,
we cannot look after everything and see it as
wa would desire, but I believe Ministers
have given undivided attention to their
duties and have tried to do their bust fo
promote the best interests of the colony. I
believe there is a bright future before wus,
brighter and better perhbaps than any of us
can imagine. When we remember the vast
aren of gold-bearing country, stretching from
the far away Kimberley, to Dundas, who can
say what the probabilities of our future ey
be. In conclusion I can omly eay thatI am
pleased to see those whe are coming to our
shores, and I extond to thema hearty welcomse ;
I hope they will join hands with those already
here, and become West Australians. I hope,
aleo, that old colonists, and old colonists’ sons,
will have a good lurge share in the prosperity
which the new developments are bringing upon
us.
Motion put und passed.

Question—That the Address-in-Reply be
adopted—put and passed.

Ordered—That the Address-in-Reply be pre-
sented to His Excellency by Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House to.morrow, ata quarter
to 5 o'clock p.m.,

" LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
Introduced by Mr. Ricuarpsox and read a
first time.

EMOLUMENTS AND PROPOSED REDUC.
TIONS OF SALARIES OF AUSTRALASIAN
GOVERNORS.

Mr. RANDELL, in aceordance with notice,
moved, “ That in order to enable Parliament
to decide the proper amount of salary and
allowances to be made to any Governor of this
Colony hereafter to be sppeinted, this House
is of opinion that the Government should at
once obtain telegraphic information from all
the Australasian Colonies, giving al) particu-
Iars aa to the salary and allowances paid to
the Governors of those Colonies, and also of
any propoged reductions in such salaries and
allowances. Such information, when received,
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to be laid upon the Table of the House.”

Question put and pasaed.

EXTRA COST OVER CONTRACTE FOR CUE
AND COOLGARDIE PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Me., A, FORREST, in accordance with
notice, moved, “ That a Return be laid upon the
Table of the Honse showing extra costs in-
curred by the Government on original con-
trecte for public buildinge at Cue and Cool-
gardie.”

Question put and passed, and return laid
on the Table.

OPERATIONS AND COST, Evc., OF AGRI-
CULTURAL BANK,

Me. LOTON, in accordance with potice,
moved that a veturn be laid on the table,
showing —

1. The pumber of applications for Loans
made to the Agriculfural Bank to June 30th,

2, lhe amount applied for in each in-
slance.

3. The number of applications approved
im full or in part.

4. The number refused.

5, The total amount loaned and paid.

6. The rate of interest charged.

7. The number of Iomns applied for in
cach Electoral Distriet in which applicants
reside.

8, The amount expended in salaries.

9. The amount of travelling expenses and
allowances.

10. The amcunt of all other expenditure.

Question put and passed, and retwrn nsked
for 1aid on the table.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS (SMITH'S &
MATHER'S8) OF PROPOEED RAILWAY
WORESHOPS,

Mg, JAMES, for Mr. SoLomoN, in accord-
ance with notice, moved, * that the following
plans he placed on the table of the Hounse:—

a. Plans, Specifleations, and Estimates of
proposed Railway Workshops, execnted by Mr.
Mather, Locomotive Superintendent.

b. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates of
proposed gimilar constructions, executed by
My, Allison Smith.”

Motion put and passed.

RETURN SHOVWING TRAFFIC RECEIPTS,
&e¢., IN CONNECTION WITH SOUTHERN
CROSS RAILWAY,
Mzr. MORAN, in accordance with notice
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moved that a return be laid on the table of
the House showing,—

1. The amount of money received by the
Government for the hire of rolling atock for
goods and passengers.
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2. The amount of traffic over the said line

eince its control by Government, and the total
earnings of the line for goods traflic, and nlso
for passenger traffic to the end of June last.

3. The total amount of through and inter- .

medinte traffic (passenger and goods) on the
Fremantlo—Northam line, giving separate
Return showing through traffic to Southern
Cross, and also o similur Return as regards the
Beverley to Northam, »ia Spencer’s Brook line.

Me. MORAN: Sir, in moving the motion
standing in my name. Iam not particular as
to the form in which the firet part of my
motion is expressed ;all I desire is informmation
88 to theamounts received by the Government
for the use of trucks.

TueCOMMISSIONEROFRAILWAYS (Hon.
H. W. Venn) : I will endeavour to get the in-
formation for the hon. member. I think Mr.
MeDowell will he able to give us the informa-
tion. In all such casesas this, it is desirable
that hon. members should eay exactly what
they require, bacause it is impossible for the
Government to know what is in their minds.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1048 p-m., until
4'30 p.m., the following duy.

Presentation of Address.

Legislative Assembly,

Thursday, 4th July, 1895.

Presentation of the Address-in-Reply— Erection of
Reilway Goods Shed at l'Volmemp—Couqvlet::ou
of Boyanup-Busselion Telephone ie—Sia l}'oumg
of Railway Engine at Bussdlton— Detentton of
Busselton Goods at Bunbnry—Granting of power
10 Civil Surviee Conmission to administer Oaths
to witnesses— Public Telephones: Cost of upheep,
cte—Times of arvival of Trains upon Bunbury-
Busselton Railway—Freise Duty uwpon Alg and
Stout—Standard Time Bill ; in committee—Uni-
Jorms Bill : second veading ; in committee'—Er-
cess Bitl, 1893-4 : second veading ; in commitiee—
Agent-General Bill ; second vead ing—Fost Office
Savings Bank Intevest Bl ; second reading—
Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4:30 p.m.
PRAYERS.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS-IN-
REPLY.

At twenty minutes to five o’clock p.m., Mr.
Speaker, accowpanied by members, proceeded
to Government House to present the Address-
in-Reply to the Speech of His Excellency the
Adwministrator, and having returned,

Mg, SPEAKER reported that he had, with
members of (he House, waited upon His
Excellency the Administrator, and had present-

" ed to him the Address of the Legislative
' Assembly in reply to his Opening Speech,

agreed to by the House yesterday ; and that
Hig Excellency had been pleased to reply as
follows :—
[ ]
MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

I thank you for your Address in reply to my
Opening Speech, and for the assurance of your
desire to deal with all questions that come be-
fore you in such a manner as may be inost
conducive to the continued prosperity of this
portion of Her Majesty’s dominiona.

Government House, Perth, 4th July, 1895.

ERECTION OF RAILWAY GOODS SHED AT
WONNERUP.

Mr. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with

notice, asked the Comwmissioner of Railways,

whether it was the intention of the Govern-



